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Gallery
In spring, there is so much 

to see and do. Birds offer 

an amazing interlude to 

busy days.  A7

 � JUNE 7, 2018, DRAWS
Midday: 1-3-5 and 6-0-4-7 
Evening: 2-4-4 and 3-7-5-2
New York State:
3-6-3 LS12 and 3-0-5-2 LS10
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Un-blocked
An injunction that blocked 

construction of the Key-

stone XL oil pipeline from 

Canada to the U.S. has 

been lifted.  B5

Facing truth
War is surely a frightening 

prospect, but the truth 

must be faced, as Edward 

R. Murrow and his team 

proved.  C5

In with the new
New Music on the Point 

presents “Sounds of the 

Earth,” a festival celebrat-

ing the music of John Lu-

ther Adams and featuring 

Vermont musicians.  D1

Board poised to OK contracts

More challenges to parking garage

Wet spring dampens trail fun

Sidewalk talks 
resume in 
Barre Town

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The looming launch 
of the Barre Unified Union School 
District should be a pleasantly 
peaceful transition for nearly 400 
unionized instructional staff and 
the school board that will soon 
employ them.

Superintendent John Pandolfo 

said tentative settlements were 
recently reached in contract talks 
with 280 unionized teachers and 
110 paraeducators employed at ele-
mentary schools in Barre and Barre 
Town, Spaulding High School and 
the Spaulding-based central Ver-
mont career center.

Pandolfo said the unions have 
done their part – ratifying the 

one-year agreement on May 29 and 
the board of the merged district 
is expected to follow suit when it 
meet next Thursday.

Until then, Pandolfo is keeping 
details of the settlements under 
wraps.

During meetings on back-to-back 
nights this week Pandolfo privately 
briefed school directors from Barre 

Town and Spaulding High School 
on the proposed contract and he 
will do the same during Monday’s 
meeting of the Barre City School 
Board.

None of those boards will be 
asked to ratify the proposed con-
tracts because all three will cede 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The attorney 
for residents who have appealed 
permits for a public parking 
garage in the Capital City contin-
ues to challenge efforts to remedy 
mistakes that were made by city 
officials.

In a letter to city officials on 
Thursday, attorney James Dumont 
again said the City Council cannot 

and would fail to remedy errors 
in the warning and ballot article 
asking voters to approve a $10.5 
million bond in the November 
elections.

Dumont also raised other issues 
about whether the city ignored its 
own master plan recommenda-
tions when it proposed the garage 
project, failed to obtain necessary 
easements that made the project 
application incomplete, and misled 

residents about tax implications of 
the project.

Dumont represent the Friends of 
Montpelier, a group of 13 residents 
who have appealed permits issued 
by the Development Review Board 
for a hotel and public parking 
garage on 2.8 acres of land behind 
the Capitol Plaza Hotel off State 
Street. The appellants have not 
appealed a permit for the hotel, 
but they have appealed permits to 

subdivide the land and to build the 
garage, which would be owned and 
operated by the city. The appellant 
group has also appealed an Act 
250 permit for the garage project. 
Both appeals will be heard by the 
Environmental Court. A status con-
ference with the court is scheduled 
for Monday.

Dumont’s June 6 letter reiterates 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Vermont’s hiking and 
biking trails may be wet, but 
they are mostly serviceable, 
according to the people 
who maintain them.

An unusually wet spring 
has seen day after day of 
rain, and the resulting con-
ditions are believed to have 
contributed to a landslide 
that closed a popular hiking 
trail on Mount Mansfield 

earlier this week.
“The normal opening of 

hiking season is Memorial 
Day Weekend,” said Mike 
Debonis, executive direc-
tor of the Green Mountain 
Club. “Last weekend we 
definitely asked people to 
stay away from the higher 
elevations, 3,000 to 3,500 
feet. ... It’s still cold up top 
and other places are still 
muddy. Things will dry out 
as the days get longer and 

we get more solar heating.”
Debonis said the lower 

elevations were OK, and 
that the Green Mountain 
Club’s trail maintenance 
c r e w s  h a v e  b e e n  o u t 
working.

“Things are drying out, 
but it’s definitely a little 
later than it normally is,” 
he said. “The top of Mount 
Mansfield, the ridgeline, is 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE TOWN — Local 
officials have asked the Traf-
fic Safety Advisory Commit-
tee to look into a potential 
sidewalk on Hill Street after 
a resident asked for one on 
his property.

Josh Howard owns a 
home between Trow Hill 
Grocery and a playground. 
In an interview last week, 
Howard said the store has an 
ice cream stand so kids are 
constantly walking back and 
forth between the store and 
the playground. He said he 
reached out to the town to 
see if it would be able to build 
a sidewalk on his property 
and was told the town didn’t 
want to build a sidewalk there 
because they didn’t want peo-
ple to get the idea to call the 
town requesting sidewalks to 
be installed.

Assistant Town Manager 
Elaine Wang said last week 
the town isn’t against build-
ing a sidewalk there, but 
it’s not a priority right now 
because the town is focusing 
on other projects. Wang said 
sidewalks are expensive to 
build and maintain, adding 

that just because a resident 
thinks a sidewalk should be 
installed on a certain road, 
that doesn’t mean the proj-
ect would make sense for 
the town. She said the Select 
Board would have to sign off 
on the project, and it would 
need to go through the bud-
get process.

Howard’s plea got the 
attention of the board who 
discussed the project at its 
regular meeting Tuesday.

Board member Norma 
Malone asked if the sidewalk 
project was ever looked at 
by the town’s traffic safety 
committee or if it should be. 
Town Manager Carl Rogers 
said the board could refer the 
matter to the committee to 
see what it thinks.

Board member Paul White 
had been on that committee 
for 17 years and he couldn’t 
recall it dealing with pedes-
trian issues outside of speed 
limit requests, pavement 
markings and signage.

“I don’t remember spe-
cifically getting a request 
for  a  s idewalk,”  White 
said.
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Walkers pass a luminaria Friday at dusk during the 25th anniversary of the American Cancer Society’s Central Vermont Relay for Life at Spaulding 
High School. The annual fundraiser honors caregivers, survivors and those touched by cancer.
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Spencer Lamson cuts hay Thursday in a Barre Town field for Lambert Farm. Drying 
conditions should be excellent through the weekend as a spell of warm and dry 
weather is predicted for the next few days.
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