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Merger articles to be decided

ACLU, NAACP seek police probe

‘Cannabis in the Capitol’ event returns

Thousands 
attend Vt. gun 
show in Barre

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Early voting is under-
way in Barre and Barre Town, and 
it doesn’t yet have anything to do 
with decisions that will be made on 
Town Meeting Day.

Voters who participate in a spe-
cial election next Tuesday will be 
asked to decide two Act 46-related 
questions. One will dictate how 

significant structural changes to 
separate pre-K-8 schools in Barre 
and Barre Town, as well as jointly 
owned Spaulding High School, will 
be made in the future. The other 
will determine the composition 
of the yet-to-be-elected board that 
will run the new pre-K-12 merged 
district.

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. next Tuesday at the Barre 

Municipal Auditorium and at the 
Barre Town Middle and Elemen-
tary School.

School officials are stressing 
the importance of the two articles 
they’ve placed on the ballot in 
hopes both will pass — altering 
articles of agreement that would 
otherwise be imposed by the state.

Those articles include a two-year 
protection from restructuring, 

redistricting and closing schools, 
but after that leave those decisions 
in the hands of a jointly-elected 
school board.

The first of two proposals on 
next Tuesday’s ballot would change 
that. Any decision to close or recon-
figure the current school — spe-
cifically creating one elementary 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

The Vermont branch of the 
NAACP and the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Vermont are 
calling for a “broader inquiry” into 
Bennington officials, after Vermont 
Attorney General T.J. Donovan told 
reporters last week that the Ben-
nington Police Department failed 
to disclose relevant information 
during an investigation of threats 
and harassment against Kiah 

Morris and her family.
Donovan said he had spoken 

with Bennington Town Manager 
Stuart Hurd on Monday.

“It’s my opinion that an outside 
law-enforcement expert is needed 
to review Bennington Police 
Department’s policies and proce-
dures to ensure that best practices 
in policing are being followed. 
This action step will promote and 
maintain the public trust in the 
Bennington Police Department. I 

urge the town of Bennington to do 
this,” he said Monday.

Asked if his office could order 
that review, Donovan said, “I think 
I’m going to wait to hear back from 
the town of Bennington.”

He said he had not suggested a 
time frame to Hurd, but said he 
believed “the sooner, the better.”

Tabitha Pohl-Moore, Vermont 
director of the NAACP and presi-
dent of the Rutland-area branch, 
said she hoped there would be a 

requirement that Bennington allow 
an oversight investigation.

“Kiah knew, and we knew all 
along that Mr. Misch and poten-
tially associates were potentially 
dangerous to her, that they were 
already doing something that 
would not be tolerated if Kiah Mor-
ris had been a white woman. We 
know that for sure. The reason that 
we’re calling for accountability is 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The second 
annual Cannabis in the Capitol 
conference will be held at the State 
House on Wednesday.

Presented by Heady Vermont 
and Greenbridge Consulting, the 
conference centers around canna-
bis, hemp and medicinal marijuana 
advocacy and education. Lawmak-
ers will be on hand to share feed-
back about ongoing legislation, and 
vendors will display their products 

at a free exhibition.
There has been a renewed flurry 

of activity to pass legislation in 
the State House for a taxed and 
regulated cannabis market in 
Vermont after efforts stalled last 
session. Two new bills in the Sen-
ate and House propose differing 
versions of a regulated market. Last 
month’s Senate bill, S.54, calls for 
a 10-percent tax on cannabis sales, 
plus a 1-percent local options tax, 
with sales expected to begin in the 
spring of 2021. Last week in the 

House, Rep. Sam Young, D-Orle-
ans-Caledonia, submitted H.196, 
which proposes allowing existing 
medical marijuana dispensaries to 
pay a $75,000 fee to sell cannabis to 
the general public at the beginning 
of next year.

Young said it would generate 
funds to create a Cannabis Con-
trol Board that would oversee a 
regulated market. Young’s bill 
calls for an 11-percent excise tax, 
plus Vermont’s 6-percent sales tax 
and a 3-percent local options tax 

— totaling 20 percent — to benefit 
cities and towns hosting cannabis 
businesses.

But both bills face hurdles 
because of concerns by Gov. Phil 
Scott and House Speaker Mitzi 
Johnson, D-Grand Isle-Chittenden, 
that there should be funding for 
youth and adult prevention edu-
cation programs and a roadside 
saliva test for driver impairment. 
Critics of the saliva test say it does 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Thousands of 
people descended upon 
Barre this weekend to take 
part in the Central Vermont 
Gun Show.

The show, which is in its 
38th year, is hosted by the 
Barre Fish & Game Club 
and took place at the Barre 
Municipal Auditorium.

Brad Herring, the event’s 
organizer, said Saturday 
there’s been a steady crowd 
of people all day.

“Everybody seems to be 

having a good time,” he 
said.

Herring said about 2,000 
people had showed up to 
the show as of Saturday 
afternoon. He said between 
4,000 and 5,000 people are 
expected for the duration 
of the weekend.

He didn’t  know how 
much business would be 
conducted over the week-
end, but he said people 
were walking out with guns 
and other items.
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Mark Martin, right, leads a fat bike demonstration ride at the Barre City Cow Pasture on Sunday as part of Vermont Bicycle Shop’s Winterfest event.

RIDING THROUGH WINTERFEST
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Noah Gokey of Parro’s Gun Shop in Waterbury displays a Century Arms .308 rifle to potential 
customers on Saturday at the Barre Fish & Game Club Central Vermont Gun Show held in 
the Barre Auditorium.


