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Thursday
TREE L IGHTING 

CEREMONY

Join Governor Phil Scott as he 

lights the state’s official holiday 

tree in front of the State House 

steps, with a festive regional 

choral ensemble. 4:30-5 p.m. Ver-

mont State House, 115 State Street, 

Montpelier, jack.zeilenga@vermont.

gov, 802-828-0749.

“People don’t want 

to incur the costs 

that would be needed 

to reduce their 

greenhouse gas 

emissions, such as 

driving an all-electric 

car, forgoing the 

airplane travel trip, or 

becoming a vegan ...”

Commentary, A4

In the news
A bomb threat proves to be 

a false alarm in Montpelier, 

plus other news from around 

Vermont.  A2

Water Street in Northfield will 

be a lot drier after the comple-

tion of a five-year storm water 

mitigation project to reduce 

flooding in the area.  A3 

The owner of the Devil’s 

Bowl racetrack faces charges 

after threatening three 

juveniles at gunpoint over the 

weekend.  A3

Bus service phases in changes

New abuse suits could cost church

Second Sundara Day 
Spa owner admits arson

Crowd-pleaser 
Shiffrin wins 
for a 62nd time

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Green Moun-
tain Transit started bus service out 
of the Montpelier Transit Center 
on Monday — but it will be a while 
before passengers can wait for buses 
in the transit center’s warm waiting 
room.

Passengers shivered outside while 
the climate-controlled waiting 
room remained dark and empty. 
GMT officials said they will install 
ADA-compliant buttons or “pad-
dles” that would allow people with 
disabilities to enter the waiting 

room, as well as other transit pas-
sengers, before the building can 
open.

The launch of the transit center 
follows an official ribbon-cutting at 
the site in October, which includes 
30 new, affordable apartments 
above the transit center, a project 
of Downstreet Housing and Devel-
opment in Barre and Housing 
Vermont.

But GMT and city  off icials 
were still wrestling with last-min-
ute details that include hiring 

By BERNARD CONDON  

and JIM MUSTIAN

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — At the end of 
another long day trying to sign up 
new clients accusing the Roman 
Catholic Church of sexual abuse, 
lawyer Adam Slater gazes out the 
window of his high-rise Manhattan 
office at one of the great symbols of 
the church, St. Patrick’s Cathedral.

“I wonder how much that’s worth?” 
he muses.

Across the country, attorneys like 
Slater are scrambling to file a new 
wave of lawsuits alleging sexual abuse 
by clergy, thanks to rules enacted in 
15 states that extend or suspend the 
statute of limitations to allow claims 
stretching back decades. Associated 
Press reporting found the deluge 
of suits could surpass anything the 

nation’s clergy sexual abuse crisis has 
seen before, with potentially more 
than 5,000 new cases and payouts 
topping $4 billion.

It’s a financial reckoning play-
ing out in such populous Catholic 
strongholds as New York, California 
and New Jersey, among the eight 
states that go the furthest with “look-
back windows” that allow sex abuse 
claims no matter how old. Never 

before have so many states acted in 
near-unison to lift the restrictions 
that once shut people out if they 
didn’t bring claims of childhood sex 
abuse by a certain age, often their 
early 20s.

That has lawyers fighting for clients 
with TV ads and billboards asking, 
“Were you abused by the church?” 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The second 
co-owner of the Sundara 
Day Spa has admitted to 
intentionally setting the 
business on fire exactly one 
year after the blaze.

Kristopher Kirby, 48, of 

East Montpelier, pleaded 
guilty Monday in Washing-
ton County criminal court 
to a felony count of first-de-
gree arson. Kirby has agreed 
to a sentence of two to 10 
years, all suspended except 
for 18 months to serve. The 
state agreed to dismiss four 

misdemeanor counts of 
reckless endangerment, per 
the plea agreement.

His wife Lesilee Kirby, 
49, also of East Montpelier, 
pleaded guilty in Septem-
ber to a felony count of 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

KILLINGTON — Mikaela 
Shiffrin emerged from the 
sun, which sat directly atop 
Superstar.

The narrative coming into 
the FIS Women’s World Cup 
was centered on the 24-year-
old American skier. Sweeping 
Killington would put her in sec-
ond place for the most lifetime 
victories at the tournament and 
bring her that much closer to 
overtaking recordholder Lind-
sey Vonn.

The top female skiers in the 
world gathered in Killington for 
the fourth year in a row, com-
peting in front of a crowd that 
was expected to total 40,000 
in the course of the weekend. 
In an interview between races, 
Gov. Phil Scott called it the larg-
est sporting event in the state 
and invited visitors from outside 
Vermont to “come back again.”

After two days of competi-
tion, Shiffrin ended the week-
end tied for the second-most 
wins all-time, after taking gold 

in Sunday’s slalom event, which 
marked her 62nd World Cup 
win.

Saturday was the giant sla-
lom, and Shiffrin was the third 
racer in the first run of the day, 
easily finishing faster than the 
two who went before her — 
German Viktoria Rebensburg 
and Switzerland’s Wendy 
Holdener.

Her lead didn’t last, though. 
Tessa Worley of France, who 
won the GS in the World Cup’s 
first year at Killington, claimed 
fist place immediately after 
Shiffrin’s first run. Then she 
was displaced by Italian Marta 
Bassino after which Slovakian 
Petra Vlhova took second place 
and pushed Shiffrin down to 
fourth.

Before the first run was over, 
Shiffrin fell to fifth as Michelle 
Gisin, another Swiss racer, sped 
into third.

Alice Robinson, a 17-year-
old up-and-comer from New 
Zealand, had been pegged as 
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Barre Figure Skating Club’s Nicole Gouge, left, Phoebe Osadchey-Brown, center, and Joanna Lloyd, right, link arms during their performance at 
Saturday’s Spruce Peak Lights Festival at Stowe Mountain. More photos appear today on A2.
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Holiday shoppers flock to the Barre Auditorium on Saturday for the Central Vermont 
Craft Show, featuring local artisans and vendors.

TWISTS AND TURNS

ALL SHOW

Some commuters caught in the cold
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Commuters board a GMT bus bound for Hospital Hill on Monday as the 
Taylor Street Transit Center had its first full day of bus service.

FIS WOMEN’S WORLD CUP
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