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Ice has begun to melt in Townsend Brook in Pittsfield.

U
ntil further 
notice, we will 
be publishing 

a print edition on 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday. We will be 
publishing an e-edi-
tion on Wednesday 
and Friday that will 
include stocks, comics, 
puzzles, marketplace 
and more. If you are 
looking for breaking 
news on these “off 
days,” please consult 
our website, which 
will have regularly 
updated news con-
tent. The COVID-19 
crisis has forced us to 
make this temporary 
change. We hope to 
be back to publishing 
five days a week as 
soon as the health 
crisis has abated. It 
is worth noting, we 
have suspended all 
walk-in traffic to our 
offices. We encourage 
our loyal subscribers 
and advertisers to call 
us when paying bills, 
renewing subscrip-
tions, placing ads or 
sharing news tips. Our 
customer service rep-
resentatives are eager 
to assist you. Feel free 
to call 800-244-2131. 
We remain grateful for 
your continued sup-
port of this newspaper 
during these challeng-
ing times. Thank you.
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As a local business, 

we treasure our role 

in this community and 

the customers and 

friends who support us. 

Purchasing a gift card 

now for future use can 

help us and other local 

businesses get through 

this challenging time, 

as we all work together 

to return to business 

as usual.

Call Tim Duguay
today to get a 
special advertising 
rate to promote 
your gift cards at 
802-774-3038

Stay safe, and thank you 

for your understanding 

and support!

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Gov. Phil Scott directed 
the end of the 2019-20 
school year on Thursday as 
part of the state’s effort to 
reduce the spread of the 
novel coronavirus and the 
disease it caused, COVID-19.

Scott had already ordered 
schools to close from March 
18 to April 6.

Under Scott’s directive, 
districts will close schools 
for in-person instruction 
through the end of the cur-
rent school year. They will 
be required to implement 
remote learning plans cre-
ated to assure “continuity of 
learning.”

To minimize disruption 
to students’ learning, school 
districts must have the plan 
in place for distance learning 
by April 13.

“The education of our stu-
dents and the bonding and 
learning experiences they 
have at schools are tremen-
dously important, so I fully 

appreciate the impact and 
difficulty of this decision,” 
Scott said in a statement. “I 
also recognize it will be chal-
lenging for some schools to 
implement remote learning 
through the end of the year. 
But I’m encouraged by the 
creativity I’ve seen from 
administrators, educators 
and parents already, which 
is why I know, together, they 
can rise to the occasion.”

In a separate statement, 
Don Tinney, president of the 
Vermont National Education 
Association, or NEA, said 
teachers were “disappointed 
and saddened” but under-
stand the health and safety 
needs at stake.

As of Thursday, the Ver-
mont Department of Health 
had identified almost 160 
cases of COVID from about 
2,000 tests. In Vermont, 
nine people have died due 
to COVID..

“In the 10 days since 
schools have been closed 
to students, we have seen 

the remarkable resiliency, 
ingenuity, and dedication of 
this state’s teachers, para-ed-
ucators, custodians, school 
nurses, food service workers, 
bus drivers, and administra-
tors. We have also seen how 
patient, understanding, and 
forgiving parents have been. 
Most of all, we’ve seen our 
students, thrust into a world 
like they’ve never experi-
enced, adapt and survive in 
remarkable ways,” Tinney 
said in a statement.

In his administration’s 
press release, Scott noted 
some school districts have 
set up “creative and criti-
cally-needed” programs to 
offer onsite care for students 
whose parents are working 
on the frontlines in this 
response. Scott ordered 
those steps last week.

“These educators and 
staff who are finding ways to 
support these families have 
been critical to our COVID-
19 response efforts and I am 
so proud and appreciative 

of their hard work, creative 
can-do attitude and their 
willingness to step up in this 
moment of service. These 
educators, and the staff 
supporting them, represent 
the very best of our public 
education system,” Scott said.

The agency of education 
will provide technical guid-
ance to districts by the end 
of the week, specifically 
looking to address chal-
lenges around equitable 
access to learning opportu-
nities, Free and Appropriate 
Public Education, or FAPE, 
programs for students with 
disabilities, continuation 
of school meals and school 
attendance and school calen-
dar requirements.

The Department for Chil-
dren and Families will pro-
vide updated reimbursement 
provisions for providers, 
both those who are and are 
not providing health care 
under Scott’s directives.

Tinney, a high school 
English teacher who leads 

the 13,000-member Vermont 
NEA, said residents should 
remember teachers would 
rather be in school with 
students than working from 
home or in buildings with no 
children.

“I think a note from a 
fellow teacher says it all: 
‘I miss my students. I miss 
them walking in my room all 
grumpy and coaxing a smile 
out of them and I miss them 
walking into my classroom 
beaming with some great 
news or amazing accom-
plishment. I think that’s the 
hardest part of this. I miss my 
students,’” he said.

According to a news 
release from the Scott admin-
istration sent on Thursday 
evening, the closure decision 
was made in consultation 
with the Vermont Depart-
ment of Health and the 
Agency of Education.

This article will be updated 
on Friday.

patrick.mcardle@
rutlandherald.com

Scott closes schools for the year

By STAFF REPORT

Another 35 patients with 
COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the novel coro-
navirus, were identified by 
the Vermont Department of 
Health on Thursday.

Vermont has identified 
nine deaths caused by 
COVID-19. There was one 
more reported in the past 
day.

The total number of 
positive COVID-19 tests for 
Vermont on Thursday was 
158, out of 2,008 tests. The 
number of cases reported 
Wednesday was 123.

Also on Thursday, the 

health department urged 
caution on using certain 
drugs to treat or prevent 
COVID-19.

“At this time, the U.S. 
Drug Administration has 
not approved any drugs spe-
cifically for the treatment of 
patients with COVID-19,” the 
release stated.

Anti-malarial drugs chlo-
roquine and hydroxychloro-
quine, among others, have 
been widely discussed as 
potential treatments. How-
ever, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, or 
CDC, has said there is not 
enough data.

“In fact, there are signifi-
cant potential risks to taking 
such drugs, including death,” 
the release stated.

Most people who get 
COVID-19 can manage their 
symptoms at home with rest, 
drinking fluids and taking 
fever-reducing medication, 
according to the health 
department.

Patients should talk to 
a health care provider 
before taking any substance 
alleged to prevent or treat 
COVID-19.

Health care providers 
were asked not to prescribe 
these drugs unless they’re 

for patients with diagnosed 
conditions, and not for pre-
vention, to help maintain the 
supply for Vermonters who 
need them.

On Thursday, the Health 
Department website added 
several new sections.

One, “Ask a Question,” 
allows visitors to type ques-
tions about COVID-19 in 
Vermont into a box. The 
question will be answered 
with the currently available 
information, according to 
the health department’s daily 
update.

Another new page was 
added to meet the specific 

needs of health care pro-
viders. It includes current 
guidance, health alerts and 
resources for protecting 
patients and health care 
workers in different settings.

The third new set of set 
of pages include fact sheets 
with COVID-19 information 
for health care workers, in 
addition to Vermonters who 
are awaiting test results for 
COVID-19, diagnosed with 
COVID-19 or a close contact 
of someone with COVID-19.

patrick.mcardle@rutland-
herald.com

patrick.mcardle@
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35 more COVID-19 cases reported
Virus has killed nine in Vermont

SPRING THAW

Free School Meals
 �BARRE CITY

Green Acres — 11:10 a.m.
Highgate Apartments — 11:10 a.m.
Lincoln House — 11:20 a.m.
Dollar General North Barre — 11:20 a.m.
Granite Museum — 11:30 a.m.
Vermont Historical Society — 11:30 a.m.
Mathewson School — 11:40 a.m.
R&L Archery — 11:40 a.m.
Barre Auditorium — 11:50 a.m.
Ward 5 — 11:50 a.m.
Brook Street School — Noon

 �BARRE TOWN
Canadian Club — 11:15 a.m.
Leo/Deerfield Street South Barre — 11:15 a.m.
Rudd Farm Road — 11:20 a.m.
Graniteville Store — 11:30 a.m.
Cogswell/Graniteville Road — 11:40 a.m.
New Life Assembly Church — 11:40 a.m.
Websterville Baptist Church — 11:50 a.m.
Mill/Church Street East Barre — Noon

MONTPELIER ROXBURY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

 �MONTPELIER HIGH SCHOOL
5 High School Dr., Montpelier, 11-11:30 a.m. 
Monday — Friday. From the side service en-
trance. Please drive past the MHS main office 
toward the next service door on the right. Stay in 
your car, we’ll bring the food to you.
4 Cummings Street — Montpelier, 11 — 
11:15 a.m. Monday — Friday. Look for the 
MRPS van.
Hunger Mountain Co-Op — 575 Stone Cutters 
Way, Montpelier. 11:45 a.m. — noon, Mon-
day-Friday. Look for the MRPS van parked in 
the lot behind the Co-Op parking lot in front of 
the Nature Conservancy building. Please review 
and respect Hunger Mountain Co-Op’s Shopper 
Code of Conduct if you intend to shop there.

 �ROXBURY VILLAGE SCHOOL
1559 Roxbury Road, Roxbury. 11:45 a.m. — 
12:15 p.m., Monday-Friday. Near the front 
entrance

 �WASHINGTON CENTRAL
There are hundreds of stops because this is 
essentially dropping off meals where buses pick 
up students with some additions on roads the 
buses don’t typically travel.

 �HARWOOD UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL 
DISTRICT
Three times a week Monday (2 lunches, 2 
breakfasts), Wednesday (2 lunches, 2 break-
fasts), Friday (one lunch, one breakfast):
Thatcher Brook Primary School (High Street 
entrance in Waterbury) 9 a.m. — 1 p.m.
Moretown Elementary School bus loop 9:45 — 
10:05 a.m.
Waitsfield Elementary School parking lot 10:25-
10:45 a.m.
Harwood High School bus loop 11:05-
11:25 a.m.
Fayston Elementary School parking lot 9:45 – 
10:05 a.m.
Warren Elementary School bus loop 10:25-
10:45 a.m.


