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Family owned and operated.

MATTRESS LAND

Delivery available.
See store for details.

Open: M-F 10-6
  Sat. 10-2

RECLINERS

IN STOCK! 

STARTING AT

$499
Available In Power
Starting at $699.00
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 � JAN. 20, 2021 DRAWS
Midday: 4-6-0 and 8-7-5-3
Evening: 7-5-0 and 7-0-7-1
Megabucks:
5-14-18-33-40 MB6
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“The day that 

dawned is one we 

will not soon forget. 

What we saw over 

the course of the day 

(an into the evening) 

were many examples 

of bright people with 

hopes for brighter 

days. And that is 

lighting the way 

toward hope.”

Editorial, A4

Lofty Goals
Coach Nick Foster and the 

Montpelier boys basketball 

team expect big things after 

going 20-4 last season.  B1
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46TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

Biden-Harris take office

By JONATHAN LEMIRE  

and ALEXANDRA JAFFE

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Joe 
Biden was sworn in as 
the 46th president of the 
United States on Wednes-
day, declaring that “democ-
racy has prevailed” and 
summoning American 
resilience and unity to con-
front the deeply divided 
nation’s historic confluence 
of crises.

Denouncing a national 
“uncivil war,” Biden took 
the oath at a U.S. Capitol 
that had been battered by an 
insurrectionist siege just two 
weeks earlier. Then, taking 
his place in the White House 
Oval Office, he plunged into 
a stack of executive actions 
that began to undo the heart 
of his polarizing predecessor 
‘s agenda on matters from 
the deadly pandemic to cli-
mate change.

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s inaugura-
tion came and went with no 
issues reported at the State 
House in the Capital City 
on Wednesday.

For well over a week, 
state officials had warned 

residents against coming 
to Montpelier for planned 
protests during the election 
in November and to show 
support for now-former 
President Donald Trump.

The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation had informed 
law enforcement nation-
wide that armed events 

were planned at all 50 state 
capitals Sunday. But no 
one showed up to protest 
in Montpelier. There was a 
counter-protest at City Hall 
on Sunday that drew dozens 
of people.

Officials were concerned 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The tax rate used to cal-
culate property tax bills paid by Gran-
ite City homeowners would increase 
more than 19 cents if voters approve 
municipal and school budgets that will 
be on the Town Meeting Day ballot.

Both budgets — one recently 
adopted by the Barre Unified School 
Board and the other just blessed by city 
councilors — were discussed during 
the council’s virtual meeting Tuesday 
night.

Based on best estimates most of the 
increase — 13 cents — can be traced to 
the $50.5 million school spending plan 
that voters in Barre and Barre Town will 
collectively consider March 2.

The balance — a hair more than 
6 cents — is tied to the $12.8 million 
budget proposed by City Manager 
Steve Mackenzie and unanimously 
endorsed by city councilors Tuesday 
night.

That pushed the projected increase 
to around 19 cents, and would pad 
a tax rate that is already among the 
highest in the state. The combined 
rates — one set by the council to cover 
municipal expenses and the other by 
the state for school purposes — sit at 
just less than $3.36-per-$100 assessed 
property value. The projected rate 
would climb to nearly $3.55-per-$100 
assessed property value. JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

A tree is silhouetted in Barre Town Wednesday as the sun gets 
obscured by snow clouds.

NEW DAY

By ZEKE MILLER  

and AAMER MADHANI

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Joe Biden is moving 
swiftly to dismantle Donald 
Trump’s legacy on his first 
day in office, signing a series 
of executive actions that 
reverse course on immigra-
tion, climate change, racial 
equity and the handling of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

T h e  n e w  p r e s i d e n t 
s igned the orders  just 
hours after taking the oath 
of office at the Capitol, 
pivoting quickly from his 
pared-down inauguration 
ceremony to enacting his 
agenda. With the stroke 
of a pen, Biden ordered a 
halt to the construction 
of Trump’s U.S.-Mexico 
border wall, ended the 
ban on travel from some 
Muslim-majority countries, 
declared his  intent  to 

Trump’s 
policies 
targeted

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Vermont State Police personnel patrol the grounds of the State House in Montpelier on 
Wednesday as the new Biden administration was inaugurated in Washington, D.C.

AP PHOTO

Joe Biden is sworn in as the 46th president of the United States by Chief Justice John Roberts as Jill Biden holds the Bible during the 59th 
Presidential Inauguration the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., on Wednesday as their children Ashley and Hunter look on.

President 
appeals 
for unity

State House sees no incidents

19-cent tax hike in balance

See Day One, page  A5See Capital, page  A5See Unity, page  A5

See Budget, page  A5


