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Thursdays
OPEN MIC

Must be 21 and over. Every Thurs-

day, 8 p.m. Gusto’s Bar, 28 Prospect 

St., Barre.

Election 2018
A look at the national political  

landscape as of press time.  A2

Tommy Walz and Peter 

Anthony win the Barre City 

House race, defeating John 

Steinman and incumbent 

Paul Poirier.  A3

Topper McFaun and Rob LaClair 

win re-election to their House 

seats in Barre Town.  A3

Mary Hooper and Warren 

Kitzmiller handily win re-elec-

tion to their House seats in 

Montpelier.  A3

Anne Donahue and Ken 

Goslant win House seats for 

Washington-1.  A3

Bernie Sanders handily 

wins a third term to the U.S. 

Senate.  A3

In the news
The Design Review Board in 

Montpelier ends hearing on 

the proposed public parking 

garage. A vote is expected 

soon.  B4

Police logs from Barre and 

Montpelier.  B4

ELECTION 2018

Act 46 merger bombs again

Capital OKs controversial articles

Cummings, Pollina, 
Perchlik win seats

Gov. Phil Scott,  
Rep. Peter Welch 
win re-election

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE TOWN — A marriage 
made in Montpelier was again 
rebuffed in Barre Town where 
voters rejected an Act 46-inspired 
merger and effectively dared the 
state Board of Education to do 
something about it.

On a day when their counterparts 

in Barre easily approved a retooled 
version of the merger that was 
derailed by another split decision 
in 2016, Barre Town voters again 
spoiled a merger by refusing to 
embrace the idea.

Town voters, who twice rejected the 
earlier merger by wide margins, didn’t 
stray from that script when consider-
ing the question for the third time.

Though Barre voters did their 
part, approving a refined version of 
the previously failed merger, 1,887-
567, it was overwhelmingly defeated, 
2,106-1,262, in Barre Town.

That was welcome news to those 
who sought to undermine a three-dis-
trict merger they claim the state 
Board of Education will not impose.

It is a theory that will be tested 

next week when the state board 
holds its daylong meeting in Barre. 
Originally scheduled next Wednes-
day at Williamstown Middle and 
High School, the state board will 
meet a week from Thursday at the 
Barre Elks Lodge.

The board, which has until Nov. 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — It was a clean 
sweep for four articles on the 
Capital City ballot Tuesday, with a 
controversial bond vote for a public 
parking garage passing by healthy 
margin, and other articles passing 
by even bigger margins.

In preliminary results, Article 1 
for the $10.5 million bond for the 

garage passed 2,459-1,877.
Article 2, a $16.75 million bond 

vote to upgrade aging infrastruc-
ture at the city sewer plant, passed 
handsomely 3,770-390.

Article 3, to seek a charter 
change to allow non-U.S. citizens to 
vote in municipal elections, passed 
2,857-1,488, making Montpelier 
the first city or town in Vermont 
to pass the measure that failed in 

Burlington in 2015 and in Win-
ooski earlier this year.

Article 4, to seek a charter 
change banning the sale of sin-
gle-use plastics, such as shopping 
bags, straws and food containers, 
passed 3,322-930.

Speaking after the polls closed, 
Mayor Anne Watson said she was 
delighted with the outcome of 
voting on the articles and thanked 

the people of Montpelier for their 
input and participation.

“I’m just so grateful to everyone 
who came out to vote and there 
was an incredible turnout,” Watson 
said. “I think it’s really valuable in 
the way democracy is supposed to 
work.

“I’m really grateful for the way 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Incumbents 
Ann Cummings and Anthony 
Pollina have been reelected 
to the Vermont Senate with 
newcomer Andrew Perchlik 
joining them.

Cummings, a Democrat, 
received 16,217 votes from 
18 of the 20 towns in Wash-
ington County as of 10 p.m. 
Tuesday. Pollina, a Progressive 
Democrat, received 13,978 
and Perchlik received 12,110. 
They bested their Republican 
counterparts where Chris 
Bradley received 7,241 votes, 
Ken Alger received 6,993 and 

Dwayne Tucker received 6,943. 
Independent Barre Wadle got 
2,506 votes.

Cummings, of Montpelier, 
has been elected to her 12th 
consecutive term and said she 
was pleased with Tuesday’s 
results.

“I never take an election for 
granted,” she said.

Cummings plans to spend 
the next two years looking at 
reducing property taxes. She 
was on the Senate Finance 
Committee last session, a com-
mittee Cummings assumes she 
will remain on.

By WILSON RING

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MONTPELIER — Vermont’s 
Republican Gov. Phil Scott is 
headed for a second term as 
the state’s top executive after 
fending off a challenge from a 
former utility executive who had 
become the first transgender 
major party gubernatorial nom-
inee in history.

On Tuesday, Scott defeated 
Democrat Christine Hallquist, 
who had campaigned with a Ber-
nie Sanders-esque promise of a 
$15 per hour minimum wage, 
universal health care and paid 
family leave.

Vermont voters, with their long 
history of supporting incum-
bent political candidates, stood 
behind the well-liked Scott and 
his theme of not raising taxes or 
fees as part of a broader effort to 
promote economic development 
and jobs while bringing more 
people to the state.

Also on Tuesday, U.S. Rep. 
Peter Welch, Vermont’s lone 
representative in the U.S. House, 
easily won re-election to his sev-
enth term Tuesday, defeating 
Republican Anya Tynio and two 
third-party candidates.

Welch, of Norwich, tradition-
ally one of the most liberal mem-
bers of Congress, said Vermont 
residents must fight what he feels 
are the disastrous policies of Pres-
ident Donald Trump.

U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders also 
easily won re-election to this 

third term. He was challenged 
by Republican businessman 
Lawrence Zupan, of Manchester.

Sanders spent little time 
campaigning in the state ahead 
of Tuesday’s election. Zupan, a 
Manchester real estate broker 
with experience in international 
trade, campaigned against what 
he felt was big government and 
social welfare programs.

Vermont’s two main guber-
natorial candidates, meanwhile, 
were waiting to learn their fates 
as town and city clerks across the 
state began counting the votes 
Tuesday night.

Democratic gubernatorial can-
didate Hallquist cast her ballot at 
about 8 a.m. before heading out 
across the state for some last-min-
ute campaigning.

Gov. Scott voted about noon in 
his hometown of Berlin.

In addition to local issues in 
some communities, voters chose 
among candidates for governor, 
the U.S. Senate, the U.S. House 
and all 180 members of the 
Legislature.

“I don’t like the way the 
country’s going these days, so 
I was interested in making that 
known,” said Joe John, 60, of 
Marshfield. “I voted Democrat.”

The race between Scott and 
Hallquist offered voters a clear 
choice between their policies. 
Hallquist, a former utility exec-
utive who is the first transgender 
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Montpelier voters continue casting ballots Tuesday at City Hall as the clock nears the 7 p.m. closing time.
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Barry Bender, participating in his first Northfield election since relocating to 
the area, emerges from behind a privacy curtain after completing his ballot at 
Northfield High School on Tuesday.

CASTING HIS BALLET

See Act 46, page  A8

WASHINGTON COUNTY SENATE

Cummings

Perchlik

Pollina

See Seats, page  A8

See Capital, page  A5

See Scott, page  A5


