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New look
The Vermont Principals’ 

Association will use a 

new format this year 

to determine if certain 

girls hockey teams will 

compete in Division I or 

Division II for playoffs.  B1

 � FEB. 8, 2018, DRAWS
Midday: 0-1-8 and 3-1-8-4 
Evening: 8-1-7 and 6-3-7-4
New York State:
7-2-4 LS14 and 6-4-7-2 LS19
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Rule’s impact
A look at the impact of the 

state’s recently enacted 

emissions rule for vehicle 

inspections.  B3

Going up?
“Skinning” — in which skiers 

head up a mountain before 

skiing down — is a growing 

trend in Vermont.  C1

Vt. pot debate
Whether regular cannabis 

use even qualifies as ad-

diction has been debated 

for decades.  C5

Bill would raise penalties

AOT move to Barre progresses

Democratic group marks $30M for voting rights

L&M Diner 
demolition 
nixed again

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A bill introduced Tuesday in the 
Vermont House of Representatives 
would increase the penalties for 
texting while driving and other 
forms of distracted driving, and 
leave violators on the hook for $500 
for a first offense.

After the bill was introduced, it 
was referred to the House Commit-
tee on Transportation.

Rep. Butch Shaw, R-Pittsford, 
co-sponsored the bill.

“I continue to see people in the 
street driving while using their cell-
phones, or actually texting, so my 
purpose is to keep the conversation 

open on this problem, which 
doesn’t appear to be going away by 
legislation. We need to figure this 
out, because we continue to hear 
from the folks at the Department 
of Public Safety about car crashes 
being caused by inattentive driv-
ing,” he said.

If the bill becomes law as written, 

the civil penalty for using a porta-
ble electronic device while driving 
would increase to $500 and five 
points on the offender’s driving 
record.

Currently, the penalty for a first 
violation is a minimum of $100 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Fueled by funding 
from the state Agency of Transpor-
tation, a new commuter bus could 
soon roll between Barre and Burl-
ington on weekdays.

It’s all part of AOT’s looming 
move to Barre City Place, where 
some of its offices are now located, 
but many more are on the way.

Before it’s over, Mayor Lucas 
Herring said, AOT plans to have 

385 employees working out of the 
four-story brick building that over-
looks Depot Square.

Herring said AOT will fill the 
space currently occupied by the 
state Agency of Education, as well 
as the first-floor storefront recently 
vacated by Positive Pie.

“They’re taking more of the 
building,” he said of the state. 
“That’s a good thing.”

City Manager Steve Mackenzie 
agreed, noting that according to 

AOT’s projections, there will be net 
increase of 97 state jobs at Barre 
City Place as a result of the reshuf-
fling. Some of those employees are 
already working out of the build-
ing, and Mackenzie said the bulk 
are expected to arrive in phases 
over the next 6 months.

Mackenzie said parking was a key 
hurdle, but the city has identified 
spaces to accommodate the influx 
of AOT employees.

Herring described it as a “tight 

fit” from a parking perspective, but 
it’s one he said likely would have 
been impossible without a proposal 
that is expected to provide some 
AOT employees with a convenient 
ride to and from work.

Enter Green Mountain Transit, 
which, thanks to funding from 
AOT, is poised to launch one new 
service and modify another in 
order to accommodate employees 

By BRIAN SLODYSKO

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — With 
the 2020 presidential elec-
tion on the horizon, one of 
the largest outside Demo-
cratic groups announced 
on Thursday a $30 million 
effort to register voters, 
push ballot measures that 
expand voter rights and 
fight Republican-backed 
laws in court that restrict 
ballot access.

“At every stage of the 
game, Republican and con-
servative state legislatures 
around the country, when 
they are given the opportu-
nity, make it more difficult 
for people to vote,” Guy 
Cecil, chairman of Priorities 
USA, told The Associated 
Press. “Essentially what you 
have are the descendants of 
Jim Crow who are trying to 
make it difficult for people 
to reach the ballot box.”

Democrats have histori-
cally supported expanded 
voting rights, which helps 
turn out their base, while 
Republicans have enacted 
ballot restrictions, citing 
concern about widespread 
voter fraud without offering 
proof. But the new two-year 
effort, which will spend 
roughly triple what Priori-
ties had devoted to a similar 
initiative during the last 
election cycle, comes as an 

increasingly diverse Demo-
cratic Party has upped the 
intensity of its focus on bal-
lot access.

Georgia Democrat Stacey 
Abrams, who narrowly lost 
a recent bid to become the 
nation’s first black female 
governor, delivered a rebut-
tal to President Donald 
Trump’s State of the Union 
address on Tuesday that sin-
gled out Republican efforts 
to limit voter participation.

“Let’s be clear: Voter sup-
pression is real,” she said.

The launch of Priori-
ties’ effort also coincides 
with debate in Congress 
over a sweeping reform 
of campaign finance and 
voting rights laws. The 
legislation, called H.R. 1, 
is widely supported by the 
new Democratic House 
majority but was criticized 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A local developer’s renewed bid to 
raze the Depression-era diner he purchased at 
auction last summer has again been denied by the 
Development Review Board.

Following a brief deliberative session Thursday 
night, the board voted, 6-2, to deny Mark Nichol-
son’s latest request to demolish the fire-damaged 
diner. He bought the diner at auction for $25,000 
in July and sought permission to tear it down 3 
months later.

The board rejected Nicholson’s earlier request, 
5-3, concluding last October it met neither of the 
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The cast of the revived Main Street Middle School Drama Club poses for a photo Friday during a dress rehearsal for their first production. See 
gallery, Page A6.

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

The L&M Diner in Barre has been closed since a fire and the new owner’s bid to have it demolished 
has been denied by the Development Review Board.
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