
Sign up now – Cutoff Date is Monday, January 25th 
Payment at time of order is preferred      Credit/Debit Cards, Check or cash 

 

BARRE AREA SENIOR CENTER 
802-479-9512 131 South Main St (EF Wall Complex) 

Shepherd’s Pie Fundraising Dinner 
Thursday, January 28th  $10.00 per person   Pick-up 4-6pm 

Dinner size portion of Hearty Shepherd’s Pie! Served with Side Salad, Crusted Roll and Dessert 
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Divided States of 
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do so with dignity.”
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Virus counts show decrease

Trump wishes new president luck 

ATV club 
urged to 
OK option

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — State officials say 
cases of the novel coronavirus are starting 
to come down in Vermont and nationally.

Also, they gave a briefing on the latest 
relief efforts passed by Congress.

Just last week, Michael S. Pieciak, com-
missioner of the Department of Financial 
Regulation, said cases of the virus had 
never been higher in the U.S.

At Gov. Phil Scott’s regular Tuesday news 
conference, Pieciak, who analyzes the pan-
demic data, said this week’s data “provides 

a much more optimistic outlook for our 
country, for our region and for our state. 
Suggesting, even, that the U.S. may have 
surpassed its third peak.”

Pieciak cautioned, as residents have 
seen during the past 10 months, things 
can change quickly, for the better but the 
worse as well.

He said the national case rate has 
declined each of the past seven days. He 
said there’s been an 18% decrease in new 
cases reported this week. Pieciak noted 
this is the first sustained decrease in cases 

By JILL COLVIN and JONATHAN LEMIRE

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Trying to repair 
his tarnished legacy, President Donald 
Trump trumpeted his administra-
tion’s accomplishments and wished 
his successor luck in a farewell video 
as he spent his final full day in office 
preparing to issue a flurry of pardons 
in a near-deserted White House, sur-
rounded by an extraordinary security 
presence outside.

“This week we inaugurate a new 
administration and pray for its suc-
cess in keeping America safe and 
prosperous,” Trump said in the 
video “farewell address,” released 
by the White House less than 24 
hours before President-elect Joe 
Biden’s inauguration. “We extend 
our best wishes. And we also want 
them to have luck — a very import-
ant word.”

Trump, who spent months trying 

to delegitimize Biden’s win with 
baseless allegations of mass voter 
fraud, repeatedly referenced the 
“next administration,” but declined 
to utter Biden’s name. Many of 
Trump’s supporters continue to 
believe the election was stolen 
from him, even though a long list 
of judges, Republican state officials 
and even Trump’s own government 
have said there is no evidence to 
support that claim.

Trump was also expected to 
spend his final hours granting 
clemency to as many as 100 people, 
according to two people briefed 
on the plans. The list of pardons 
and commutations is expected to 
include names unfamiliar to the 
American public — regular people 
who have spent years languishing 
in prison — as well as politically 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

WILLIAMSTOWN — The Select Board 
has pumped the brakes on a request it 
remove two town roads from a trail net-
work that is set to reopen in mid-May 
while urging the president of the local 
ATV club to do his level best to secure an 
off-road option in the next 30 days.

The move buys the Billtown Wheelers 
time to do what some suggested during 
Monday night’s remote board meeting 
it should have done already — find a 
way around Boyce and Tripp roads.

Though there aren’t many residents 
on those roads, the folks who live there 
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Josh Sainz, of Marshfield, measures the diameter of a 40-foot tall steeple being built Tuesday in the Barre Town workshop of Southgate Stee-
plejacks. The spire will be installed on a church in Derby, Connecticut.
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A logger loads recently cut trees onto a logging truck Tuesday at a landing in Plainfield.
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STAFF REPORT

MONTPELIER — Gov. Phil Scott is isolating after offi-
cials said a contractor who has attended the two most 
recent news conferences tested positive for the novel 
coronavirus.

According to a news release, a contractor who provided 
services for the state at the briefings on Jan. 15 and Jan. 
19 tested positive for the virus. The release did not state 

Scott, Cabinet members, 
Lauzon exposed to virus

UNHAPPY TRAILS?
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