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Pushing a century of service

Quiros wants 
trial moved 
out of Vt.

Probe: Toxic PCBs in many schools

School bollards will be Barre granite

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE TOWN — Local officials 
recognized three town employees 
for a combined 97 years of service.

At its regular meeting Tuesday 
night, the Select Board adopted 
a resolution thanking Town Clerk 

Donna Kelty, Assistant Town Clerk 
Alice Bartlett and Joyce Beaudin, 
administrative assistant to the 
town’s assessor’s office.

Kelty has been elected six times 
and has served in that role for 19 
years. She served for 11 years as 
an assistant town clerk before that. 

Bartlett has served in her position 
for 30 years. Beaudin has also been 
at her job for 30 years, and she 
served as an assistant town clerk for 
seven years before that.

Board member Paul White read 
the resolution thanking the three 
for their hard work through the 
years, calling them “exemplary 
public servants with regard to 
integrity, conscientiousness, service 

orientation and compassion.” The 
resolution said the trio are valued 
colleagues because of their human-
ity and team orientation.

Also,  the resolution noted 
Bartlett’s “pachydermal memory” 
which got a laugh from those at the 
meeting.

Only Kelty knew about the spirit 
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BURLINGTON — Law-
yers  for a Miami busi -
nessman accused in  a 
multimillion-dollar fraud 
case in northern Vermont 
want his trial moved out of 
state because of what they 
call “inflammatory pretrial 
publicity.”

In court papers filed late 
Tuesday, lawyers for Ariel 
Quiros wrote that he cannot 
get a fair trial in Vermont.

“Spurred on by the Gov-
ernment and other federal 
and State politicians who 
have  scapegoated  Mr. 
Quiros to deflect attention 
from their own involvement 
in the charged conduct, the 
Vermont media have con-
victed Mr. Quiros before he 
has had his day in Court.”

A grand jury has indicted 
Quiros, the former owner 
of Jay Peak ski resort; Wil-
liam Stenger, the former 
president of the resort; 
William Kelly, an adviser 
to Quiros; and Jong Weon 
Choi, a South Korean busi-
nessman. They are accused 
of conspiring to embezzle 
investors’ funds and deceive 

investors about the AnC Bio 
Vermont project’s number 
of jobs and ability to gener-
ate revenue.

Quiros, Kelly and Stenger 
pleaded not guilty in May to 
engaging in a conspiracy to 
commit wire fraud; partic-
ipating in that conspiracy; 
wire fraud; and conceal-
ing facts about the plant’s 
investor funds. Quiros also 
pleaded not guilty to money 
laundering. A prosecutor 
said at the time that Choi 
remained at large. A phone 
message was left Wednesday 
for Choi’s attorney.

Both Quiros and Stenger 
have reached settlements 
with the state and U.S. 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission after they were 
accused of misusing more 
than $200 million raised 
from foreign investors 
for a number of projects. 
Quiros has admitted no 
wrongdoing.

In Tuesday’s motion, 
Quiros also sought to have 
the indictment dismissed, 
saying the relationships 

By TAMMY WEBBER  

and MARTHA IRVINET
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MONROE, Wash. — At 
first, teachers at Sky Valley 
Education Center simply 
evacuated students and 
used fans to clear the air 
when the fluorescent lights 
caught fire or smoked with 
noxious fumes. When black 
oil dripped onto desks and 
floors, they caught leaks 

with a bucket and duct-
taped oil-stained carpets.

Then came the tests that 
confirmed their suspicions 
about the light ballasts.

“Sure enough ... it was 
PCB oil,” said Cynthia Yost, 
who was among teachers 
who sent pieces of carpet 
and classroom air filters to 
a lab. Tests found elevated 
levels of the toxic chemi-
cals, used as coolant in the 

decades-old ballasts that 
regulated electrical current 
to the lamps.

Millions of fluorescent 
light ballasts containing 
PCBs probably remain in 
schools and day care centers 
across the U.S. four decades 
after the chemicals were 
banned over concerns that 
they could cause cancer and 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — School officials are 
hopeful they can replace bollards 
for a student walkway at Spaulding 
High School within a few weeks.

That will, hopefully, be the out-
come of efforts to resolve an embar-
rassing chapter for the “Granite 
Capital of the World” concerning 
the use of granite from China for 
bollards along the walkway at the 
school.

At a meeting of the school dis-
trict’s Facilities Committee on 
Wednesday, board members were 
told that the Barre Granite Asso-
ciation is expected to arrange for 
delivery of Barre Gray granite 
within a week to local granite sheds; 
within another week, the bollards 
will be cut and shaped.

The arrangement was assisted 
by Mark Gherardi, president of 
Buttura & Gherardi Granite Arti-
sans, who is president of the Barre 

Granite Association as well, said 
John Pandolfo, superintendent of 
the Barre Unified Union School 
District.

He said he hoped the project 
would be completed “before the 
snow flies.”

“So that’s the plan, and we had 
a discussion about where (the 
bollards) will be installed, because 
there was some thought of moving 
them to a different location than 
(where) the previous ones were. 

But what we agreed on, for the time 
being, is we will install them right 
where the others were taken out,” 
he added.

Guliano Cecchinelli, chairman 
of the Facilities Committee, con-
firmed the details of the arrange-
ment to replace the bollards with 
granite from Barre quarries.

“(The) granite block was ordered 
and is on its way to be cut, and once 
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Barb Asen, right, Central Vermont Council on Aging’s family caregiver support director, enjoys a story from Wayne Hood, of Corinth, during the 
monthly Memorable Times Cafe at the Vermont History Center in Barre. The program, which offers engaging activities for people with memory 
loss and their care partners, celebrated their first anniversary this week.

AP PHOTO

A toxicology team gathers samples inside the Sky Valley Education Center school in 
Monroe, Wash. The samples were tested for PCBs, or polychlorinated biphenyls, as well 
as dioxins and furans.
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Town celebrates trio of employees

EPA FACES PRESSURE

See Clerks, page  A7

See Bollards, page  A7

See EB-5, page  A7 See Toxins, page  A7

“Vermonters 

shouldn’t have to pay 

for access to their 

government’s public 

records. Government 

transparency is 

far too important 

to be revoked by 

government agencies 

when they feel 

inconvenienced.”

 Secretary of State  
Jim Condos, A4

In the news
Montpelier Alive’s executive 

director details some of the 

exciting changes happening 

around the Capitol City, 

and introduces readers to 

the upcoming Moonlight 

Madness.  A2

So much to talk about in Talk 

of the Town.  A3


