
Teen center on table for Barre

May survives no-confidence vote

Michael Cohen gets 3 years in prison

Gebhart to review 
growth prospects

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Mayor Lucas Her-
ring’s plan to create a downtown 
teen center in a vacant city-owned 
building isn’t yet ready for prime 
time, but it’s getting close.

Herring provided city councilors 
with a brief preview of his still-evolv-
ing plan Tuesday night, but stressed 
a more detailed proposal involving 
the iconic Wheelock Building will 

be coming soon.
Though much of the work 

has been done since councilors 
embraced the concept in Sep-
tember, Herring said some key 
questions remain unanswered and 
he wasn’t ready to make a formal 
request.

That will soon change and Her-
ring told councilors he could be 
asking for a decision from them as 
early as next month.

“I’m not looking for a decision 
before January,” Herring said, 
vowing councilors will be provided 
dozens of documents related to the 
proposal well in advance.

Herring said he wasn’t ready to 
share those documents because 
they were still being refined and 
could change depending on the 
outcome of a meeting next Thurs-
day with representatives of the 
Barre Partnership.

Herring noted the Partnership 
is currently without an executive 
director and it is unclear whether 
the downtown organization is 
interested in co-locating with a teen 
center in the historic building that 
was the decades-long home of the 
Barre Area Senior Center and more 
recently housed an antiques shop.

“There might be a partnership 

By JILL LAWLESS

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON — British Prime Min-
ister Theresa May survived a brush 
with political mortality Wednesday, 
winning a no-confidence vote by 
Conservative lawmakers that would 
have ended her leadership of party 
and country.

May won the vote of 317 Con-
servative legislators with a 200-117 
tally that reflected the discontent 
within the party over her handling 
of Britain’s exit from the European 

Union.
Despite the victory,  Brexit 

remains her government’s biggest 
problem. May is heading to Brus-
sels to seek changes to her divorce 
deal from the European Union in 
order to make it more palatable to 
Parliament.

The balloting came after May’s 
Conservative opponents, who cir-
cled the prime minister for weeks 
hoping to spark a no-confidence 
vote, finally got the numbers they 
needed to call one.

The result was announced to 
loud cheers from lawmakers. 
Under party rules, May cannot be 
challenged again for a year.

May had earlier vowed to fight 
for the leadership of her party and 
the country “with everything I’ve 
got,” and spent the day holed up 
in the House of Commons trying 
to win over enough lawmakers to 
secure victory.

“A change of leadership in the 
Conservative Party now will put our 
country’s future at risk,” May said 

in a defiant statement outside 10 
Downing St.

She said that ousting her and a 
vote on her replacement — a pro-
cess that could take weeks — could 
result in Brexit being delayed 
or even halted. May, who spent 
Tuesday touring European Union 
capitals to appeal for changes to 
sweeten her divorce deal for reluc-
tant U.K. lawmakers, has until Jan. 
21 to hold a vote on the agreement 

By LARRY NEUMEISTER and TOM HAYS

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Michael Cohen, 
President Donald Trump’s one-
time fixer, was sentenced Wednes-
day to three years in prison for 
crimes that included arranging the 
payment of hush money during the 
presidential campaign to conceal 
his boss’ alleged sexual affairs, 
telling a judge that “blind loyalty” 
led him to cover up Trump’s “dirty 
deeds.”

Separately, the legal and political 
peril surrounding Trump appeared 
to deepen when prosecutors 
announced that another piece of 
the investigation had fallen into 
place: The parent company of the 
National Enquirer acknowledged 
dispensing some of the hush 
money in concert with the Trump 
campaign to fend off a scandal that 
could have damaged his White 
House bid.

Cohen, 52, shook his head 

slightly and closed his eyes as a 
judge pronounced his sentence 
for evading taxes, lying about 
Trump’s business dealings and 
violating campaign-finance laws in 
buying the silence of two women 
who claimed they had sex with 
the candidate. Cohen and federal 
prosecutors have said the payments 
were made at Trump’s direction to 
influence the election.

“It was my own weakness and a 
blind loyalty to this man that led 

me to choose a path of darkness 
over light,” said Cohen, a lawyer 
who once boasted he would “take a 
bullet” for Trump. “Time and time 
again, I thought it was my duty to 
cover up his dirty deeds rather than 
listen to my voice.”

The twin developments repre-
sented a double dose of bad news 
for the president, who ignored 
reporters’ questions about Cohen 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — A six-
month report card on the 
current and future pros-
pects for economic growth 
in the Capital City will be 
presented to the City Coun-
cil at its meeting Dec. 19.

The report will be pre-
sented by Laura Gebhart, 
executive director of the 
Montpelier Development 
Corporation, who started 
work in May. She replaced 
Joe Evans, the MDC’s first 
leader, who stepped down 

unexpectedly in January 
after only nine months on 
the job, reportedly for fam-
ily reasons.

The MDC was established 
last year to coordinate the 
comprehensive Economic 
Strategic Development Plan 
approved by the city in 2016 
to boost job growth, attract 
new business, encourage 
new housing development 
and increase enrollment in 
city schools. The plan calls 
for potential annual returns 
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B’fer Roth, left, and Spencer Salinder put shingles on the roof of a new playhouse being constructed Wednesday behind the Brown Library in 
Northfield. Roth and his partner Chris Haake starred in the television show “The Treehouse Guys” on the DIY Network and built this structure 
using locust trees from Putney. The project was paid for with funds from the state’s Northfield Promise Community grant with support from the 
Green Mountain United Way and will be fully accessible to all when completed.
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Laura Gebhart, executive director of the Montpelier Development Corporation, poses 
Wednesday in downtown Montpelier.
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Friday
Movie Night & PJ Party. With pop-

corn and hot chocolate. $3 for kids, 

$5 for adults, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Central 

Vermont Moose Lodge, 110 Business 

Center Rd, Williamstown, shellybre-

sette@gmail.com, 249-0985.

“A close reading in a 

modern context may 

reveal something we 

had not previously 

noticed — something 

unpleasant, offensive 

or exclusionary. And 

as marginalized 

groups increasingly 

gain access to the 

cultural conversation, 

their voices should 

rightfully be heard.”
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