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Saturday
VIVA LA MARIMBA

Soloist Jane Boxall and Montpelier 

Chamber Orchestra perform. 7 p.m. 

Vermont College of Fine Arts Gallery, 

36 College St., Montpelier.

“Voters give 

Democrats higher 

marks on looking out 

for the interests of 

women and the middle 

class, handling health 

care, and immigration. 

They rate Republicans 

higher on handling the 

economy, trade and 

the Supreme Court 

justice nomination 

process.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Vermonters honor the 

anniversary of the end of 

World War I at a ceremony in 

Northfield this weekend.  A2

Barre City councilors receive 

memo ahead of Tuesday’s 

council meeting on a proposal 

to create a regional emer-

gency communications center 

serving central Vermont.  A3

Storm sewer upgrade in jeopardy

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

BARRE TOWN — Shock 
waves rippled through the com-
munity this weekend following 
the tragic death of local busi-
nessman Michael Stone in an 
accident Friday.

Police responded at 5:12 p.m. 
to a two-vehicle accident near the 
Dollar General. They said Jonathan 
Townsend, 43, of Worcester, was 
traveling west on Route 302 in a 
Ford F-350 hauling a farm tractor 
on a trailer. As he passed the Dol-
lar General, the trailer detached 
and struck a Chevrolet Suburban 
traveling east head-on.

Police said Stone, 61, of Orange, 
was pronounced dead at the scene. 
Townsend was not injured.

Route 302 between the traffic 
circle in East Barre and Hill Street 

in Barre was closed to traffic for 
five hours while police investigated 
the accident and the wreckage was 
removed.

Barre Town Fire Chief Chris 
Violette said police are continu-
ing to investigate the incident.

“The state police accident 
reconstruction was there for a few 
hours, doing their work in conjunc-
tion with the Barre Town Police,” 
Violette said, adding that some of 
the emergency services personnel 
who knew Stone were shocked to 
discover he was killed. “It hits pretty 
close to home.”

Stone was the owner of Stone’s 
Service Station on Washington 
Street in Barre, a business he 
bought in October 1985. Stone was 
known throughout the community 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Maybe next year?
When it comes to an expensive 

storm sewer upgrade planned for a 
flood-prone section of North Main 
Street, that’s the best estimate City 
Manager Steve Mackenzie can 
provide and it is one that comes 
with a much heavier emphasis on 
the word “maybe” than he would 
prefer.

Mackenzie had been holding 
out hope that his request for sup-
plemental federal funding would 
be approved in time to finish the 
second of two voter-approved storm 
sewer projects this year. However, 
that didn’t happen and at this point 
even if he was in a position to green 

light construction of the North 
Main Street project there isn’t time 
to complete it.

“We’ve missed the season this 
year,” he said Monday.

That raises questions Mackenzie 
isn’t in a position to answer.

For starters, Mackenzie said, it is 
unclear whether federal funding 
for work that was supposed to be 
completed more than a year ago 
will still be available for use by the 
city next summer. Even if it is, he 
said, he still hasn’t heard whether 
the hazard mitigation grant the city 
was awarded could be increased to 
reflect higher than expected con-
struction costs that derailed both 
projects last year.

One of those projects targeted 

a flood-prone section of Granite 
Street, while the other contem-
plated a storm sewer up grade near 
the People’s Health and Wellness 
Clinic on North Main Street.

The Granite Street work was 
recently completed by R.J. Piche 
Excavating Co. after the Essex con-
tractor held its $350,000 bid for 
both projects for more than a year.

Mackenzie said the North Main 
Street work will remain in limbo 
until he determines whether the 
grant the city received for work 
that was supposed to be finished in 
2017 can be completed in 2019 and 
whether there is any chance that it 
can be increased.

Both are important questions.
Mackenzie said if the grant can’t 

be extended it would likely be 
lethal to one of the two storm sewer 
projects that were proposed in the 
wake of flooding that occurred 
in 2011. Even if an extension is 
approved, he said, the absence of 
supplemental funding would be a 
huge hurdle.

“If we don’t get the money than 
we’re going to be short and I’m 
not sure how we make up the dif-
ference,” he said.

Mackenzie was able to take 
the actual construction bids into 
account when incorporating the 
city’s 25 percent share of the work 
into the $1.15 million bond issue 
voters approved for those and an 
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Stone’s Service station on Washington Street in Barre is closed Saturday following 
owner Michael Stone’s death in an auto accident Friday on Route 302. 

Though the band had to cancel due to the cold temperatures, 
the American Legion, VFW, Vermont State Police, and Union 
Elementary School third graders pressed on for the Veterans 
Day Parade down Main and State streets in Montpelier on 
Monday. The parade concluded with a ceremony at the War 
Memorial at Montpelier High School. Below, Air Force veteran 
David Jerome shares experiences from his time serving with 
fellow area service members during a Veterans Day lunch at 
the Twin Valley Senior Center in East Montpelier on Monday.

Honoring 
our veterans

STAFF PHOTOS BY JOSH KUCKENS

See Stone, page  A8

See Sewer, page  A7


