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Today
MEDITATION  

CONCERT

Experience world-class perfor-

mances in a reflective way through 

30-minute meditations to live mu-

sic by harpist Jennifer Hoult. Doors 

will open at noon. Vermont State 

House, Cedar Creek Room, 115 State 

St., Montpelier, info@capitalcitycon-

certs.org, 802-793-9291.

“... Wednesday’s 

comprehensive 

debate on the issue 

was so important to 

many Democratic 

voters seeking a 

candidate who 

stands out for 

what is perceived 

to be a global 

crisis — perhaps 

of cataclysmic 

proportions.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Waterbury man sentenced for 

causing serious crash in 2016 

and fleeing the scene.  A3

Businesses on the move in and 

around the Capital City.  A3

A preview of Old Home Days 

in Plainfield this weekend.  A3

SNAP cuts seen as dangerous

MSMS fundraising model questioned

Man admits to 
role in fatal OD

Board 
deadlocks 
on VSBA 
members

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Fourteen percent of Vermont-
ers on food assistance could find 
themselves booted off by proposed 
changes to the federal Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program.

The Trump administration 
has proposed the changes, and a 
report by Mathematica and the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

released this week found it would 
mean an end to food assistance 
for 3.6 million people nationwide, 
with individual states seeing varying 
impact. Vermont’s 14% put it well 
ahead of the national average of 
about 9%. Those involved in feed-
ing impoverished Vermonters on 
the local level decried the proposal 
Thursday.

In Barre, Capstone Community 

Action Executive Director Sue 
Minter said the SNAP proposal 
was one in a series from the Trump 
Administration aimed at reducing 
people’s access to social services.

“They’re doing it in a way that’s 
not putting a program on a chop-
ping block, but very much behind 
the scenes,” she said. “This is a 
very significant proposal and what 
we’re doing now is making sure 

we comment and making sure our 
voices are known.”

Public comments on the pro-
posal are being taken at federal-
register.gov.

“Whatever cuts the federal gov-
ernment puts in place, those will 
be shouldered by our Legislature 
and our philanthropic efforts,” 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Parents of 
students at Main Street Middle 
School in the Capital City are rais-
ing concerns about a request to 
raise money to pay for out-of-school 
activities.

Parents wrote concerns on social 
media and voiced them at a meet-
ing of the Montpelier-Roxbury 

Public Schools Board this week.
They questioned why students 

were being pressured to help raise 
money for field trips and other 
activities, and wondered whether 
children would be penalized — as 
in not participate — if families did 
not help raise funds.

The issue came to a head Tues-
day when students were informed 
at a school assembly that they 

would be asked to join in the new 
fundraising promotion. Some par-
ents took exception to the request 
and took to the Friends of Montpe-
lier School Facebook page to vent 
concerns.

But school officials and mem-
bers of the MSMS Parents Group 
said the initiative was simply a new 
model for raising funds for out-
of-school activities, as in previous 

years.
The new fundraising model uses 

a reusable plastic card with the 
names and logos of supporting 
businesses that offer discounts to 
customers.

The card is sold for $20, of which 
$10 goes back to the school. If the 
school sells more than 500 cards, 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A Barre man 
has admitted to selling 
heroin that led to a fatal 
overdose.

A n t h o n y  M i l o ,  3 2 , 
pleaded guilty Wednesday 
to felony counts of selling a 
regulated drug with death 
resulting, heroin sale and 
cocaine sale. Milo was sen-
tenced to eight to 18 years 
to serve, all suspended 
except for 4½ years. He’s 
been held at Northeast 
Correctional Complex in 
St. Johnsbury on $2,500 
bail since his arraignment 

in June 2018.
The state agreed to dis-

miss a second felony count 
of selling cocaine, a felony 
count of selling a narcotic 
and misdemeanor counts of 
possessing cocaine, per the 
plea agreement.

Detective James Pont-
briand, of the Barre City 
police, said in his affidavit 
an untimely death was 
reported in May 2018 at 
Highgate Apartments in 
Barre. Pontbriand said he 
learned 32-year-old Jesse 
Eklund was visiting a friend 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

EAST MONTPELIER — The Vermont 
School Boards Association just lost one 
of its dues-paying members and the 
Washington Central School Board lost 
at least a little bit of its momentum.

During a sometimes-emotional discus-
sion that occurred near the end of its 
Wednesday night meeting, the Washing-
ton Central board deadlocked, 4-4, on a 
motion to retain its membership in an 
organization some argued betrayed the 
trust of many of its members by opposing 
a delay of several state-ordered mergers.

Two weeks after publicly stating he 
would not participate in what he char-
acterized Wednesday as a “should we stay 
or should we go” decision, Chairman 
Scott Thompson cast what proved to be 
the decisive vote – forging a tie School 
Director Vera Frazier opted not to break.

Frazier’s abstention and the absence 
of fellow Berlin board member George 
Gross created a tie that Thompson 
observed effectively ended Washington 
Central’s participation in the VSBA.

“The motion fails and we go on,” he 
said, capping a near hour-long discus-
sion that divided members during an 
otherwise productive meeting.

The lines were drawn early on with 
School Directors Chris McVeigh and 
Dorothy Naylor signaling they would not 
support Washington Central’s member-
ship in the VSBA, while board members 
Lindy Johnson and Flor Diaz-Smith 
openly worried the Act 46-related rebuke 
would be detrimental to the district, the 
board, and the students it serves.

McVeigh spoke first, expressing his 
displeasure with the VSBA’s handling of 
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Stef Burtt, from Burtt’s Apple Orchard in Cabot, packs a box of fresh-picked Zestar 
apples for shipment Thursday at the orchard. The pick-your-own orchard has been 
open for a couple of weeks now and is nearing the peak of their season.

ALL SORTS
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A painter works on the exterior of a historic dance hall in East Montpelier on Thursday morning.

READY TO DANCE
WASHINGTON CENTRAL 
SCHOOL BOARD

See Fatal, page  A8

See MSMS, page  A8

See VSBA, page  A8

TRIMS PROPOSED TO ASSISTANCE

See SNAP, page  A8


