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“Vermont’s political 

leaders made a 

sensible decision — 

they really had no 

other choice — when 

they passed a stopgap 

budget in June to see 

the state through the 

first quarter of  

the fiscal year that 

began July 1.”

Commentary, A4

Talk of the Town
So much to talk about this 

week in Talk of the Town, in-

cluding trails, roadside cutting 

and award winners.  A3

Stinky gas to be burned off

Report looks beyond pandemic

Public urged: 
Get flu shots

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Hoping to quell the 
smell that has sporadically wafted 
from a wastewater treatment plant 
that is in the midst of a $900,000 
upgrade, city officials are imple-
menting a stop-gap solution they 
say should end the intermittent 
odors by week’s end.

The low-tech fix involves a pro-
pane-fueled pilot light that will 

burn continuously — igniting 
methane that is emitted from 
the facility until a failed flare is 
replaced later this year.

The 27-year-old flare hasn’t func-
tioned the way it was designed to 
for at least four years, contributing 
to complaints about odors in the 
vicinity of the wastewater treatment 
plant. When there is excess meth-
ane to burn the automated flare is 
supposed to supply the spark that 

ignites it. Instead, it has been lit 
manually since at least 2016.

The problem is one of three that 
are in the process of being fixed 
with proceeds from a $900,000 
bond voters approved two years ago.

None of them are complete, 
though one is days away from being 
finished and should significantly 
reduce methane emissions and, 
when weather is cold, the need for 
a functional flare.

A new methane-fueled boiler 
was installed during the sum-
mer, replacing the one that was 
installed in 1993. The boiler, 
which will consume most of the 
methane generated by the waste-
water treatment facility, hasn’t yet 
been fired and won’t be until after 
an undersized pipe is replaced 
next week.

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

A new report commissioned by 
the Vermont Agency of Education 
(AOE) says schools should resist 
the urge to return to business as 
usual once the coronavirus pan-
demic passes.

Released by the AOE last Fri-
day, the 26-page report, “Making 

Revisions to the Grammar of School-
ing: Education After COVID-19,” 
points to “noteworthy practices” 
deployed during the state’s continu-
ity of learning period this spring and 
offered recommendations in three 
areas: student-centered learning, 
identifying educational malpractices 
and crafting policy coherence.

In April, Education Secretary 

Daniel French established the 
Continuity of Learning Task Force 
to identify “strategic opportunities 
in education that might emerge 
as  a result  of  the COVID-19 
emergency.”

The 22-person task force was 
composed of educators, school 
administrators and business leaders 
from across the state.

French said he and Deputy Secre-
tary Heather Bouchey selected task 
force members based on knowl-
edge of their “prior work, interest 
and role.”

“We were looking for some diver-
sity in perspectives,” he said in a 
Tuesday email.

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

There may not be a vaccine for COVID-19 
yet, but there is one for the flu.

With flu season approaching, local health 
organizations are preparing for flu shot clin-
ics. Health care workers say the pandemic 
makes minimizing flu infections more 
important than ever.

“The concern is ... that our health system 
could be overwhelmed,” said Nicole Moran, 
chief clinical operations officer for VNA 
& Hospice of the Southwest Region. “We 
definitely see an increase in hospitalization 
during the flu season. The secondary infec-
tions, pneumonia, are what typically cause 
admissions.”

While flu outbreaks don’t usually threaten 
to overwhelm the health care system, they 
could aggravate the effect of a winter increase 
in the COVID-19 infection rate, triggering 
shortages of hospital beds, ventilators and 
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A pedestrian walks by an elaborately decorated cat sculpture Wednesday on Main Street in Barre. The cat was painted by Vermont Paletteers 
artist Linda Kiniry. The Barre Rotary Club is looking for sponsors for cat, dog and race car statues that will be displayed next summer and then 
auctioned off as a fundraiser.
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Smoke in the atmosphere from western forest fires helps color the afternoon sun in East Montpelier 
on Wednesday. Smoke from the massive fires has been observed as far away as Europe.
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See Flu, page  A1

See Gas, page  A5
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See Report, page  A5


