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Well done

Love the column and agree to-
tally. I’ve sat through too many of 
these in-service presentations. I’ve 
also found most of the present-
ers have never taught in a public 
school system. Keep Poor Elijah 
coming.

From a retired teacher.
Diane Allen

Berlin

Barre assets
Today (Monday, July 19), I took 

a short trip to Barre to visit my 
three favorite stores: Nelson Broth-
ers, The Electrolux Store and Two 
Loco Guys.

I was walking down Main Street 
when I heard a loud crash. Just 
ahead of me, a person was pulling 
out into the moving line of traffic 
and collided with an enormous 
oversized flatbed (with separate 
cab) designed specifically for 
transporting granite. Traffic 
stopped abruptly and the truck 
driver immediately hopped down 
from his cab and rushed over to 
the car driver and asked her if 
she was OK. She said she was, but 
a little shaken up. Within just a 
minute, a cop car arrived with two 
officers. One directed traffic while 
the other met with both parties.

I then proceeded to the Elec-
trolux shop where the price is 
definitely right and the owner is 
a great guy! Then onto Nelson 
Brothers where you’re always 
greeted at the door and the sea-
soned staff is so helpful finding 
the right solution to whatever 
problems I present.

About 10 minutes later, I walked 
out of the store and saw the officer 
finishing up his paperwork with 
the woman who’s obviously had 
considerable damage done to her 
car. This is what I heard him say to 
her in a soft voice. “These things 

happen to all of us. Don’t be hard 
on yourself. This is why we have 
insurance. I want you to report this 
to your insurance company, and I 
want you to tell them the truth.” 
He’s an officer Barre can be proud 
of and I’m sorry I don’t even know 
his name.

Lindsay Wade
Montpelier

History and truth
Rosemary Lynn Averill’s 

fear-mongering commentary about 
Critical Race Theory adds to the 
right-wing three-card Monty game 
of focusing on boogeymen, such as 
cancel culture, and now CRT; thus, 
avoiding real issues and feeding 
people’s fears, not building knowl-
edge.

Let’s be clear about what CRT is 
and is not. Wikipedia defines CRT 
as follows: Critical Race Theory 
(CRT) is a body of legal scholar-
ship and an academic movement 
of civil-rights scholars and activists 
in the United States that seeks to 
critically examine U.S. law as it 
intersects with issues of race in the 
U.S.

So, CRT is a legal concept first 
put forward by civil-rights attor-
neys. It is discussed in law schools 
and perhaps in some college 
courses, not in primary or sec-
ondary schools. Our local schools 
teach history. It is indisputable that 
racism has been embedded in the 
law; slavery, Jim Crow, redlining 
and police brutality, just to name 
a very few. A basic tenet of CRT is 
that racism has been embedded 
in U.S. law. That is a fact, not a 
theory.

What is theoretical is exactly how 
United States laws past and pres-
ent, intersect to support racism. 
What are the folks who have their 
bowels in an uproar about CRT 
afraid of? Apparently, it’s history 
and truth. They don’t want to hon-

estly face hard facts. No nation, 
no state, no school, no person can 
solve their problems without first 
honestly facing them.

The injury and lasting scars of 
a racist past and present must be 
dealt with head on. It is false that 
CRT seeks to make “white people 
feel guilty.” No one thinks guilt or 
shame are helpful. Being knowl-
edgeable and caring and responsi-
ble is helpful. We need to under-
stand our history so we might work 
to form “a more perfect union.”

Donny Osman
Barre

Discussing CRT
I want to thank Rosemary Lynn 

Averill for her letter on Critical 
Race Theory. I am not sure CRT 
can resolve our problems in this 
country, but I am sure Ms. Aver-
ill would acknowledge there are 
many flawed, shameful and racist 
elements in our history.

While I don’t think they add up 
to our being irredeemable, I do 
believe dealing with them starts 
with being really honest with our-
selves about what those elements 
were, and are.

I think CRT suggests the in-
equality many folks have experi-
enced is not so much the product 
of our laws but rather, is created 
by more subtle dynamics built 
into our society. To deal with the 
continuing problem of racism 
requires us to look very carefully 
at what those dynamics are and 
where they can be changed.

Ms. Averill is correct in pointing 
out that we all agree we are all 
created equal, and we should not 
be approached on the basis of the 
color of our skin, but on our char-
acter. Perhaps that idea is a good 
place to start in our conversations 
about CRT.

Kirk Gardner
Montpelier

S
ince news broke earlier this week that 
Ben & Jerry’s is going to stop selling its 
ice cream in Israeli-occupied territories, 

Vermont readers and leaders around the 
globe seem to be giving the company a very 
chilly reception.

Included in the strong reaction is Israel’s 
prime minister, Naftali Bennett, who vowed 
this week to “act aggressively” against the 
decision. The move gives a boost to the 
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions move-
ment which celebrated the news. The group 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign, a major BDS 
proponent, called it “huge” adding, “The tide 
of history is turning.”

Bennett’s office says it spoke with the chief 
executive of Ben & Jerry’s parent company, 
Unilever, and raised concern about what Ben-
nett called a “clearly anti-Israel step.” He said 
the move would have “serious consequences, 
legal and otherwise,” and Israel “will act 
aggressively against all boycott actions 
directed against its citizens.”

The State Department noted the U.S. 
rejects the boycott movement against Israel, 
saying it “unfairly singles out” the country.

In Monday’s announcement, Ben & Jerry’s 
said it would stop selling ice cream in the 
occupied West Bank and contested east 
Jerusalem. The company, known for its social 
activism, said such sales were “inconsistent 
with our values.”

The statement was one of the strongest 
rebukes by a high-profile company of Israel’s 
settlement policies in the West Bank and east 
Jerusalem, which it has controlled for more 
than a half-century after capturing them 
in the 1967 Mideast war. The Palestinians, 
with broad international support, claim 
both areas as parts of a future independent 
state. Israeli settlements, now home to some 
700,000 Israelis, are widely seen as illegal 
and obstacles to peace.

Israel annexed east Jerusalem after the 
1967 war and considers the entire city its 
undivided capital, though the annexation 
is not internationally recognized. It says 
the West Bank is disputed territory and 
says its f inal status should be resolved in 
negotiations. The international commu-
nity, however, widely considers both areas 
to be occupied territory.

In response, Israel’s ambassador to the 
United Nations and the United States, Gilad 
Erdan, sent letters to 35 governors whose 
states have laws against boycotting Israel 
asking that they consider speaking out 
against Ben & Jerry’s decision “and taking 
any other relevant steps, including in rela-
tion to your state laws and the commercial 
dealings between Ben & Jerry’s and your 
state.” (Vermont does not have anti-BDS 
laws in place. They do include Florida, 
Illinois, New York, New Jersey, California, 
Maryland and Texas.)

Erdan said Israel views the company’s 
decision as “the de-facto adoption of antise-
mitic practices and advancement of the 
de-legitimization of the Jewish state and the 
dehumanization of the Jewish people.”

That was the take from several letter-writers 
and commenters that reached out to The 
Times Argus and Rutland Herald. Ben & Jer-
ry’s largest Vermont-based operation is located 
in Waterbury, just north of Montpelier.

The high-stakes battle comes against the 
backdrop of shifting U.S. attitudes toward 
Israel. Where Israel once enjoyed solid 
bipartisan support in the U.S., the country 
has turned into a divisive issue in recent 
years, with Republicans strongly supporting 
it and Democrats, especially young liberal 
voters, increasingly supporting the Palestin-
ians. Several factors have fueled this trend, 
including former Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s close alliance with former 
President Donald Trump.

Pennsylvania state Rep. Aaron Kaufer, a 
Republican from Luzerne, said he spoke 
to the Israeli consulate and has called on 
state officials to invoke anti-BDS law. “Ben 
& Jerry’s is stoking the f lames of antisem-
itism when they say ‘we’re not going to 
serve Jewish people in these areas,’” Kaufer 
said. “While Ben & Jerry’s surrendered to a 
continuous and aggressive campaign from 
extreme anti-Jewish and anti-Israel groups, 
doesn’t mean we should condone it. We 
must work together, enforce the law and 
stand with Israel.”

Obviously, this decision was not made in 
a vacuum. And the company, known for its 
social justice causes, knew what it was doing. 
This week’s backlash would suggest that 
global politics do not always make for good 
comfort food.

Chilly 
response

COMMENTARY

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

T
he homelessness 
task force and Ms. 
Ridpath perpetutate 

the self-delusions that have 
hog-tied Montpelier for 
years from making any real 
progress on these urgent, 
humanitarian and human 
rights issues.

A disingenuous expression 
of concern and the 
need for a compas-
sionate response is 
evidenced more as 
a thinly veiled fear 
and contempt, resulting in 
arbitrary camping disallowed 
zones along the river and riv-
erside parks and self-grant-
ing of permissions to intru-
sions by the “poop police” 
or prejudging every case of 
warranted camp invasion to 
be a mental health situation.

The false and erroneous 
statement, “all were moved 
to hotels,” is the basis for the 
same rationale that Montpe-
lier, Berlin and Barre City like 
to pretend Good Samaritan 
Haven has it all managed, 
under control and in a man-
ner where no city oversight is 
needed or allowed as they are 
not subject to public records 
laws despite the massive 
public funding. This neces-
sary transparency should be a 
condition on funding.

The “Homelessness Task 
Force” has had two years to 
arrange lockers for secure 
day storage or personal 

effects, phone charging 
locations, showers, toilets 
and privacy protections for 
sensitive personal informa-
tion scooped up into the 
state Homeless Management 
Information System, hosted 
in software developed in 
Iowa, with the data stored in 
Louisiana! What could pos-

sibly go wrong? They 
have accomplished 
none of this after two 
years.

Nor, as Ms. Rid-
path writes, were all the 
concerning issues with the 
camping obstruction policy 
heard at the meeting held 
last Wednesday. Many were 
acknowledged by the chair, 
Ken Russell, as important 
and needing further exam-
ination and discussion, but 
that never happened before 
the rushed vote, motion 
made by Good Sam director 
Rich DeAngeles after send-
ing a private text prior to 
the chair attempting to limit 
public input on the specifics. 
It was made public.

Similarly, the facilities 
issues of toilets and showers, 
which the Wednesday special 
meeting was specifically 
called to address, and which 
must be the foundation for 
a rational camping policy, 
were never discussed at all.

Ms. Ridpath’s comments 
reveal the underlying moti-
vation and charade of the 

policy, and it has nothing to 
do with compassionate care 
of the unhoused individuals. 
It is to treat not the humans, 
but their possessions with 
dignity and care.

This policy is nothing 
more than a Cover Your 
Arse measure to attempt 
to minimize the chance of 
the city being sued. It is 
also designed to prevent or 
bluff potential campers into 
believing they have no rights 
under the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals decision to 
use of the most convenient 
and desirable campsites.

Campsites deemed aban-
doned or in a disallowed 
area may well be treated 
with dignity and care, just as 
Casey’s was gathered wet last 
year, stuffed in plastic bags 
and tossed in a dumpster by 
the Parks Department. That 
is more accurately this fair 
city’s expression of dignity 
and care for which no one 
has yet taken full responsibil-
ity and made Casey whole.

Nothing will change and 
no realistic plan for homeless 
support will be crafted until 
the vested interests and those 
carrying water for the dis-
ingenuous City Hall agenda 
are exposed and no longer 
manipulating the discussion 
in favor of status quo.

Stephen Whitaker lives in 
Montpelier.
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