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Editorial, A4

No school budget in Barre

Barre Town passes most budgets

Complaint starts 
shouting match 
during meeting

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Strike two!
A School Board hoping for 

redemption had to settle for rejec-
tion instead on Tuesday as voters in 
Barre and Barre Town collectively 
doubled down on their Town Meet-
ing Day defeat of a $50.5 million 
school spending proposal.

On a day when more than 2,800 
ballots were cast between the 
two communities the difference 

between passing and failing was an 
excruciatingly close 12 votes.

A slightly reduced version of the 
board’s failed budget failed again, 
1,407-1,395, forcing school direc-
tors, who meet Thursday night, 
to prepare for yet another special 
election next month.

The results, which came in waves, 
were profoundly disappointing to 
the board chair, Sonya Spaulding, 
who said she didn’t relish the pros-
pect of a third vote.

“Back to the drawing board,” 
she said, noting Thursday night’s 
agenda will be revised to reflect 
current events.

“It will be added,” she said of the 
budget. “It will be discussed.”

Spaulding watched as poll workers 
in the chilly B.O.R. Ice Arena literally 
counted the $50.4 million budget out.

T h o u g h  B a r r e  T o w n ’ s 
machine-tabulated results were 
available moments after the polls 
closed at 7 p.m. the hand count in 

Barre took nearly 45 minutes and 
effectively sealed the budget’s fate.

Not because the budget didn’t 
pass in the city — it did — but 
because it didn’t pass by enough.

Like Town Meeting Day, the 
early returns from Barre Town 
were ominous. On a day when 
1,732 of the town’s 6,300 regis-
tered voters cast ballots, the bud-
get narrowly failed, 903-829.

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE TOWN — Everything 
passed except for the school budget 
and there’s a new town clerk after 
Tuesday’s election.

Tina Lunt defeated Caitlin Janus 
1,060-605 to replace Town Clerk 
Donna Kelty who retired after 32 
years of service to the town.

Lunt is an administrative assistant 
at Barre Town Middle and Elemen-
tary School, a position she’s held 
for 8 years.

She took her oath of office shortly 
after Kelty read off the vote totals 
and was congratulated by Janus. She 
said she was excited and nervous.

“It’s been a long journey,” Lunt 

said. “I’ve got a big smile on under 
this mask.”

In other elections, Select Board 
members Norma Malone and Jack 
Mitchell ran unopposed for their 
three-year and two-year seats respec-
tively. Sue Paxman defeated Fred 
Thumm 1,283-293 for a three year 
term as auditor.

While Tuesday’s vote was on its 
normal schedule, it also included a 
revote of the Barre Unified Union 
School District’s budget which was 
voted down in March. Town resi-
dents voted the budget down again 
829-903.

The town budget passed 1,342-
379 and the highway budget passed 
1,537-188. The combined budgets 

of $7,381,821 are an increase of 
$153,625, or 2.12%, over the cur-
rent budgets.

Residents approved a measure 
asking if the first tax payment of the 
year could be moved out a month 
from Aug. 15 to Sept. 15 by a vote of 
1,634-82. Officials said this change 
was needed because the state 
pushed back its filing deadline a 
month for homestead declarations 
and property tax credit claims.

Kelty said there are 6,306 resi-
dents on the town’s voter checklist. 
She said 1,328 of them sent in an 
absentee ballot and another 419 
voted in person. Ballots were sent 
out to all registered voters except 
those who registered to vote after 

Town Meeting Day because Tues-
day’s vote had to follow the same 
procedures as the March vote.

Kelty said turnout was pretty good 
for a local election.

She said she was busy running 
the show and talking to residents 
Tuesday so it hadn’t really sunk in 
that it was her last election. Kelty is 
staying on in an advisory role until 
the end of June to help Lunt get 
up to speed.

“And I don’t really expect it to 
(sink in) in all honesty until proba-
bly July when I have that full month 
off. Then things might change a 
little,” she said.

eric.blaisdell 
@timesargus.com

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

WILLIAMSTOWN — 
What  s tar ted out  as  a 
quiet night devolved into 
a shouting match Monday 
when the Select Board 
tried not to get sucked 
into a long-running land-
lord-tenant dispute.

It isn’t clear the board 
succeeded, after a heated 
back-and-forth that began 
with Chairman Rodney Gra-
ham recusing himself.

Moments later, Graham, 

a local lawmaker who serves 
as the town health officer 
as well, came under verbal 
assault by a disgruntled 
tenant and things went 
downhill from there. The 
renter, Jason Cadorette, 
told board members he had 
been advised by a tenants’ 
advocate to meet with them 
because of the “… inability 
of the town health officer to 
do his job correctly.”

Cadorette said Graham 
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Danielle Trottier, 19, reigning Miss Vermont Outstanding Teen, casts her ballot Tuesday in Barre Town.
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Elsa Willner, 7, of Montpelier, reads a book Tuesday at the Kellogg-Hubbard Library in 
Montpelier. The library reopened for in-person browsing this week and will return to 
regular hours next week.

RECONNECTING WITH OLD FRIENDS

See Shouting, page  A5

See School, page  A5

Leaving a legacy
Norwich University Di-

rector of Athletics Tony 

Mariano will retire next 

spring after more than four 

decades of work.  B1


