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Saturday
FAIRY HOUSE 

STORYTIME 

Do fairies live in the Barre Town 

Forest? Find out with children’s li-

brarian and bagpiper Ian Gauthier. 

A short walk and stories followed by 

fairy house building with natural ma-

terials. For kids preschool and up and 

their parents. For more information, 

call the library at 476-7550. 1-2 p.m. 

Barre Town Forest, 44 Brook St., 

Websterville, mkotch731@gmail.com, 

802-476-4185.

“We have a 

responsibility to do 

this work, to follow the 

facts where they lead.”

Jerry Nadler, D-N.Y., chairman 
of the House Judiciary Commit-
tee at the start of a hearing in 

which John Dean, former White 
House counsel for the Nixon 

Administration, discussed the 
Mueller probe. B5

In the news
U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders of 

Vermont faces a key chal-

lenge from Sen. Elizabeth 

Warren of Massachusetts, 

who also aims to secure pro-

gressive votes for 2020.  A2

Water testing is underway 

at two local schools as part 

of a statewide effort to test 

school drinking water for the 

presence of lead.  A3

Read the latest about state 

road projects happening 

around the region.  A3

Summer Street mural installed

‘Hadestown’ captures eight Tony Awards

Protection of benefits at issue

Former 
dance 
instructor 
is jailed

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A colorful tribute to all 
things Barre and Vermont came to 
life with the installation of the Sum-
mer Street Mural Project on Saturday.

The 130-foot by 20-foot mural is 
made up of 47 panels. The proj-
ect began with a proposal by for-
mer Barre Rotary Club president 

Caroline Earle two years ago. The 
project involved trying to find 
an artist to design the mural and 
finding people to paint the panels. 
As the project progressed, other 
local nonprofits and businesses got 
involved.

There was much to celebrate 
Saturday as participants in the proj-
ect gathered to watch the panels 

be installed on a wooden frame 
attached to the large retaining wall 
at the south end of Summer Street. 
Observers were treated to grilled hot 
dogs and refreshments, and shared 
stories about the mural project.

“I proposed it to the Barre Rotary 
Club as a project to really continue 
to beautify Summer Street. With 
the new Downstreet building and 

other things happening in Barre, 
this seemed like something that 
really needed attention,” Earle said.

Earle said the Rotarians first tried 
to get a Spaulding High School art 
teacher to design the mural but 
were told they couldn’t commit 
to the project. Instead, the Rotarians 

By MARK KENNEDY

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

N E W  Y O R K  — 
“Hadestown,” the brood-
ing musical  about the 
underworld, had a heavenly 
night at the Tony Awards, 
winning eight trophies 
Sunday, including best new 
musical and handing a rare 
win for a female director of 
a musical.

The original version of 
“Hadestown,” created by 
Montpelier singer-song-
writer Anaïs Mitchell, pre-
miered at the Barre Opera 
House in December 2007, 
and was reviewed in the 

Times Argus.
In his review, critic Jim 

Lowe compared the work 
to the Kurt Weill-Berolt 
Brecht “The Threepenny 
Opera,” and wrote, “Spec-
tacular musically and the-
atrically, with some minor 
repairs it could become 
a lasting musical theater 
piece with even Broadway 
possibilities.”

O t h e r  w i n s  f o r 
“Hadestown” were for sce-
nic design, sound design, 
lighting design and orches-
trations. It also went on to 
earn Mitchell a Tony for 
best score.

The daughter of a novel-
ist and retired Middlebury 
College professor Don 
Mitchell, Anaïs Mitchell 
was named for the writer 
Anaïs Nin. She grew up on 
an Addison County farm 
in New Haven, with family 
sojourns in the Middle East, 
Europe and Latin America. 
Mitchell started playing 
guitar and writing songs in 
high school and continued 
at Middlebury College, 
playing open mics and per-
forming on the folk circuit. 
After college, she recorded 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A “March for Medic-
aid” drew more than 100 people 
to the Granite City on Saturday 
to protest threats to the national 
medical benefits program.

Organized by the Vermont 
Workers Center in Barre, the 
“Healthcare is a Human Right” 
campaign march began at noon at 

the First Presbyterian Church on 
Seminary Street and proceeded 
down Main Street to City Hall 
Park for a rally. Along the way, the 
marchers chanted, banged drums, 
played musical instruments and 
carried banners and placards.

Founded in 1998, the Vermont 
Workers Center is an organization 
of low-income and working peo-
ple with active members across the 

state dedicated to socioeconomic 
issues that threaten benefits and 
programs for Vermonters.

The Healthcare is a Human 
Right campaign is fighting efforts 
by the Trump Administration 
to destabilize the Medicaid pro-
gram by offering block grant 
funding to states that also have 

STAFF REPORT

BARRE — After years of litigation, 
including a trip to the Vermont 
Supreme Court and multiple judges, 
prosecutors and defense attorneys 
assigned to the case, Ernest Phillips 
has been sentenced for exposing him-
self to teenagers.

Phillips, 31, of Essex Junction, was 
sentenced Monday in Washington 
County criminal court in Barre to one 
to two years to serve, all suspended 
except for 120 days, on two misde-
meanor convictions of prohibited 
acts. Half of those days will be spent 
at Northeast Correctional Complex 
in St. Johnsbury, and Phillips will serve 
the other 60 days on work crew. Phil-
lips was also placed on probation for 
eight years.

He pleaded guilty to the crimes in 
November 2017 after he was initially 
charged in April 2016.

Phillips had been charged with fel-
ony counts of sexual assault, lewd and 
lascivious conduct and sexual exploita-
tion of a minor but the charges were 
either dismissed or amended, per the 
plea agreement.

One of the victims told police she 
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Mark Browning secures one of 47 panels making up the new mural on Summer Street in Barre on Saturday. The mural was the result of a city-wide 
collaborative effort from local organizations including the Barre Rotary Club, The Paletteers of Vermont and the Vermont Granite Museum.
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Demonstrators march down Main Street in downtown Barre on Saturday at the March for Medicaid, organized 
by the Vermont Workers’ Center.

‘MARCH FOR MEDICAID’ 

CREATOR FROM VERMONT

CHARLES SYKES / INVISION

Anaïs Mitchell accepts the award for best original score for 
“Hadestown” at the 73rd annual Tony Awards at Radio City 
Music Hall on Sunday in New York.
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