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Senior All-Stars
The Vermont Basketball 

Coaches Association 

named the teams for 

Saturday’s Senior All-Star 

games at CVU.                    B1

Spring checklist
We’re all eagerly awaiting 

the time when we can head 

back into our gardens and 

get them into shape for the 

coming growing season. 

                                                           C1

‘The Farm Boy’
“The Farm Boy,” a story 

of love and adventure, will 

begin its world premiere 

tour next weekend in Hyde 

Park, continuing to seven 

more Vermont locations 

through May 13.                 D1

‘The Farm Boy’
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Barre school budget on the rise

Herbicide bill clears House committee

Suspect in Waterbury 
gun theft busted by 
feds for drug house

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The fi nance committee 
of Barre’s budget-challenged school 
board just welcomed three new mem-
bers, elected one of them chair, and 
was presented with two detail-free 
proposals — both calling for spend-
ing more than the $54 million fi gure 

voters in Barre and Barre Town col-
lectively rejected on Town Meeting 
Day.

One of the administrative proposals 
would boost spending in the pre-K-
12 district by 5%. The other refl ects a 
6.5% increase. Both call for spending 
signifi cantly more than the just-failed 
version that divided the board and 

fueled a protest vote led by those — 
including then-board chair Sonya 
Spaulding — who believed it was far 
too lean.

Spaulding, who was replaced as 
chair of the board by Giuliano Cec-
chinelli II last week, was elected chair 
of the fi nance committee on Thursday 
night.

The committee, which includes 
two citizen representatives, didn’t 
weigh in on either alternative, and it 
doesn’t appear the panel will play a 
substantive role in a second round of 
deliberations that will set the stage for 
a May 9 revote.

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — A bill 
that would have placed a mor-
atorium on using herbicides 
in Vermont’s lakes has left the 
House committee from where 
it originated, but minus the 
moratorium.

H.31, “An act relating to 
aquatic nuisance control” 

passed out of the House 
Committee on Environment 
and Energy Friday with an 
8-2 vote.

House Rep. Paul Cliff ord, 
R-Rutland, and Rep. Brian 
Smith, R-Derby, were the two 
“no” votes.

R e p .  A m y  S h e l d o n , 
D-Middlebury, chair of the 
committee, wasn’t present. 

The meeting was run by Rep. 
Laura Sibilia, I-West Dover, 
the committee’s vice chair.

Sibilia said Friday that the 
bill will now go to the House 
Committee on Appropri-
ations, which has another 
week to vote it out. This was 
the last week before crossover, 
when the House and Senate 
exchange the bills they’ve 

been working on.
The bill was introduced 

by Rep.  Seth Bongar tz , 
D-Manchester, the commit-
tee’s ranking member. He 
was asked to do so by people 
opposed to the Lake Bomo-
seen Association’s application 
to the Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation for 
a permit to use ProcellaCOR, 

an herbicide, to help control 
milfoil on Lake Bomoseen.

The application was filed 
about a year ago, leading to pro-
longed and intense debate within 
the community, with the oppo-
nents being particularly vocal.

T h e  p e r m i t  a p p l i c a -
tion can be viewed at bit.

By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

B U R L I NGTO N  —  A 
three-time convicted felon from 
Morristown has been charged 
by federal authorities with 
knowingly and intentionally 
making his residence available 
for unlawful storing, distrib-
uting and using of controlled 
substances, offi  cials said.

Michael K. Ulrich, 31, who 
authorities say is also a suspect 
in the theft of two handguns 
from a Waterbury gun store 
last month, appeared briefl y in 
U.S. District Court in Burling-
ton on Thursday afternoon.

Federal Magistrate Judge 

Kevin Doyle ruled that Ulrich 
was a danger to the community 
and needed to be detained.

The federal  detent ion 
ruling came as the state has 
repeatedly failed to jail Ulrich, 
even when he was reportedly 
carrying crack cocaine when 
checking in at the state pro-
bation office in Morristown 
recently, offi  cials said.

It was during the investi-
gation into the theft of two 
handguns from Parro’s Gun 
Shop and Indoor Range in 
Waterbury that Ulrich and his 
housemate, Carlee A. Shields, 

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Tucker Beatty, of Stowe, skis the backcountry of Mount Mansfield on Friday. Stowe Mountain Resort passed the 200-inch snow mark for the season this week.
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Craig McDermott, owner of Gold, Silver, Antique and Pawn, examines a 102-year-old silver Amer-
ican Peace Dollar on Thursday at his shop in Montpelier. McDermott, a certified coin expert, buys 
and sells coins, precious metals, jewelry, gems, watches, antiques and collectibles and recently 
relocated from Barre to his new location on River Street next to the Rub-a-Dub car wash.
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