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“These discussions 

are long overdue. But 

they are necessary 

and the decisions 

that come from them 

must pass the test 

of time. We must 

resolve – once and for 

all – systemic racism, 

and put an end to 

the violence that it 

inevitably brings.”
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Abortion clinic law tossed

Scott: Stay the course amid outbreak

Contract talks reach impasse

House allocates 
nearly $1B in 
COVID relief

By MARK SHERMAN

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — A divided 
Supreme Court on Monday struck 
down a Louisiana law regulating abor-
tion clinics, reasserting a commitment 
to abortion rights over fierce opposition 
from dissenting conservative justices in 
the first big abortion case of the Trump 
era.

Chief Justice John Roberts and his 

four more liberal colleagues ruled that 
a law that requires doctors who perform 
abortions must have admitting privileges 
at nearby hospitals violates abortion 
rights the court first announced in the 
landmark Roe v. Wade decision in 1973.

The outcome is far from the last word 
on the decades-long fight over abortion 
with dozens of state-imposed restrictions 
winding their way through the courts. 
But the decision was a surprising defeat 

for abortion opponents, who thought 
that a new conservative majority with two 
of President Donald Trump’s appoin-
tees on board would start chipping away 
at abortion access.

The key vote belonged to Roberts, 
who had always voted against abortion 
rights before, including in a 2016 case 
in which the court struck down a Texas 
law that was virtually identical to the one 
in Louisiana.

The chief justice explained that he 
continues to think the Texas case was 
wrongly decided, but believes it’s import-
ant for the court to stand by its prior 
decisions.

“The result in this case is controlled by 
our decision four years ago invalidating 
a nearly identical Texas law,” Roberts 
wrote. He did not join the opinion 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Gov. Phil Scott 
continues to urge Vermonters to 
do what they can to help slow the 
spread of the novel coronavirus.

The commissioner of the state 
Department of Health also said 
there are no new cases to report 
from an outbreak in Fair Haven 
and there have not been confirmed 
reports of long-term impacts from 
those who got the virus in the state.

At his regular news conference 
Monday, the governor started off 
by thanking those in state govern-
ment who have been working since 
mid-March on stopping the spread 
of the virus that causes COVID-
19. He also thanked residents for 
their efforts, such as wearing masks 
in public and social distancing, 
because Vermont is in much better 
shape than other states.

According to the Department of 
Health, there were six new cases of 

the virus to report Monday, bring-
ing the total confirmed cases to 
1,208. The death toll is 56, which 
has remained the same for weeks.

“This has not been easy for any-
one. And while we’ve come a long 
way, we know it’s not over and it’ll 
be a while longer before we’re truly 
back to normal,” Scott said. “But 
if we continue with the same spirit 
and commitment we’ve been going 
through over the past four months, 
I know we’ll get through this and 

be stronger than we were before.”
Some states, such as Texas and 

Florida, are seeing record num-
bers of new cases of the virus while 
Vermont continues to be in good 
shape.

But there have been a handful 
of outbreaks of the virus around 
the state. Earlier this month, the 
state announced multiple people 
had tested positive for the virus at 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

B A R R E  —  A  n e w 
approach to labor negotia-
tions has produced a pair 
of all-too-familiar results in 
the Barre Unified Union 
School District. Roughly 
270 unionized teachers 
and about 125 support 
staff just entered the final 
day of their collectively bar-
gained contracts, even as 
negotiations involving new 
agreements have suddenly 
stalled.

High hopes that “interest 
based bargaining” could 
deliver speedier settlements 
than more adversarial negoti-
ations historically have fizzled 
even as the two-town, three-
school district was readying to 
change chief executives.

Departing Superinten-
dent John Pandolfo, whose 
last official day on the job 
in Barre is today, had hoped 
to leave his successor, David 
Wells, with a pair of settled 
labor contracts.

Instead, Wells will step 

into the same circumstance 
Pandolfo did when he 
replaced John Bacon as 
superintendent of what was 
then the Barre Supervisory 
Union five years ago.

Pandolfo’s first day on 
the job in 2015 coincided 
with unionized teachers and 
para-educators first day work-
ing under the terms of just-ex-
pired contracts. The same will 
be true when Wells settles in as 
superintendent on Wednesday.

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Federal deadlines limited 
how much COVID-19 relief 
funds the House opted to 
invest in broadband expan-
sion, according to House 
Speaker Mitzi Johnson.

Johnson, D-South Hero, 
spoke remotely at a virtual 
news conference Monday 
about how the House voted 
late last week to appropriate 
nearly $1 billion in federal 
coronavirus relief aid.

She was joined by House 
Majority Leader, Jill Kro-
w insk i ,  D -Bur l ing ton , 
chairwoman of the House 
Committee on Appropria-
tions, Kitty Toll, D-Danville, 
and Chairwoman of theH-
house Committee on Ways 
and Means, Janet Ancel, 
D-Calais,

Toll said the House allo-
cated $20 million in fed-
eral funds to broadband 
connectivity.

“Which is critical as we 
have learned the greater 
need for connectivity as 
our children were learn-
ing remotely and more 
people were forced to 
work  remotely  due to 

the pandemic,” she said. 
“Within that $20 million 
there was an extension 
of broadband, last-mile 
connections, telehealth, 
and long-term planning 
into the future so that Ver-
monters can work remotely 
by choice, or if by need, 
and the same for children 
learning, whether it’s pre-k 
through 12 or higher edu-
cation, either by choice or 
by need.”

Johnson was asked, given 
that federal rules require 
coronavirus relief funds be 
spent by the end of the year, 
if it was possible to get said 
connectivity projects up and 
running within the given 
time frame. She said that’s 
one reason the allocation 
is $20 million — not $100 
million.

“Honestly, we were trying 
to figure out how to invest a 
whole lot more, specifically 
so we could get as much 
build-out as possible, and it 
was the time factor that was 
the biggest limitation for 
us,” she said.

The legislature had been 
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AJ Pierce, 2, of Northfield, enjoys Playground 2000 in Barre on Monday as the state lifted restrictions on the use of playgrounds that had been 
closed due to the coronavirus pandemic.
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How many people does it take to brighten up the city? It took Herb Tarlic, from Wendel 
Electric, to install lighting Monday on the canopy of the Pearl Street pedestrian way 
in downtown Barre.
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