
Get your business the front page attention it deserves. 
Front page advertising now available fi ve days a week. 

Call us today to see how we can put your business 
out front of the competition. 802-479-4040

YOUR AD HERE

Marketing Relief MATCHPROGRAMA catalyst for local economic recoveryThe Barre Montpelier 
Times Argus and Rutland Herald have 

committed $100,000 
in matching funds this 

summer for a program 
designated for locally-
owned businesses to 
assist with promoting 

the change of business 
operations and reopening.Call 802-774-3038 

today to learn more

You may be surprised to be 
getting a newspaper today. 
But we are proud to say that 
we have returned to publish-
ing five days a week starting 
this week. The pandemic 
has provided challenges for 
everyone. But the community 
has responded in kind, telling 
us how much they appreciate 
the local news, advertising 
and features. Look for fresh 
features (like a Food page 
today) and fresh community 
news content. We could not 
be back without your loyalty 
and support.

Ban lifted on school aid

Goddard struggling to raise funds

CVMC gets thermal cameras

Montpelier readies for reappraisal

By MARK SHERMANTHE ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON — States can’t cut 

religious schools out of programs that 

send public money to private educa-

tion, a divided Supreme Court ruled 

Tuesday.
By a 5-4 vote with the conservatives 

in the majority, the justices upheld a 

Montana scholarship program that 

allows state tax credits for private 

schooling in which almost all the 

recipients attend religious schools.

The Montana Supreme Court had 

struck down the K-12 private educa-

tion scholarship program that was 

created by the Legislature in 2015 to 

make donors eligible for up to $150 

in state tax credits. The state court 

had ruled that the tax credit violated 

the Montana constitution’s ban on 

state aid to religious schools.

Chief Justice John Roberts wrote 

the opinion that said the state ruling 

itself ran afoul of the religious free-

dom, embodied in the U.S. Constitu-

tion, of parents who want the scholar-

ships to help pay for their children’s 

private education. “A state need not 

subsidize private education. But once 

a state decides to do so, it cannot 

disqualify some private schools solely 

because they are religious,” Roberts 

wrote.
In a dissent, Justice Sonia Soto-

mayor described the ruling as 

“perverse.”“Without any need or power to do 

so, the Court appears to require a 

State to reinstate a tax-credit program 

that the Constitution did not demand 

in the first place,” she said.

By ERIC BLAISDELLSTAFF WRITER
PLAINFIELD — Goddard Col-

lege has raised about $500,000 of 

its $4 million goal with representa-

tives with the school’s accreditor set 

to visit later this month.
The school’s president cites mul-

tiple factors that have affected God-

dard’s fundraising ability, including 

the novel coronavirus pandemic 

and the recent protests seeking 

racial equity.

In January, the school announced 

it wanted to raise $4 million by 

the end of June. The campaign 

was to help build up cash reserves 

and improve its standing while on 

accreditation probation. June 30 is 

the end of the school’s fiscal year.

The New England Commission 

of Higher Education placed the 

Plainfield school on probation 

in September 2018. The com-

mission said this was because 

Goddard “does not now meet the 

commission’s standards on Institu-

tional Resources and Organization 

and Governance.”The school still is accredited 

while on probation, meaning it’s 

still able to receive federal funding, 

and students who attend are able 

to apply for financial aid. But that 

would no longer be the case if the 

school loses accreditation.
The last remaining issue the 

accreditor has raised is financial 

resources.

President Bernard Bull said Tues-

day that so far the school has raised 

about $500,000 for its cash reserves 

and another $500,000 has been given 

for direct use and not cash reserves, 

those funds are to go toward things 

like scholarships and improvements 

to the school’s radio station.
While Bull admitted last winter 

his goal of $4 million was ambitious, 

he said he didn’t think two months 

By ERIC BLAISDELLSTAFF WRITERBERLIN — Central Vermont 

Medical Center now has tem-

perature-checking equipment 

that has helped free up staff and 

mitigate long lines for screening 

those looking to enter the hospi-

tal due to the novel coronavirus 

pandemic.The hospital in Berlin has 

been using a system where a 

thermal camera reads someone’s 

temperature as they enter the 

building. The hospital has one 

such system set up at the main 

entrance, which was brought 

online last week and another 

set up at the employee entrance 

so employees can be screened 

which has been in use for about a 

month. CVMC held a news event 

Tuesday to talk about the system.
Due to the virus that causes 

COVID-19, hospitals have been 

taking the temperature of any-

one entering the building, as 

well as asking about any other 

symptoms they may have. If 

someone visiting or working at 

the hospital shows symptoms of 

the virus, they are immediately 

sent away to help stop the spread 

of the virus. A patient that shows 

up with symptoms is isolated and 

treated.
Those temperature checks 

for the public prior to last week 

had to be done using an oral 

thermometer.

By DAVID DELCORESTAFF WRITER
MONTPELIER — Responding to steadily 

rising property values city officials have set 

the stage for Montpelier’s first reappraisal 

since 2010.The work won’t start for more than a year 

and won’t be finished until 2023, but Assessor 

Stephen Twombly said Tuesday the city has 

positioned itself to do what he fully expects 

the state will order it to early next year.

Montpelier’s common level of appraisal, or 

CLA, now sits at 86.86 percent of fair market 

value and by the end of the year Twombly 

predicted the community-specific figure 

used to equalize education property taxes 

throughout the state will dip below the 85 

percent.
That’s the threshold when deciding 

whether to conduct a reappraisal is no longer 

optional and the state steps in and orders 

one. It’s also a three-year average, which 

Twombly said likely masks the fact that prop-

erty in the Capital City already is assessed at 

less than 85 percent of fair market value.

Property in Montpelier was assessed at 

98.24 percent fair market value in the after-

math of the 2010 reappraisal and while that 

figure slowly eroded it still stood at 95.26 

percent in 2015.That’s when the real estate market started 

to heat up and Montpelier’s CLA began an 

accelerated decline. In 2016 it dipped to 94.2 
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Campers and staff from All Together Now’s summer camp Play Play Play All Day! head out on the East Montpelier Trails network Tuesday. All 

Together Now is offering two sessions of their week-long Circus Camp starting next week.

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Lisa Bovat, from the Central Vermont Medical Center, and Mike Wheeler, from Vermont Security, have 

their thermal images displayed Tuesday on a monitor as they walk through an automatic temperature 

screening device at the employee entrance to the hospital in Berlin.
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“Once again, we find ourselves are at a critical moment in the epidemic. The warning is real. The call for leadership is a real one.”
Editorial, A4
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Returned inmates test positive

Board embraces ‘maximum flexibility’ 

Defunding police 
is not the solution

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Six inmates 
who were housed at a private prison 
in Mississippi returned to Vermont 
and tested positive for coronavirus.

According to the Department 
of Corrections, the inmates were 
taken from Tallahatchie County 

Correctional Facility and arrived at 
Marble Valley Regional Correctional 
Facility in Rutland on Tuesday.

The department said in a state-
ment all of the inmates were imme-
diately tested and quarantined. A 
seventh inmate, who remained at 
the private prison, has also tested 
positive. State officials said contract 

tracing is underway to find out how 
the inmates picked up the virus that 
causes COVID-19 and to see who else 
they may have been in contact with.

At Gov. Phil Scott’s Friday news 
conference, Mike Smith, secretary 
of the Agency of Human Services, 
said the inmates were transported 
on a bus and the bus company 

has been notified. There were two 
employees from the company on the 
bus. Rachel Feldman, a spokesperson 
for the Department of Corrections 
said the inmates were brought back 
to Vermont for programming and 
release planning.

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

EAST MONTPELIER — The 
Washington Central School Board 
has approved a couple of out-of-
the-box accommodations designed 
to make it easier for teachers with 
children to return to their class-
rooms, while creating a new leave 
option for those who would prefer 
not to.

Officials agreed they aren’t per-
fect solutions, and all are accom-
panied by yet-to-be-answered 
questions, but the board voted, 7-1, 
Thursday night to bless a four-point 
plan aimed at eliminating obsta-
cles for some teachers willing to 
resume in-person instruction, while 

providing an extra off-ramp for 
others who either can’t or won’t.

Eight days after appointing 
three members to explore the 
issue, the board easily approved 
recommendations School Director 
Stephen Looke said represented 
the subcommittee’s thinking on 
the subject.

Two of the proposals are exclu-
sively aimed at parents with school-
aged children who live in districts 
that may adopt schedules that are 
different than the one now being 
contemplated for pre-K-12 students 
in Berlin, Calais, East Montpelier, 
Middlesex and Worcester.

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Parents in the 
Montpelier-Roxbury Public School 
District will have an extra two days 
to communicate whether they want 
their children to be taught face-to-
face or online when the school year 
begins for students on Sept. 8.

Superintendent Libby Bonesteel 
has extended Monday’s deadline 
for a district-wide survey to Wednes-
day and announced a pair of virtual 
town halls that will be held next 
week.

Through Thursday, parents of 

roughly half — 618 — of the pre-
K-12 district’s 1,200-plus students, 
had completed the online survey. 
The survey is designed to deter-
mine how many students plan to 
return to the traditional classroom 
when school opens next month 
and how many want to enroll in 
one of two remote learning options 
the district will offer.

District officials are planning to 
launch a “virtual academy” for K-8 
students who can’t or won’t return 
to in-person instruction. That 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Police 
Chief Brian Peete says 
defunding police isn’t the 
answer when it comes to 
police reform.

Peete took part in a Fri-
day morning Zoom panel 
discussion. The discussion, 
which saw more than 30 
people attend, was hosted 
by the Systemic Diversity 
and Inclusion Group.

The panel also included 
Deuntay Diggs, who is Black 
and a lieutenant at the 
Stafford County Sheriff’s 
Office in Virginia. He’s also 
a motivational speaker and 
known for dancing during 

an audition on “America’s 
Got Talent” in 2017.

Also on the panel is Chris 
Dobbins, who is Caucasian 
and served in law enforce-
ment with the U.S. Air 
Force. He had been work-
ing as the head of Gaston 
County’s Department of 
Health and Human Services 
in North Carolina when he 
resigned in June. According 
to published reports, his 
registration came after he 
made a post on Facebook 
linking racism disparities in 
housing with health care for 
Black Americans.

In the post he wrote, 

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Mary Fettig, of East Montpelier, selects a flat of tomatoes Friday at the Cate Farm in East Montpelier. The farm sells 10-pound flats of B-grade 
organic tomatoes on Tuesday and Friday mornings.
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Grace, 10, and Elena Noyes, 11, walk with a herd of young Devons Friday morning at 
their family’s Wicked Bines Farm in Berlin. The farm sells chickens, turkeys, pork, 
beef and eggs from their location at the end of Marvin Road.
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Pestiferous bugs
Vegetable gardeners 

know hornworms can 

make remarkably short 

work of decimating prized 

edible plants. Here’s how 

to catch them early before 

they do their worst.  C3

Lucky man
Weekender cartoonist 

Jeff Danziger relates the 

true story about how he 

was stalked by the Trump 

family in their relentless 

personal quest for cam-

paign donations.  C5

Reimagined
Weston Playhouse will 

premiere “One Room,” 14 

short one-person plays 

that respond to the pres-

ent moment, at 7:30 p.m. 

Aug. 7 on the company’s 

YouTube channel.  D1

Survey deadline delayed

MONTPELIER POLICE CHIEF TESTIFIES

See Inmates, page  A5

See WCSB, page  A5 See Survey, page  A5

See Peete, page  A5


