
Peete named capital’s police chief

14 dairy farms folded in May

Barre Town 
sees massive 
mail-in voting

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Though it 
happened by complete coinci-
dence, the Capital City has hired 
a man that local officials believe is 
the first black police chief in Ver-
mont at a time when the nation is 
protesting the treatment of black 
people by law enforcement.

The city held a news conference via 
Zoom Wednesday morning to intro-
duce the community to Brian Peete.

Peete, 44, will start working 
alongside current Chief Anthony 
Facos on June 15, after he com-
pletes the two-week quarantine nec-
essary because of the novel coro-
navirus pandemic. Facos is retiring 
after 35 years of service. Peete is 
expected to take over July 1.

City Manager William Fraser said 
Peete has had a long career in law 
enforcement and the military. Fra-
ser said the last two police chiefs 
were Montpelier residents who had 

worked their way up the ranks, but 
this new police chief hails from out 
of state.

Peete had been working as the 
police chief in Alamogordo, New 
Mexico, and was born and raised 
in Chicago. Fraser said the city had 
19 people apply for the job of the 
city’s top law enforcement official, 
but Peete was the best candidate of 
the bunch, and quickly became the 
city’s top choice.

“He impressed us with his 

demeanor, knowledge, breadth 
of experience, leadership skills 
and emphasis on mental health 
awareness and response,” the city 
manager said.

Fraser said the hope is Peete will 
continue the police department’s 
high level of services put in place 
by Facos.

Peete first served in the U.S. Air 
Force, working his way up to region 
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Fourteen Vermont dairy 
farms stopped producing 
milk in the month of May, 
according to the Agency of 
Agriculture.

Meanwhile, lawmakers 
are hearing from more 
than just the milk products 
industry on how to allocate 
$50 million of dairy relief 
proposed by the governor.

Secretary of Agriculture 
Anson Tebbetts said this 
week that in May 2019, only 
one dairy farm stopped pro-
ducing milk.

The agency inspects all 
Vermont dairy farms for 
compliance with sanitation 
and water quality rules on a 
monthly basis.

“They let us know we no 
longer need to come to 
their farm for inspection 
because they’re no longer 
mi lk ing cows  or  sh ip -
ping milk,” said Tebbetts, 
explaining how the agency 
keeps a tab on the number 
of dairy farms producing 
milk.

Prior to May, there were 
about 760 dairy farms milk-
ing cows.

“Usually i t ’s  a pretty 
strong indication of clo-
sure,” he said. “Sometimes 
farmers do come back into 
business and they’ll let us 
know, but we have very few 
that are in a seasonal situa-
tion. This is a pretty strong 
indication it was a very dif-
ficult month.”

Tebbetts said the farms 
that stopped producing 
were scattered across the 
state and were mostly small 
to medium-sized produc-
ers. The state considers 
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BARRE TOWN — Res-
idents overwhelmingly 
approved the town budget 
and narrowly approved 
$40,000 for the “Rock Solid” 
marketing campaign during 
a “drive-thru” election, where 
more than 900 people mailed 
in their ballots.

The town historically has 
voted on a budget and elected 
officers in May, but that had 
to change due to the novel 
coronavirus pandemic. In 
April, the Select Board elected 
to hold a “drive-thru” election 
instead of the typical election 
at Barre Town Elementary & 
Middle School in an effort to 
stop the spread of the virus 
that causes COVID-19.

Residents were urged to 
vote by mail as much as pos-
sible, but they did have the 
option Tuesday of going to 
the Department of Public 
Works garage and filling out 
a ballot in their cars. In total, 
1,121 residents voted. Of 
those, 971 voted by absentee 
ballot. That’s a significant 
increase in turnout when 723 
residents voted in last year’s 

local election, most of them 
in person.

Residents voted 831-249 to 
approve the proposed general 
fund of $4,047,821, which is 
an increase of $259,445, 
or 3.72%, over the current 
budget.

According to the town, 
the largest new item in the 
general fund is $56,060 for 
new lights at the softball field. 
The budget also includes an 
increase of $34,020 due to 
the information technology 
service provider the town uses.

The police department is 
seeing its full-time wages go 
up $23,275. This is due to the 
department filling two open 
officer positions.

The fire department is 
seeing a $33,120 decrease 
because the town has paid 
off breathing equipment pur-
chased for firefighters.

Residents also approved the 
proposed highway budget by a 
vote of 970-137. That budget 
is $3,180,375, a increase of 
$79,565, or 2.56%, over the 
current budget.

The biggest increase in 
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Montpelier’s new chief of police, Brian Peete, poses with his wife, Natalie, and daughter, Gabriella, 6, after being announced Wednesday in Montpelier.
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A crew of landscapers from Landshapes, of Richmond, plants the summer display of 
flowers outside the State House in Montpelier on Wednesday.
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“In the absence of 

leadership, we are 

fortunate leaders 

are standing up 

right now. Their 

voices are badly 

needed.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
So much to talk about in Talk 

of the Town.  A2

Your turn
Commentaries appear today 

on pages A4, A5 and B8.

Budget passes; Bolduc wins

FQW
Cat Heatley talks about how 

the pandemic has been 

affecting her life, and her 

thoughts on self-isolation.  A5

See Peete, page  A7

See Town, page  A7 See Dairy, page  A7
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Gov. Phil Scott said a COVID-19 
outbreak in Winooski is likely to 
be followed by others as the state 
continues to slowly reopen.

Scott said during a news confer-
ence Wednesday that he was watch-
ing the situation in Winooski — 
about which little information was 
available but has been reported as 
involving seven new cases — as his 

administration worked on require-
ments for indoor dining, which he 
hopes to announce Friday.

The governor said indoor dining 
will be “very curtailed” at first, and 
that he was not prepared to let bars 
reopen.

“We have a very long way to go 
to get our restaurants back on 
their feet, but we have to start 

Scott: Outbreaks expected
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Republican Gov. Phil Scott said 
Wednesday that President Donald 
Trump’s trip this week to a D.C. church 
caused a peaceful protest to become 
“something uglier.”

“I was watching in disbelief,” he 

said on Wednesday. “You could see 
it unfolding right before your eyes. I 
knew as soon as he said he was going 
someplace important it would turn into 
a spectacle.”

Scott was asked early in his 

Race, violence discussed

See Race, page  A7See Scott, page  A7


