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Thursday
VON TRAPP

Singer and guitarist Elizabeth 

von Trapp performs for the Noon 

Concert series with songs of the 

season. Bring a bag lunch and drink. 

Donations asked for a new stained-

glass window by a local artist. 

12 p.m. Christ Church Episcopal, 64 

State St., Montpelier, lraerad@aol.

com, 223-3631.

“We are fortunate to 

have the opportunity 

in Vermont to see 

world-class skiers 

dominating their 

sport. But we are 

more fortunate to 

see such class acts 

as Mikaela Shiffrin 

and her colleagues 

reminding us that 

sport is hard, but 

being compassionate 

humans really is 

easy.”

— Editorial, A4

More World Cup coverage 

can be found on this page 

and in the Sports section, 

which starts on B1.

In the news
A Middlesex man leads 

police on a multi-town chase 

on Thanksgiving.  A3

Small Business Saturday 

gets off to a solid start.  A2

Hot time on cold city streets

Deadline looms for pool project

World Cup shatters records

Gebo to be tried 
this summer

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The forecast is far 
from optimal, but it’s now or never 
when it comes to paving portions 
of several city streets that have been 
waiting for a fresh coat of blacktop 
for weeks.

The asphalt plant in neighbor-
ing Berlin has already closed for 
the season and while trucking in 
hot mix from Burlington is still an 

option it won’t be for much longer. 
Even if it was, City Manager Steve 
Mackenzie said Monday there is 
only one way to describe the time 
frame for responsibly applying it.

“It’s beyond tight,” he said.
That might be an understate-

ment, because while some city 
streets have been paved later than 
this in recent years, Mackenzie said 
the conditions were completely 
different.

“Winter just closed in on us 
sooner than usual,” he said, noting 
all hopes it would make a brief 
retreat have run out.

Daytime temperatures won’t hit 
50 degrees again before it’s far too 
late to matter and 40 degrees isn’t 
in the extended forecast either.

“The reality is we’ve lost the win-
dow for ideal, or even good, paving 
weather,” Mackenzie said.

With portions of seven city streets 

still exposed, Mackenzie said the 
time for waiting on the weather is 
over.

“We’ve just got to get them 
paved,” he said.

Public Works Director Bil l 
Ahearn said that’s the plan for all 
seven of the streets that still need 
attention.

According to Ahearn, the city has 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — It’s way too chilly to be 
thinking about swimming in Barre, 
but some key deadlines involving a 
planned upgrade to the city’s soon-
to-be-70-year-old swimming pool 
are approaching.

One of them will arrive at noon 
on Wednesday when qualified 

architectural and engineering 
consultants must submit proposals 
for redesigning and refurbishing 
the municipal pool that was con-
structed in 1949.

The pool closed in its current 
configuration for the last time over 
the summer, and while city officials 
are exploring whether at least part 
of next year’s eight-week season 

could be salvaged before construc-
tion begins, the project is a priority.

Funding for the design work 
— an estimated $80,000 — was 
included in a $1.15 million bond 
issue voters approved on the same 
day they separately agreed to spend 
up to $720,000 on improvements to 
the leaking concrete pool.

T h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  a d d r e s s 

structural deficiencies that had 
long been flagged by the city’s 
insurer, replace infrastructure 
much of which is as old as the 
pool, and enhance the recreational 
facility.

Conceptual plans envisioned the 
creation of a sloped walk-in access 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

KILLINGTON — After 
breaking last year’s atten-
dance record, the World 
Cup a t  K i l l ing ton  Sk i 
Resort will  return next 
y e a r,  a  s p o k e s w o m a n 
for  the mountain sa id 
Monday.

This was the third year 
Ki l l ington has  been a 
s t o p  o n  t h e  A u d i  F I S 
Alpine Ski  World Cup 
circuit. Last year, 34,000 
people attended over the 
course of the three-day 

event. This year’s event 
drew 39,000 people, said 
Courtney DiFiore, com-
m u n i c a t i o n s / P R  a n d 
social media manager at 
Killington Resort.

After a successful first 
y e a r,  t h e  r e s o r t  a n d 
World  Cup organizers 
formally agreed to hold 
the event at the moun-
ta in  tw ice  more ,  w i th 
an option to return for 
another  year.  DiF iore 
said that will happen, but 
the exact date isn’t being 
a n n o u n c e d  j u s t  y e t . 

Renewal decis ions wil l 
take place on an annual 
basis, she said.

The event drew 5,500 
o n  F r i d a y,  1 8 , 5 0 0  o n 
Saturday and 15,000 on 
Sunday,  D iF iore  sa id , 
adding that  the resort 
had been hoping for an 
even 40,000, but is sat-
isfied with the turnout. 
DiFiore said the resort 
will be busy in the com-
ing days taking stock of 
how things went, seeking 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Randal Gebo’s 
murder trial is set for some-
time this summer.

Gebo, 62, faces a felony 
first-degree murder charge and 
a felony count of aggravated 
vehicle operation without the 
owner’s consent, in addition 
to five misdemeanor counts 
of credit card fraud and a mis-
demeanor count of cruelty to 
animals. Gebo is being held 
without bail at Northern State 
Correctional Facility in Newport.

A status conference was held 
in Washington County criminal 
court in Barre Monday, where 
Assistant Attorney General 
Elizabeth Anderson reported 
she, along with Washington 
County State’s Attorney Rory 
Thibault and Gebo’s attorney 
David Sleigh, are in the process 
of deposing witnesses in the case.

Gebo was not in attendance 
for the hearing. Sleigh, who 
appeared by phone, said depo-
sitions likely will be completed 
by the end of February. Sleigh 
said he expected the case 
would be ready for trial in late 
spring or early summer.

Anderson said the trial 
would take at least a week, 
if not longer. Sleigh agreed.

Judge Mary L. Morrissey said 
she will set aside two weeks for 
jury draw and the trial starting in 

mid-June. Morrissey also said she 
would schedule another hearing 
in mid-February to again check 
on the status of the case.

Cindy Cook’s body was 
found on Brook Road in Mid-
dlesex on July 12, 2017. Police 
said an autopsy determined 
her death was a homicide. Her 
body was found in an advanced 
state of decomposition, suggest-
ing Cook, 59, had been dead 
several days before the body 
was found, police said. Her 
hands and feet were bound 
with dog leashes, police said.

According to court records, 
eyewitnesses reported Gebo 
and Cook were together in 
Middlesex just prior to her 
death. Cook was reportedly 
bound and choked to death.

Gebo was arrested in Illinois 
on state and federal warrants 
in July 2017. Police said he was 
driving Cook’s 2009 Mini Coo-
per at the time of his arrest 
and was using her money as 
he drove across the country.

Gebo was returned to Ver-
mont in August 2017 and federal 
charges were dropped. Officials 
said the federal charges of trans-
portation of a stolen vehicle and 
unauthorized use of a bank card 
were discarded so the state could 
move forward with its murder 
charge as quickly as possible.

eric.blaisdell 
@timesargus.com
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Barre residents pose for pictures with Santa following the Barre Partnership’s Downtown Barre Holiday Parade & Tree Lighting on Saturday in 
Vermont City Park.
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Newly elected Washington-7 District representative Kari Dolan, center, listens to a 
presentation on committee structures along with 27 other freshmen representatives 
during legislative orientation day at the State House on Monday.
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LEARNING THE ROPESMURDER CASE
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