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Friday
MAKE MUSIC  

DAY 2019

Make Music Vermont brings music 

makers of all ages and experi-

ence out to the sidewalks, parks, 

porches and public places of the 

state on the first day of summer. 

For locations and information, visit 

bigheavyworld.com.

“A report released 

this week only 

confirms what we 

have already come 

to know: Finding 

a place to rent in 

Vermont is nearly 

impossible. Our state 

is symptomatic of 

a national problem, 

however.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
A ban on single-use plastic 

bags is rejoiced by busi-

ness groups and advocates 

around the state.  A2

A Granite City man has 

been sentenced on several 

charges, including attempted 

assault and robbery.  A3

So much to talk about in Talk 

of the Town this week.  A3

Most arguments rejected

Council to keep Wheelock House

Trump campaign raises 
$24.8M in less than 24 hours

Mud lot solution 
proposed at MHS

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The latest rul-
ing in a series of legal challenges 
involving several state-ordered 
school district mergers wasn’t a 
complete defeat for those who 
oppose them.

It was unless you live in Pea-
cham, which ironically isn’t a 
named plaintiff in the lawsuit filed 

on behalf of 33 school districts, 
seven select boards, one planning 
commission and several residents 
earlier this year.

Judge Robert Mello this week 
dispensed with all but a sliver of 
the three remaining claims in the 
lawsuit when he concluded law-
yers representing the lengthy list 
of plaintiffs failed to make a case 
that would persuade him to derail 

mergers ordered under Act 46.
Though a Supreme Court appeal 

has been promised, Mello paved 
the July 1 launch of those merg-
ers by granting the state’s request 
for summary judgment on two of 
the three remaining claims and 
partially granting it in the third. 
The only unresolved issue involves 
Peacham and the state’s new system 
of determining eligibility for small 

school grants.
Mello concluded Peacham — the 

only otherwise eligible school dis-
trict that was denied the grant this 
year — was uniquely positioned to 
make that argument at a hearing 
that has been scheduled for July 10.

With that exception, Mello ruled 
for the state on the remaining 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — City councilors have 
reversed course with respect to the 
Wheelock House, opting not to 
solicit proposals from those inter-
ested in possibly buying the iconic 
downtown building.

Nearly five months after voting to 
sell the vacant city-owned structure, 

a council that has since added two 
new members — John Steinman 
and Teddy Waszazak — effectively 
rescinded that decision.

Councilors Michael Boutin and 
Jeffrey Tuper-Giles never wanted 
to sell the historic Wheelock House 
and never delivered the request 
for proposal they were asked to 
develop earlier this year.

Enter Waszazak and Councilor 
Rich Morey, who were subsequently 
given that task before concluding 
the property should not be sold.

Morey delivered that recom-
mendation to a generally receptive 
council Tuesday night.

Though Morey was among those 
who voted to sell the property, he 
said he changed his mind after 

touring it with Waszazak, Steinman 
and Jeff Bergeron, the city’s direc-
tor of buildings and community 
services.

“We didn’t feel it was going to 
be an affordable viable option,” 
he said, suggesting it would be a 
waste of time to solicit proposals 

By BRIAN SLODYSKO

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump raised 
$24.8 million less than 24 
hours after kicking off his 
reelection campaign, a 
figure that dwarfs what the 
top Democratic contenders 
took in over the course of 
months.

The staggering total was 
announced in a tweet on 
Wednesday morning by 

Republican Party Chair-
woman Ronna McDaniel. 
She declared that it was 
proof that “enthusiasm 
across the country for this 
president is unmatched and 
unlike anything we’ve ever 
seen.”

Trump’s massive haul 
is a demonstration of the 
power of  incumbency, 
underscoring simmering 
Democratic worries they 
are not doing enough to 

prepare for the matchup 
with Trump. It’s also a sign 
that Trump’s fundraising 
operation is already in high 
gear at a time when many 
Democratic donors have yet 
to engage and their party 
contends with a sprawling 
primary that has drawn 
more than 20 candidates.

Many Democratic White 
House candidates have 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The 
Montpelier-Roxbury Public 
Schools Board has come 
up with a plan to deal with 
the infamous “mud lot” at 
Montpelier High School.

Used as overflow park-
ing space on the east side 
of the Smilie Auditorium, 
the unpaved lot is icy or 
muddy for several months 
of the year through winter 
and spring and has to be 
blocked off.

Earlier this month, the 
School Board was presented 
with a range of options and 
costs by Business Manager 
Grant Geisler and Facilities 
Director Andrew LaRosa.

Originally, the school dis-
trict was told that VSECU, 
the credit union across the 
street from the school, was 
willing to pay the $350,000 
it would cost to pave the 
lot to provide 40 parking 
spaces that would allow 
credit union employees to 
park there. But VSECU has 
since backed out of the deal, 
although it is still willing to 
continue to rent space to 
park up to 12 vehicles on 
school grounds for $200 a 
month, the board was told.

As a result, the board has 
been considering other 
options, such as “re-grass-
ing” the lot and return-
ing it to green space for 

recreation.
A decision was delayed 

while other needs were 
considered,  including 
whether there needed to be 
a dedicated fire lane around 
the back of the school that 
might require a grid under 
the topsoil to avoid vehicles 
sinking into mud.

At a board meeting on 
Wednesday, LaRosa said 
that a dedicated fire lane 
with grid support under the 
soil was not necessary, after 
consulting with Montpelier 
fire department officials. 
He said he was told that 
the ground is already hard 
enough to support fire 
vehicles.

LaRosa also lowered the 
estimated cost to “seed or 
re-sod” the lot to between 
$30,000 and $40,000, an 
option that  the board 
favored.

The board agreed that it 
needed to keep the option 
to occasionally use the lot 
for major cultural or sport-
ing events, and graduation, 
but otherwise block access 
to it with temporary bollards 
or a gate.

In response to commu-
nity members — some of 
whom voiced their frustra-
tion on Front Porch Forum 
— who park in the mud lot 
when they use the nearby 
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Matt Cohen, of Northfield, fly fishes in Berlin Pond Wednesday. Cohen caught and released a couple large mouth bass and a pike.

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Lady slippers bloom Tuesday in Groton State Forest in Peacham. Lady slippers are 
a wild orchid and are becoming increasingly rare. The showy plants are listed as 
imperiled or vulnerable in many states, including Vermont.

DRAWING THE LINE

SUMMER BEAUTY

ACT 46 RULING

See Act 46, page  A7

See Wheelock, page  A7

See MHS, page  A7 See Trump, page  A7


