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Gallery
Got a need for green? 

Ceres Greens started 

growing edible plants in-

doors in 2017 in a section 

of the old Rouleau Granite 

shed on Metro Way.  A10

 � FEB. 14, 2020 DRAWS
Midday: 7-3-9 and 1-8-5-6
Evening: 8-3-7 and 6-0-5-5
New York State
4-7-5 LS16 and 0-4-7-0 LS11
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Info issue
A government watchdog 

is launching a nationwide 

probe into how marketers 

may be getting seniors’ per-

sonal Medicare information 

aided by apparent misuse 

of a government system, 

officials said Friday.  B4

Bigger than life
All things must pass, as 

the great George Harrison 

once wrote. Still, we 

should pause and reflect 

on how some people, men 

and women, leave a mark 

on us.  C4

Art and stone
Barre and Rutland, two cit-

ies with extraordinary stone 

history, are equally busy 

building new monuments to 

create sculpture walks for 

their communities.  D1

Reports mailed, for now

The Phantom doesn’t disappoint

Town talks pot, gun laws

Agency memo 
contradicts 
Greyhound  
on bus raids

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

W I L L I A M S T O W N  —  T h e 
slimmed down town reports just 
mailed to voters could mark the 
end of an era because if the folks 
who are now receiving them agree 
they’ll only be mailed upon special 
request this time next year.

Though it’s too late to ask the 

question on Town Meeting Day, a 
Select Board concerned about cost 
and waste is ready to present voters 
with a proposal that would relieve 
the town of the responsibility of 
mailing the annual reports to every 
voter every year.

It is a costly and cumbersome 
exercise that is complicated by 
the fact that the most economical 

option for mailing the town reports 
— bulk mailing them to voters with 
Williamstown’s 05679 ZIP code — 
misses many voters.

Not all Williamstown voters have 
the same ZIP code, leaving some 
out of the bulk mailing loop that 
is now being used. That includes 
those who share ZIP codes with 
neighboring Graniteville (05654), 

South Barre (05670), and North-
field (05663). The list is somewhat 
longer than that based on the 
personal preferences of voters who 
have their mail sent to post office 
boxes in Barre and Montpelier.

In an era when town reports start 
out as digital documents that are 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The cold didn’t 
stop the Valentine’s Day Phantom 
from striking again in the Capital 
City.

The usual display of paper red 
hearts plastered on storefront win-
dows in the downtown in dazzling 
sunshine was enough to warm the 
hearts and souls of many, despite the 
cold.

The reverie of the communi-
ty-wide celebration has been a staple 
in the city for decades, apart from 
a one-year break when the original 
phantom — identity still a closely 
guarded secret — moved away and 
an equally secret band of volunteers 
stepped in to take the Phantom’s 
place.

As hoped, the paper hearts 
appeared overnight, and again this 
year, included additional hearts that 

had been colored by elementary 
school children in the city.

Businesses were hoping for a 
good day, despite a slow start and 
the below-zero temperatures early 
morning.

Flowers, chocolates, cards and 
dinner reservations were the order 
of the day at many businesses.

Botanica Florals’ co-owner Sarah 
McAllister said Valentine’s Day started 
early this year for the business.

“We’ve been actually filling a lot of 
orders all week because Valentine’s 
Day is on a Friday, so a lot of people 
who want Valentine’s flowers sent to 
work like them to be there all week, 
so it’s really been a very busy week, all 
over,” McAllister said. “Then, because 
of the weather being so cold today, 
yesterday was super, super busy — a 
lot of people wanted their flowers 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE TOWN — Local 
officials received an update 
on proposed legislation, 
including gun bills and 
retail cannabis, from its two 
members of the state House 
of Representatives.

At its regular meeting 
Tuesday night, the Select 
Board heard from Rob 
LaClair and Francis “Topper” 
McFaun, both Republicans.

LaClair started the con-
versation with cannabis. He 

said a bill that would set 
up a retail market in the 
state for cannabis has been 
moving its way through 
the House. He said the bill 
came out of the Ways and 
Means Committee with a 
14% excise tax and a 6% 
sales tax. LaClair said the 
bill is going to head back 
to Ways and Means because 
the latest version received 
a “cool reception” due to a 
2% local option tax another 
committee added that had 
been removed from the bill.

LaClair said he and other 
legislators are concerned 
that there is no roadside 
testing in the bill for those 
who may be driving under 
the influence. He said 
the issue is such testing 
doesn’t show the level of 
impairment.

“And that’s true. Actu-
a l ly  nothing current ly 
be ing done shows  the 
level of impairment,” he 
said, adding the state is 

By GENE JOHNSON

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SEATTLE — A Customs 
and Border Protection 
memo obtained by The 
Associated Press confirms 
that bus companies such as 
Greyhound do not have to 
allow Border Patrol agents 
on board to conduct rou-
tine checks for immigrants 
in the country illegally, 
which is contrary to the 
company’s long insistence 
that it has no choice but to 
do so.

Greyhound, the nation’s 
largest bus carrier, has said 
it does not like the agents 
coming on board, but it 
has nevertheless permitted 
them, claiming federal law 
demanded it. When pro-
vided with the memo by the 
AP, the company declined 
to say whether it would 
change that practice.

Greyhound has faced 
pressure from the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, 
immigrant rights activists 
and Washington state Attor-
ney General Bob Ferguson 
to stop allowing sweeps on 
buses within 100 miles (160 

kilometers) of an interna-
tional border or coastline.

They say the practice is 
intimidating and discrim-
inatory and has become 
m o r e  c o m m o n  u n d e r 
President Donald Trump. 
Border Patrol arrests video-
taped by other passengers 
have sparked criticism, and 
Greyhound faces a lawsuit 
in California alleging that 
it violated consumer pro-
tection laws by facilitating 
raids.

Some other bus compa-
nies, including Jefferson 
Lines, which operates in 
14 states, and MTRWest-
ern, which operates in the 
Pacific Northwest, have 
made clear that they do not 
consent to agents boarding 
buses.

The memo obtained 
by the AP was dated Jan. 
28, addressed to all chief 
patrol agents and signed by 
then-Border Patrol Chief 
Carla Provost just before 
she retired. It confirms 
the legal position that 
Greyhound’s critics have 
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The Valentine’s Day Phantom struck downtown Montpelier once again this year as residents woke to find the city covered in paper hearts Friday.
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Kevin Lacillade, of Orange, holds his daughter Peyton Rose during the 18th Com-
mencement Ceremony for the Community Kitchen Academy on Thursday in Barre. 
Seven graduates received diplomas from the culinary program, run by Capstone Com-
munity Action and the Vermont Foodbank, during the ceremony at the Old Labor Hall.
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