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Today
WATERBURY 

FARMERS’ MARKET

Vendors spanning a wide range 

of products, live music, activities 

and demonstrations. 3-6 p.m. Rusty 

Parker Memorial Park, 2 Rotarian 

Place, Waterbury, waterburymarket@

gmail.com.

“And now it devolves 

to Boris Johnson, 

whom the columnist, 

Butler, considers the 

very worst man for 

the job, and who, he 

argues, presents an 

existential threat to 

the kingdom itself.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Barre Town officials want to 

pare down and hype up the 

town report including a map 

of the town and possibly 

taking out the audit.  A3

There is plenty to talk about 

in Talk of the Town this week, 

including some upcoming 

festivals, fundraisers, wres-

tling, and much more.  A3

This weekend’s crash at 

Thunder Road was a stark 

reminder of the power of 

racing and the vulnerability 

we have when the sport goes 

wrong.  B1

Security review underway

Council approves traffic proposal

Accused window smasher 
faces several charges

Timeout called 
on negotiations

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — A senior state 
official has responded to concerns 
about security within the Capitol 
Complex after reports that a man 
with a gun entered a state building 
on Friday that turned out to be a 
disruptive false alarm.

Secretary of Administration 
Suzanne Young said Wednesday 

there is still an ongoing investiga-
tion to determine the veracity of 
the reported sighting.

“We reacted to very credible 
information that there may be 
someone with a firearm in a state 
office building,” Young said.

Montpelier Police Chief Tony 
Facos said law enforcement was 
notified shortly after 11 a.m. that 
two people witnessed someone with 

“a long gun,” walking across State 
Street and entering 133 State St., 
where the offices of the Vermont 
Tax Department are located.

“The information that led to the 
initial response is that everything 
appeared to be very credible,” 
Facos said Saturday.

Federal, state and local law 
enforcement agencies quickly 
sealed off the Capitol Complex 

and closed State Street to traffic 
between Bailey Avenue and Taylor 
Street.

Officers wearing body armor and 
carrying rifles entered 133 State 
St., and evacuated the building in 
stages to different locations, with 
some people walking across the 
State House lawn, while others used 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Recommenda-
tions to address the most conflicted 
intersection and other traffic issues 
in the Capital City were approved 
unanimously the City Council last 
week.

The approval followed a mix of 
presentations and proposals to the 
council, as well as two public meet-
ings over the past year.

Findings in The Main Street/

Barre Street Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Scoping Study were presented by 
consultants from Dubois & King, 
and funded by a $20,000 grant from 
the VTrans Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Program with a matching grant 
from the city.

The scoping study is named 
for the Barre Street/Main Street 
intersection, the most conflicted 
intersection in the city for vehicles, 
cyclists and pedestrians. It also 
looked at other conflicts on Main 

and Barre streets.
The Barre and Main streets inter-

section presents the most pressing 
problem for the city with the immi-
nent completion of the shared-use 
recreation path between Taylor and 
Main streets that will bring more 
pedestrians and cyclists into con-
flict with traffic.

Recommendations from staff 
and the Transportation Infrastruc-
ture Committee to City Council 
approved include retaining existing 

traffic signals at Memorial Drive 
and State Street and signalizing the 
Main and Barre streets intersection.

The council agreed they would 
like to place a mini-roundabout 
at the intersection of Main and 
School streets, instead of a traffic 
signal.

The Traffic Infrastructure Com-
mittee had favored placing mini 
roundabouts at all Main Street 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A Connecti-
cut  man i s  accused of 
smashing windshields in 
Barre for no apparent 
reason.

Micael S. Bizuneh, 30, 
of Hanford, Connecticut, 
pleaded not guilty Tues-
day in Washington County 
criminal court in Barre to 

two misdemeanor counts 
of unlawful mischief and 
a misdemeanor count of 
giving false information 
to law enforcement.  If 
convicted, Bizuneh faces a 
maximum sentence of two 
years in prison. He was 
released on conditions.

Officer Jacob Frey, of 
the Barre City police, said 
in his affidavit on Aug. 28 

he received a report about 
a male who had thrown a 
rock into a vehicle’s wind-
shield on Brook Street. 
He said the description of 
the male matched that of 
Bizuneh.

Frey said he had cited 
Bizuneh on Aug. 22 for 
similar actions. That time 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — More than two 
months after contracts with 
a pair of municipal labor 
unions expired negotiators 
have backed away from the 
bargaining table in an effort 
to make progress.

Characterized by City 
Manager Steve Mackenzie 
as “a brief timeout,” the 
decision was driven by a 
desire to make meaningful 
headway in separate nego-
tiations with unionized 
firefighters and clerical and 
custodial staff.

“What we want to do is 
make the next session – and 
hopefully no more than 
two – productive,” Mack-
enzie said, suggesting the 
city’s negotiating team had 
“homework” to do following 
a summer spent negotiating 
with both unions.

Though there have been 
some glitches along the way, 
Mackenzie said bargaining 
teams for both sides had 
sought to stick to the every 
other Wednesday negoti-
ating schedule that was set 
when ground rules were 
agreed to in May.

F o r  M a c k e n z i e  a n d 
other members  of  the 
city’s negotiating team 
that has required a weekly 

Wednesday afternoon com-
mitment that started on 
June 5 when they traded 
proposals with represen-
tatives of the firefighters’ 
union. With at least one 
notable exception, city 
negotiators have met one 
Wednesday with firefighters 
and the next with represen-
tatives of the clerical and 
custodial staff before repeat-
ing that cycle through most 
of the summer.

However, Mackenzie said 
this week talks with both 
bargaining units were sus-
pended last month.

Negotiations with cleri-
cal and custodial staff have 
been on hold since Aug. 
7 — the fourth face-to-face 
meeting with members of 
that bargaining unit. The 
city’s negotiating team has 
met six times with repre-
sentatives of the firefighters 
union — most recently on 
Aug. 14.

Mackenzie said talks with 
both unions should soon 
resume.

A Sept. 11 session with 
firefighters is awaiting con-
firmation and Mackenzie 
said he expects to have a 
date with clerical and cus-
todial staff locked down in 
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Carpenter Colin Blackwell, of East Montpelier, checks spacing while working on a new support for a barn at the Templeton Farm in East Mont-
pelier. The historic structure, built in 1877, had water damage to its original field stone foundation that needed to be fixed.
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Haley Blair, owner of Live Forever Foods, makes a lunch plate Wednesday during a pop-up 
restaurant day at KIZY in Montpelier. KIZY, located on Barre Street, is taking a break and 
focusing on hosting pop-ups and providing a space for food entrepreneurs. Joining Blair 
in the first pop-up at KIZY was Emily Dolly, owner of Honeysuckle Juice Company.

NOT QUITE JENGA

POP GOES THE KIZY
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