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Re-vote could reshape district

Unified budget raises concerns

Legislators decry homelessness

Plainfield insists 
on Route 2 fix

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — A new school board 
will be sworn in at Spaulding High 
School on Jan. 10. Which one will 
be determined by Barre Town vot-
ers on Jan. 8.

It could be the nine-member 
board that was elected by voters 
in Barre and Barre Town last 
month as part of a failed school 

district merger that has since been 
imposed by the state Board of 
Education. If not, it will be a “tran-
sitional board” whose six members 
have now been selected and whose 
service will be short.

Only one of the two boards 
will actually be seated, but due to 
warning requirements Superinten-
dent John Pandolfo has scheduled 
organizational meetings for both at 

6 p.m. on Jan. 10 in the Spaulding 
library.

Pandolfo won’t know which of 
those meetings to cancel until after 
Barre Town votes for the fourth 
time on a merger its voters have 
handily rejected three times in the 
last two years.

Thanks to a petition filed by 
merger critics, the Jan. 8 re-vote will 
give town voters an opportunity to 

reverse the latest lopsided result.
It won’t be easy.
The merger, which town voters 

rejected, 2,106-1,262, last month 
can’t just pass during the upcom-
ing special election, it must pass 
with the support of at least 1,404 
votes — two-thirds the number that 
voted “no” on Nov. 6 in order to 
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BARRE  — Providing public edu-
cation to students in the two-town, 
three-school “Barre Unified Union 
School District” would have a $42 
million price tag based on the lat-
est draft of a budget prepared by 
school administrators.

The budget reflects the com-
bined cost of running elementary 
schools in Barre and Barre Town, 

as well as jointly owned Spauld-
ing High School and the Spauld-
ing-based Central Vermont Career 
Center.

Barring a judicial, or legislative 
reprieve that undoes the merger 
recently ordered by the state Board 
of Education those four budgets 
will be bundled into one next year 
and presented to voters in Barre 
and Barre Town.

The budget’s bottom line is still 

a moving target and so – for the 
moment – is when it will be on the 
ballot. A Town Meeting Day vote 
isn’t out of the question, but would 
require Barre Town voters to over-
turn their recent rejection of the 
merger the state board has since 
imposed.

If that doesn’t happen – and 
there’s a good chance it won’t – the 
budget vote could be scheduled in 
late-April, May or possibly June.

The $42 million figure represents 
the total projected cost of running 
three currently separate school sys-
tems and the regional career center. 
It doesn’t reflect nearly $7.4 million 
in projected revenue that would 
bring the merged district’s education 
spending to just under $35 million.

If you consolidated the current 
year’s budgets and deducted the 
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MONTPELIER — An 
appeal was made Tuesday to 
legislators to fund programs 
to end homelessness in cen-
tral Vermont by 2020.

At a public forum Tues-
day, nearly half a dozen leg-
islators attended the forum 
at Christ Episcopal Church, 
where they heard from rep-
resentatives from a number 
of local agencies that deal 
with the homeless on a 
number of levels, includ-
ing housing, employment, 
nutrition, social services 
and mental health care.

H o s t e d  b y  Ve r m o n t 
Interfaith Action in Wash-
ington County, member-
ship includes churches in 
the area, Good Samaritan 
Haven homeless shelter, 
Caps tone  Communi t y 
Action, Washington County 
Mental Health, Downstreet 
Housing and Development, 
Pathways Vermont and the 
Vermont Housing and 
Conservation Board. The 
alliance is dedicated to 
working together to support 
the area’s most vulnerable 
individuals and families 
by providing shelter, food, 
clothing, housing, heating 

assistance, mental health 
and other social services 
— a combination of which 
can help avoid pitfalls that 
lead to greater crises such 
as homelessness, the sepa-
ration of families, drug and 
alcohol addiction, crime 
and prison time, and asso-
ciated costs for the state and 
communities.

The VIA presented a 
report on its work over the 
last 2½ years, and represen-
tatives of member organi-
zations urged legislators to 
continue to fund homeless 
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PLAINFIELD — Local 
officials have signed a letter 
urging the state to come up 
with a “robust” fix for the 
problem intersection at 
Route 2 and Main Street in 
Plainfield.

The Select Board signed 
the letter at its regular 
meeting Monday night. 
The letter is addressed 
to Joe Flynn, secretary of 
the Vermont Agency of 
Transportation. Copies will 
also be sent to Gov. Phil 
Scott, legislators that rep-
resent Plainfield and other 
officials.

For several years local 
officials have been trying 
to get the state to fix the 
intersection. The issues 
with the spot, where Main 
Street dips down into the 
village at a bend in Route 2 
marked by a single blinking 
yellow light, stem from poor 
sight lines, and the slope 
down onto Main Street can 
be especially hazardous in 
winter due to ice and snow. 
The intersection also sits in 
Plainfield’s village which is a 
designated historic district.

The letter was prompted 
b y  a  r e c e n t  m e e t i n g 
between local and state 
officials, after which those 
in Plainfield walked away 

thinking the state was con-
sidering a “quick fix” for the 
intersection. That solution 
entails removing a guardrail 
on the island along Route 
2 and installing a slope 
that would run towards the 
village. The guardrail has 
been a problem because it 
causes sight issues for those 
trying to turn onto Route 2 
from Main Street.

But officials in Plainfiled 
want a “robust” fix, saying 
just removing the guardrail 
does not address the other 
issues such as a blind curve 
when driving towards East 
Montpelier on Route 2 and 
the steep slope on Main 
Street. The board attached 
plans for such a fix to its 
letter, an alternative for the 
intersection created by the 
state in 2015.

That plan, labeled “Alter-
native 2B,” would remove 
the island completely and 
create a T-intersection for 
Route 2 and Main Street.

“We understand the chal-
lenges with a project of that 
scale, including the poten-
tial need to detour Route 
2 traffic,” the letter stated. 
“But given the issues at the 
intersection, a much more 
robust solution such as that 
set out in ‘Alternative 2B’ 
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Skip Flanders, of Waterbury, a member of the Ten Pin Gang team, bowls a few practice frames at the Twin City Family Fun Center in Berlin before 
the start of Tuesday night’s league games.
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Members of Vermont Interfaith Action call on legislators to help fund an end to homeless-
ness in central Vermont by 2020 at a public forum in the Capital City on Tuesday.
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Games and conversation. Every 

Wednesday. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Barre 

Area Senior Center, 131 South Main 

St. #4, Barre, bascdirector@yahoo.

com, 479-9512.

“Where is the sense or 

sensibility? Where is 

the leadership? Or even 

the pragmatists who 

can point to this kind of 

behavior and say, ‘This 

is not how compromise 

works!’ By its very 

definition, compromise 

means neither side gets 

everything they want. 

Unless, of course, you 

are a bully.”
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In the news
A draft of the state telecom-

munications plan is scheduled 

for several public hearings.  A3

A new farm bill ensures that 

maple syrup and honey 

producers won’t have to 

label their pure products as 

containing added sugars.  A3
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