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Saturday
DANCE!  FACULTY/

STUDENT WORKS 

IN PROGRESS

A variety of dance forms pre-

sented by students and faculty of 

Contemporary Dance and Fitness 

Studio. $5-$10 donation, 7 p.m. 

Contemporary Dance and Fitness 

Studio, 18 Langdon Street, 3rd floor 

walk-up, Montpelier, info@cdandfs.

comcastbiz.net, 802-229-4676.

“Parents should 

also be aware of the 

type of social media 

behavior they are 

modeling for their 

children. Excessive 

posting, oversharing 

and obsessing 

over your physical 

appearance can 

set a bad example 

that children may 

emulate.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
The Senate Judiciary Com-

mittee took testimony for the 

first time Wednesday on a 

bill that would mandate the 

release of data on extreme 

risk protection orders.  A2

Author Katherine Paterson 

kicks off this week’s Talk of 

the Town.  A3

Local police logs.  A3

Safe storage provision likely nixed

Council peeks at plans for new pool

Energy efficiency 
charter change 
spurs debate

Gun bill foes sound off
By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — It looks as 
though a bill requiring safe storage 
for guns will not move forward in 
the Senate while a potential waiting 
period for gun purchases is still up 
in the air.

The Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee continued to hear testimony 
Wednesday on multiple gun bills. 
But the bill that has seen the most 
attention is one that would require 
a 48-hour waiting period on gun 
purchases. The bill would also 
require a gun to be stored safely 
when not in the immediate posses-
sion or control of its owner.

The committee held a public 
forum on the gun bills at Vermont 
Technical College in Randolph on 
Tuesday night. Sen. Phil Baruth, 
D/P-Chittenden, one of the main 
sponsors of the bill and a member 
of the committee, said Wednesday 
multiple people told the committee 
there’s nothing wrong with keeping 
a loaded firearm at their bedside 
table.

“There’s a fairly common idea 
among gun owners that it should 
be OK to have a loaded weapon 
where a child could get it,” he said.

Baruth  sa id  based  on the 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A new-look City Coun-
cil got its first peek at conceptual 
plans to refurbish the city’s 70-year-
old swimming pool this week and 
didn’t blink at a projected price 
tag that far exceeds what voters 
approved last year.

On a night when councilors 
welcomed newly elected mem-
bers John Steinman and Teddy 
Waszazak aboard, a consultant who 
has worked behind the scenes for 
months provided a glimpse of what 
the aging pool complex could look 
like, as well as some sense of what 
those improvements will cost.

The city has a pending grant 
application for up to $350,000 in 
federal funding that would aug-
ment the $720,000 bond approved 
by voters last March. But councilors 
aren’t yet sweating the cost of the 
pool upgrade, which preliminary 
estimates indicate could easily 
exceed $1.1 million.

Neither is City Manager Steve 
Mackenzie, though he floated the 
very real possibility the “splash pad” 

that was pitched to voters as an out-
of-pool amenity in the run-up to 
last year’s bond vote might need to 
be downsized or deferred.

“We have a budget challenge, 
there’s no doubt about it,” Macken-
zie said, suggesting when the proj-
ect is put out to bid this summer, 
the splash pad, which would create 
a new water element when the pool 
is closed, as well as repairs to the 
bathhouse roof be bid as alternates.

Mackenzie said the “core project” 
is refurbishing and reconfiguring 
the cracked concrete pool that was 
installed in 1949 and was losing an 
estimated 14,000 gallons of water a 
day last year.

According to preliminary esti-
mates provided by consultant John 
Hickok, that work would include 
construction of a “beach entry” 
addition to the pool and could cost 
roughly $835,000.

The city has already secured 
a $24,000 grant, and Mackenzie 
is optimistic about its chances of 
receiving some, if not all, of the 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

M O N T P E L I E R  —  A 
narrow vote supporting a 
charter change aimed at 
enforcing energy efficiency 
standards in Capital City 
buildings has sparked local 
backlash.

Article 14 on the Town 
Meeting Day ballot passed 
986 to 928. After voter 
approval, charter changes 
must be approved by the 
Legislature. Preliminary 
discussion by the City Coun-
cil proposed the buyer of a 
commercial or residential 
property would have to 
make upgrades to weather-
ize the building to reduce 
energy use.

It remains to be seen 

whether state lawmakers 
will approve the controver-
sial request.

Rep. Warren Kitzmiller, 
D-Montpelier, is the rank-
ing member of the House 
Government Operations 
Committee, which vets 
charter changes. He said 
the committee has not 
received nor discussed the 
charter change request.

“With the majority of 
charter changes, if this is 
what the community wants 
to do, if we feel it’s within 
the Constitution and our 
other statutes, we generally 
tend to approve things,” 
Kitzmiller said. “There are, 
of course, exceptions, but 

By PETER HIRSCHFELD

VERMONT PUBLIC RADIO

RANDOLPH — About 200 gun 
rights advocates traveled to Ran-
dolph Tuesday evening to weigh in 
on proposed gun legislation that 
they say violates their right to bear 
arms.

The death of a 23-year-old Essex 
man by suicide last year has many 
lawmakers pushing for a 48-hour 
waiting period for gun purchases. 
Andrew Black took his own life 
hours after purchasing a firearm, 
and his parents — and many public 

health officials — say a waiting 
period will help protect Vermonters 
from acting impulsively on suicidal 
thoughts.

For Monkton resident Scott 
Chapman, the question before law-
makers this year boils down to this:

“What we have before us is a pure 
civil rights discussion of whether 
or not our right on the Second 
Amendment, and Article 16 of the 
Vermont Constitution, is a right 
as equal to our other individual 
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A crowd cheers during a Rally For Kids outside the State House on Wednesday in Montpelier. The rally was part of the 25th annual Early Child-
hood Day at the Legislature, which is a day of advocacy, education and networking that brings together early childhood professionals, parents, 
employers and policymakers to focus on early childhood issues.

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Delcey Avery, of Barre Town, chops scallions Wednesday at the North Barre Manor 
during a Good Food Good Medicine program. The Highgate nonprofit’s Winter Wellness 
Series is running free programs focusing on body systems and foods and herbs that 
can be used to help strengthen and support them. The program has worked for years 
to empower participants with the hands-on skills of gardening, cooking, nutrition, 
herbalism and leadership.

RALLY FOR KIDS

GOOD MEDICINE

“I have a reasonably high degree of confidence  

we can afford to do the base project.”

City Manager Steve Mackenzie

See Storage, page  A7 See Gun, page  A7

See Council, page  A7

See Charter, page  A7


