
Merger raises budget issues

Dispatch plan placed on hold

Local man linked to Bulger death

Senior housing 
proposed near 
the Berlin Mall
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BARRE — However it happens, 
the anticipated merger of the two-
town, three-school Barre Supervi-
sory Union has injected uncertainty 
into this year’s budget-building 
process.

How much to ask voters to spend 
on public education is always a 

question this time of year. Who 
will be doing the asking, for which 
schools, and when never are.

Until now.
Assuming the state Board of 

Education affirms last week’s 
provisional decision to merge the 
Barre, Barre Town and Spaulding 
High school districts when it meets 
on Nov. 28, only one of those new 

questions will be answered. The 
other two will have to wait on the 
results of a petitioned re-vote in 
Barre Town, where a structurally 
identical merger was resoundingly 
rejected for the third time two 
weeks ago.

Superintendent John Pandolfo 
acknowledged as much while meet-
ing with three local school boards 

that likely won’t have the last word 
in budget deliberations no matter 
what Barre Town voters decide 
during the Jan. 8 re-vote.

Barely an hour after leaving the 
state board meeting, Pandolfo pre-
dicted the days of Barre and Barre 
Town voters separately approving 
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MONTPELIER — The executive 
director of the Central Vermont 
Public Safety Authority tendered 
his resignation in the wake of a 
joint city council meeting that 
didn’t produce the clear signal 
members of the inter-municipal 

cooperative were hoping for.
A day after pitching the author-

ity’s proposal to create a consoli-
dated emergency communications 
center serving Barre, Montpelier 
and surrounding communities 
that now rely on separate, city-run 
dispatch centers, Francis “Paco” 
Aumand announced he will be 

stepping down after three years at 
the helm of the two-town authority.

Aumand’s resignation Thursday 
wasn’t directly tied to the luke-
warm reception the regional dis-
patching plan received from Barre 
and Montpelier city councilors at 
a joint meeting the night before. 
However, Tom Golonka, chairman 

of the CVPSA board, said Friday the 
two weren’t completely unrelated.

Had the authority’s board received 
a green light to proceed with its plan 
— or even a hint one could be com-
ing soon — Golonka said Aumand 
likely would have remained on to 
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M O N T P E L I E R  —  A 
former Capital City man 
is reportedly one of four 
suspects in the alleged pris-
on-beating murder of Bos-
ton mobster James “Whitey” 
Bulger.

Sean McKinnon was 
among the suspects iden-
tified by prison officials at 
the Hazelton penitentiary 
in West Virginia where 
Bulger was killed on Oct. 

30, according to a New York 
Times report. Bulger was 
reportedly beaten to death 
with a padlock in a sock.

McKinnon is serving an 
eight-year sentence for 
stealing 12 handguns from 
R&L Archery in Barre in 
March 2015 to trade for 
drugs in Connecticut.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  c o u r t 
records, McKinnon stole 
a Jeep from Central Ver-
mont Auto Sales and then 
broke into R&L Archery in 

the early hours of March 
15, 2015, and stole 12 .22 
caliber handguns. He then 
drove to Hartford, Con-
necticut, where he traded 
the guns for heroin and 
cocaine, returning to Ver-
mont within hours of the 
burglary.

Two days later, federal 
and local law enforcement 
executed a search warrant 
at McKinnon’s Montpelier 
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BERLIN — It isn’t “com-
ing soon,” but a plan to 
develop 98 units of senior 
housing could be the next 
big thing at the Berlin Mall.

The first-of-its-kind pro-
posal for Berlin was pitched 
to a short-handed Select 
Board this week and, if all 
goes well, could soon be 
before the Development 
Review Board.

Brad Dousevicz, of Douse-
vicz Inc., said initial design 
documents for the project, 
which will include a mix of 
independent and assisted 
living units, are complete 
and should be filed with the 
town in coming days.

Local approvals will be 
obtained before Dousevicz 
applies for a state land-use 
permit he will need to con-
struct the four-story residen-
tial building on one of the 
undeveloped “out lots” on 
the mall property.

Dousevicz, whose com-
pany has developed more 
than 500 senior housing 
units in Vermont, plans to 
build on two-acre out lot 
located near the end of the 
mall’s entrance off Route 
62. The lot is located on 
the south end of the mall, 

which is owned by Heiden-
berg Properties Group.

Cabot consultant Michael 
Rushman,  d i rec tor  o f 
marketing and strategic 
planning for the mall’s 
out-of-state owner, said the 
housing project Dousevicz 
wants to build on the unde-
veloped knoll overlooking 
Walmart’s outdoor garden 
center, is consistent with his 
client’s evolving vision for 
the property.

“Our vision is to create a 
vibrant town center where 
people of all ages live, 
work and play in a way that 
embraces community and 
celebrates life in central 
Vermont,” Rushman said. 
“This senior housing proj-
ect perfectly fits with this 
plan.”

The “town center” con-
cept is reflected in the 
recent work of town plan-
ning commissioners.

“This project is right in 
the ‘sweet spot’ that the 
Berlin master plan and 
zoning calls for,” Rushman 
said, who advocated for the 
changes on behalf of his 
client.

“It’s exciting because 
w e ’ v e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  a 
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The Capital City Thanksgiving Farmers Market was held at Montpelier High School on 
Saturday. The gym was filled with fresh produce, meats, cheeses and other local crafts. 
Here, Chris Thompson, owner of Owl Hill Farm, weighs squash for John Clark.
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Damien Fullmer watches the model trains on display at the Annual Rails Model Railroad Show held in the Barre Auditorium on Saturday.
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WEDNESDAY

Mid-Week Movie: “Planes, Trains, 

and Automobiles.” Hilarious 

Thanksgiving travel movie starring 

Steve Martin and John Candy. Bring 

a non-perishable food item or a 

donation for the Hardwick Area Food 

Pantry. 6 p.m. Highland Center for the 

Arts, 2875 Hardwick St., Greensboro, 

533-9075.

“The report 

shows the foster 

care experience 

in Vermont is 

challenging as well. 

In addition to the 

trauma of abuse or 

neglect that resulted 

in being removed 

from their homes 

and placed in the 

foster care system, 

experiences while in 

foster care can lead 

to worse outcomes 

for youth.”
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In the news
A Barre night club owner is 

charged with assault.  A3

A local man is charged with 

stealing from a worksite.  A3

In Montpelier’s police log: 

scooter vandalized, and 

streets turn to sled runs.  A3

CENTRAL VERMONT PUBLIC SAFETY AUTHORITY

See Merger, page  A8

See CVPSA, page  A7

See Housing, page  A8 See Bulger, page  A7

NYT REPORT


