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“Overall, 1 in 8 

American households 

say they sometimes 

or often don’t have 

enough to eat, 

according to a recent 

analysis of federal 

data.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Many Americans returning 

home from Thanksgiving 

break faced strict new coro-

navirus measures as health 

officials brace for a spike in 

cases nationwide.  A3

Health
As winter approaches, 

concerns are mounting about 

how individuals who suffer 

from mental illness might 

struggle more during the 

pandemic.  B6
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By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

BARRE — More than 220 COVID-
19 tests administered at the Barre 
Auditorium to Vermonters last 
Friday have been discarded by the 
state Health Department with no 
explanation.

Dr. Mark Levine, Vermont’s health 
commissioner, in an email to 224 
patients on Monday evening, offered 

“sincere apologies to you” for the 
inability to get tests processed.

The individual emails for all of the 
patients were visible in the mass email 
from the Health Department, raising 
serious medical privacy issues for the 
224 strangers. The patients appeared 
to come from multiple counties, not 
just Washington County.

Some of those receiving the 
6:01 p.m. mass email clearly were 

unhappy. Some used reply all to 
share their frustration with the other 
patients and in at least one case had 
doubt about the initial email.

“(WTF) is going on? Is this for real 
or a hoax?,” asked one patient.

Another wrote to the group, “This 
is a HUGE HIPPA violation. I should 
not be able to know over 200 strang-
ers medical information.” She added, 
“Nice to meet you all.”

HIPPA is a federal law designed to 
protect personal medical information 
from being shared. It does not cover 

general statistics for COVID cases.
“CC’d 224 people that their results 

got lost. That doesn’t seem like the 
best way to do it. lol,” said one patient.

“Somebody’s getting fired,” he later 
added.

The Times Argus has made a deci-
sion not to use any of the 224 patient 
names, even though a few agreed to 
their use during phone interviews.

Levine could offer no explana-
tion in the initial email for the lost 

224 COVID tests get tossed

Colleges continue to mull protocols
By LISA RATHKE

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

COLCHESTER — St. Michael’s 
College managed to keep coronavirus 
cases at bay for almost two months this 
fall with students tested upon arrival 
and once every three weeks.

But in mid-October, cases at the 
small Vermont school started to climb. 
The outbreak was linked to an ice rink 
more than 40 miles (64 kilometers) 
away. The liberal arts college shifted 
to all-remote learning and closed the 
campus to visitors. By November, a 
total of 76 of the roughly 1,400 stu-
dents on campus had tested positive, 
the school said.

“It was very concerning to experi-
ence the spike in cases that we did 
after so many weeks of surveillance 
tests with no positives,” President Lor-
raine Sterritt said by email.

When students come back for the 
spring semester, St. Michael’s will 
begin testing them weekly. The college 

may also require students to move to a 
separate residence hall when they are 
told to quarantine.

The coronavirus presented huge 
challenges for the fall semester for 
U.S. colleges that opened the aca-
demic year with in-person learning, 
including some that took a battering 
from outbreaks. Those not joining the 
growing number that will offer only 
virtual learning are assessing how they 
would bring students back after the 
winter holidays while the country faces 
crushing rates of virus infections.

Schools that are bringing students 
back are adjusting testing protocols, 
introducing new screenings, and elim-
inating spring breaks to discourage 
students from traveling to help keep 

campuses open.
Other schools big and small think 

it’s still possible to keep a pandem-
ic-era residential college experience.

California Polytechnic State Univer-
sity in San Luis Obispo plans to add 
saliva testing in the winter quarter that 
will be processed on campus and will 
allow it “to test many more people 
much more quickly — our current 
estimate is 4,000 tests per day by 
mid-January,” President Jeffrey Arm-
strong said in a campus-wide message 
this month.

In the spring semester, Colby Col-
lege in Maine wants to add some rapid 
antigen tests to twice-weekly tests for 
students, faculty and staff. It also did 
away with the one-week spring break 

replacing it with two mini-breaks in 
March and April.

“We’ll program stuff for the campus 
so people get a break,” Chief Financial 
Officer Douglas Terp said.

More schools are expected to 
require students get tested before they 
come to campus rather than when 
they arrive, as some institutions did 
before the fall semester, said Barbara 
Mistick, president of the National 
Association of Independent Colleges 
and Universities.

Institutions like Syracuse University 
in New York abandoned in-person 
learning earlier than planned this fall 
but are planning on a resumption of 
campus life next semester.

But a growing number of schools 
will stick with virtual instruction 
through the spring.

“We are seeing a rapid rise in col-
leges and universities announcing 

Towns brace for 
plowing shortage
in COVID winter

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

While hoping for the best, 
road crews around Vermont 
are preparing for what they’ll 
do if COVID-19 sidelines their 
plow truck drivers.

“This is obviously chal-
lenging. We’ve been fielding 
phone calls from members 
about this,” said Joe Damiata, 
director of risk management 
services at the Vermont 
League of Cities and Towns 
on Monday. “One thing we’ve 
been encouraging is social 
distancing and being flexible 

when you can, allowing peo-
ple to take trucks home and 
try to limit exposure between 
the various highway workers 
in any form possible.”

The number of reported 
COVID-19 cases has been ris-
ing across the country since 
October. Vermont, which 
had been seeing relatively 
low numbers, is likewise see-
ing an increase. State health 
officials and Gov. Phil Scott 
spent the weeks leading 
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Murray Hill Tree Farm in Waterbury Center was busy on Sunday afternoon. Miles Kendrick, 
a senior at Harwood Union High School, stayed busy using the baler to wrap Christmas 
trees on Sunday.
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Nate Cambio enjoys the swing during recess at Websterville Christian Academy on Monday morning.

SWING INTO THE SEASON

See Tests, page  A7
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The coronavirus presented huge challenges for the fall 

semester for U.S. colleges that opened the academic 

year with in-person learning, including some that took a 

battering from outbreaks.


