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Gallery
Photographer Jeb Wal-

lace-Brodeur takes us 

inside the first show at the 

new Susan Calza Gallery 

in Montpelier.  A6

 � JAN. 11, 2018, DRAWS
Midday: 1-5-2 and 3-8-2-9 
Evening: 0-3-8 and 3-1-7-4
New York State:
4-1-1 LS6 and 2-6-8-8 LS24
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Insta

Jan 18th  
Granite City Showcase 

Barre Opera House • Barre

days
until 
the 

curtain 
opens!6

  VT. ARTS

Burlesque fest
The Vermont Burlesque 

Festival is bringing its 

“Granite City Showcase” to 

the Barre Opera House.  D1

  PERSPECTIVE

Taxing pot
We can regulate cannabis 

the Vermont way, driving 

innovation and building on 

our high-quality brand.  C5

  BUSINESS

Forging ahead
Trash haulers and 

waste-management districts 

forge ahead with recycling 

efforts despite some  

market challenges.  B3

Forced merger advances

Food stamp deadline looms

Committee leaders assigned at State House

Hemp is new 
cash crop in Vt.

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — History was made in 
the near-empty cafeteria at Spauld-
ing High School on Thursday night 
as the first forced merger under Act 
46 lurched toward its July 1 launch.

The “Barre Unified Union School 
District” is now official, though Tom 
Koch, who was elected moderator 
as the new district’s first piece of 

business, suggested its tongue-twisting 
name should be changed.

Koch swore in a first-of-its-kind 
“transitional board” that will cease to 
exist on April 9 when a new board is 
expected to be elected.

The size of that board and how its 
seats should be filled will be decided 
by voters in Barre and Barre Town 
at a special election on Feb. 19. The 
six-member transitional board also 

approved the warning for that special 
election Thursday.

Apart from board members and 
Town Clerk Donna Kelty, the only 
voter who attended the organizational 
meeting of the two-town, three-school 
district was Barre Town resident Dot-
tye Ricks.

Ricks has long lobbied against 
a merger that Barre Town voters 
rejected three times in the last two 

years. Though they finally approved 
it, 952-534, during a Tuesday re-vote 
that was triggered by a petition Ricks 
submitted, the favorable result fell 
short of the statutory requirement for 
reversing the earlier vote.

Based on the challenged results, 
at least 1,404 town voters — two-
thirds of the 2,106 who voted “no” in 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Those applying, or in the process 
of re-applying, for food stamp ben-
efits have an important deadline 
to keep in mind for next week 
because of the ongoing govern-
ment shutdown.

By the end of the day on Tues-
day, those applying for 3SquaresVT 
benefits, or who are in the process 

of renewing those benefits, need 
to contact the Department for 
Children and Families, said Anore 
Horton, executive director of Hun-
ger Free Vermont. Those who don’t 
will not receive their benefits for 
February.

Horton said those who need to 
complete an interview for their 
application should call 1-877-403-
7668 immediately. Those who are 

in the process of applying, being 
re-certified, who need to complete 
an interim report or who’ve had 
documents requested of them by 
DCF need to send those papers in 
right away. Those with questions 
should call the DCF Benefits Ser-
vice Center at 1-800-479-6151.

Hunger Free Vermont does 
outreach and educat ion for 
3SquaresVT on DCF’s behalf, 

said Horton. The group will post 
information related to food ben-
efits and the shutdown on its 
website, www.hungerfreevt.org/
government-shutdown.

The phone lines at DCF are 
expected to be busy, as there are 
about 70,000 in Vermont who use 
3SquaresVT, Horton said. She 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The Legislature’s largest fresh-
man class in recent memory has 
brought with it numerous changes 
in committee leadership.

Seven standing house commit-
tees got new leaders as the session 
opened this week. Rep. Kathryn 
Webb, D-Shelburne, is the new 
chairwoman of the House Educa-
tion Committee and was the only 
newly minted leader to respond to 
a media inquiry Friday.

“We have a very new committee,” 
she said. “More than half the mem-
bers have not been on the commit-
tee, so we’re currently dealing with 
the background information.”

Other House committees with 
new leadership include Commerce 
and Economic Development (Rep. 
Michael Marcotte, R-Coventry); 
Energy and Technology (Rep. Tim-
othy Briglin, D-Thetford); General, 
Housing and Military Affairs (Rep. 
Thomas Stevens, D-Waterbury); 
Government Operations (Rep. 

Sarah Copeland-Hanzas, D-Brad-
ford); Natural Resources, Fish 
and Wildlife (Rep. Amy Sheldon, 
D-Middlebury) and Transporta-
tion (Rep. Curtis McCormack, 
D-Burlington).

“There was an effort to balance 
committees based on demograph-
ics, district, party, gender,” Webb 
said. “That is more complicated 
than seating at a wedding.”

The Senate saw less turnover, 
so only two Senate committees 
have new leadership. Sen. Virginia 

Lyons, D-Chittenden, has taken 
over Health and Welfare while Sen. 
Joe Benning, R-Caledonia, is now 
chairman of Institutions.

One of the first bills the House 
Education Committee will take up, 
Webb said, will concern ethnic and 
racial issues in schools.

“It’s basically following from a 
report that indicated education 
is one of the areas where racial 
discrimination exists,” she said. 

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

For thousands of years, 
i n d u s t r i a l  h e m p  h a s 
been farmed and used as 
a fibrous substitute for 
everything from bricks to 
blouses, but has suffered 
due to association with its 
close cousin, marijuana.

But the Green Mountain 
State is about to get greener. 
Because of the passage of 
the Agriculture Improve-
ment Act on Dec. 20, indus-
trial hemp was freed of its 
long-standing reputation 
and legalized federally, mak-
ing hemp-derived products 

subject to FDA regulation 
and opening new avenues 
of commerce, said Tim Fair, 
founding partner at Ver-
mont Cannabis Solutions 
law firm in Burlington.

“It says any cannabis plant 
less than 0.3-percent THC 
is considered hemp and 
therefore not subject to 
the Controlled Substances 
Act of 1970,” Fair said. “But 
states can choose to pass 
more restrictive laws, just 
like alcohol. ”

Though hemp has been 
legal to grow and produce 
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Simeon Chapin leads a group of riders on a fat bike ride Friday afternoon at the North Branch Nature Center in Montpelier. The ride marked the 
official opening of a groomed fat biking trail network in the city. The Montpelier Parks Commission recently approved a plan from the Montpelier 
Area Mountain Bike Association to allow winter access to North Branch Park and North Branch Nature Center trails to fat biking for a one-year trial.

HITTING THE NEW TRAILS

LEGISLATURE 2019
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Lauren Andrews poses with some of the CBD products offered at AroMed Aromatherapy 
and CBD Shop in Montpelier on Friday.
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