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Saturday
UNDER MILK WOOD

Staged Reading. Dylan Thomas’ 

“play for voices,” follows the villagers 

of Llareggub through a day in the life 

of their small town. $10, Seniors 20% 

off, students $5, 7:30-10:30 p.m. 

Highland Center for the Arts, 2875 

Hardwick St., Greensboro, boxoffice@

highlandartsvt.org, 802-533-2000.

In the news
The Vermont Housing & 
Conservation Board awarded 
$6,656,970 in grants to 
organizations in Addison, 
Orleans, Lamoille, Windham, 
Rutland and Chittenden 
counties.  A2

Barre’s nightclub calls it 
quits.  A2

Three options to renovate the 
Recreation Center on Barre 
Street will be considered by 
the City Council today.  A3

Spaulding High School’s board 
holds its final meeting.  A3

Vt. preserves right to choose

Governor vetoes new gun bill

Chainsaw class  
for women lauded

Select Board pumps brakes on ATV ordinance

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The unre-
stricted right of Vermont’s women 
to access abortion services was 
secured Monday evening with the 
stroke of Gov. Phil Scott’s pen.

“Like many Vermonters, I have 
consistently supported a woman’s 
right to choose, which is why today 

I signed H.57 into law,” Scott said 
in a statement. “This legislation 
affirms what is already allowable 
in Vermont — protecting repro-
ductive rights and ensuring those 
decisions remain between a woman 
and her health care provider.”

“Given what’s happening at a 
national level, I think there’s a lot 
of astonishment and outrage at the 

lengths the opposition will go to 
take away rights of people who can 
get pregnant,” said Lucy Leriche, 
vice president of public policy for 
Planned Parenthood in Vermont. 
“What we have seen is an incredible 
outpouring of support from advo-
cacy organizations, Vermonters and 
the Legislature.”

The Vermont Right to Life 

Committee released a statement 
accusing Scott of harming Ver-
mont’s women and girls by signing 
the “anti-life” bill.

“H.57 goes beyond Roe v. Wade 
and may well be the most radical 
anti-life law in the nation,” Sharon 
Toborg, policy analyst for Vermont 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — A year after he 
signed the most sweeping gun leg-
islation in Vermont’s history, Gov. 
Phil Scott decided not to take it a 
step further.

The governor on Monday vetoed 
S.169, a bill introduced by the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee that would 
have created a 24-hour waiting 
period for handgun purchases.

The bill was frequently touted 
as a suicide-prevention measure. 
While gun control organizations 
like Giffords — the national group 
started by former congresswoman 
Gabrielle Giffords — pointed at 
studies broadly linking tighter gun 
control laws to decreases in suicide, 
the Vermont Federation of Sports-
men’s Clubs (VFSC) pointed out 
that only 6% of suicides in Ver-
mont involve guns, and almost all 

of those guns had been owned for 
more than 24 hours.

Even so, VFSC president Chris 
Bradley said the organization was 
involved in a project distributing lit-
erature to gun shop owners on how 
to spot and deal with customers at 
risk of suicide.

“Gun shop owners don’t want to 
sell to people who are going to kill 
themselves,” he said on Tuesday. 
“Owners don’t want that on their 

conscience.”
Ultimately, Bradley said, the bill 

would have violated the rights of 
Vermont gun-buyers to no appre-
ciable benefit.

“I believe it is well-intentioned,” 
he said. “I believe it is by people 
who are wishfully thinking this is a 
step in the right direction.”

Sen. Brian Collamore, R-Rutland 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

WOODBURY — In an era of 
equality, a local woman is leveling 
the playing field when it comes to 
one of the more macho traditions 
— wielding a chainsaw.

Katherine Cole Scoville quickly 
piqued the interest of locals when 
she advertised a Chainsaw Class 
for Woman on the Calais Front 
Porch Forum website recently. Four 
women signed up for her class in 
April and this weekend’s class is 
fully booked. Her next class will 
be June 29-30. There is no charge 
for the two-day course at the Wood-
bury Community Room and at her 
home in Woodbury.

Scoville, by all accounts, is a capa-
ble, resourceful women who enjoys 

being energetic and engaged in 
both her professional and personal 
life. She works part-time as a server 
at the Hardwick Street Café at the 
Highland Center for the Arts in 
Greensboro; as a department buyer 
at the Buffalo Mountain Co-op in 
Hardwick; and as a bus driver with 
Wild Cat Busing in Hardwick. She 
is the single mother of two chil-
dren, Karria, 18, Cyrus, 14 — both 
of whom can also use a chainsaw, 
she said.

Scoville bases her skills as a 
teacher of chainsaw lessons on 
years of experience.

“I took forestry in high school, 
my senior year, and learned how to 
operate a chainsaw, and after that 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

WILLIAMSTOWN — A proposal 
to open up portions of 20 town 
roads for use by all-terrain vehicles 
hit a speed bump during a crowded 
Select Board meeting Monday 
night.

Nearly 100 people filled the 
library at Williamstown Middle 
and High School — more than 
attended town meeting in March. 

The fate of an ordinance proposed 
in April and backed by members 
of a fledgling ATV club is suddenly 
in doubt and will be the subject of 
continued debate by a yet-to-be-ap-
pointed committee.

Board members Francis Covey 
and Chris Wade were designated 
to serve on that committee, which, 
Chairman Matthew Rouleau said, 
should include representatives 
of the BillTown Wheelers and 

residents who objected to the ordi-
nance proposed by the club.

Both sides were well-represented 
during a 90-minute public hearing .

Rouleau stressed at the outset 
that the board had not taken any 
formal action with respect to the 
requested ordinance, though mem-
bers have been cautiously support-
ive of the concept.

The club’s members depicted 
the proposed ordinance as a way 

to accommodate wholesome family 
fun by linking Williamstown with 
trails in neighboring Washington, 
Orange, Topsham and beyond. 
Traffic, they said, would flow both 
ways — a boon for some William-
stown businesses. They spoke of 
trails that would be well-maintained 
and rigorously policed, and sug-
gested seasonal use by ATVs would 
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Cosmetology students process into the Barre Auditorium on Tuesday evening during the CVCC Awards Night & Celebration of Program Completers.
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Katherine Cole Scoville, center, and attendees of one of her chainsaw classes.
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See H.57, page  A8

See Gun law, page  A8
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See ATV, page  A8


