
Welch calls for impeachment

US takes down Iranian drone

Dispute roils farmers’ market

ATV committee 
stalls; officials 
to mull options

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Rep. Peter Welch, D-Vt., on 
Thursday explained his decision to 
call for President Donald Trump’s 
impeachment.

Prior to Thursday, Welch was 
reserved when it came to the 
topic, wanting to see the results 
of the Mueller Report and other 

investigations.
“On Jan. 20, 2017, Donald 

Trump took his oath of office, 
pledged to preserve, protect and 
defend the constitution, and in 
the 30 months since, I’ve come to 
the conclusion that he’s violated 
his oath, that he’s unfit for office 
and that he should be impeached,” 
Welch said during a conference call 

with several reporters.
Welch’s statements come a day 

after the House voted overwhelm-
ingly against furthering a resolu-
tion offered by Rep. Al Green, a 
Texas Democrat, to impeach the 
president, according to the Asso-
ciated Press. Democrats voted 137 
to 95 on furthering the resolution. 
The total House vote was 332 to 95.

According to The Hill, Welch 
voted in favor of moving the reso-
lution forward.

Welch said Thursday his vote 
was a procedural one to advance 
the discussion and not so much a 
reflection on what he thinks of the 
resolution itself. He said articles of 
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WASHINGTON — A U.S. war-
ship on Thursday destroyed an 
Iranian drone in the Strait of Hor-
muz after it threatened the ship, 
President Donald Trump said. The 
incident marked a new escalation 
of tensions between the countries 
less than one month after Iran 
downed an American drone in the 

same waterway and Trump came 
close to retaliating with a military 
strike.

In remarks at the White House, 
Trump blamed Iran for a “provoc-
ative and hostile” action and said 
the U.S. responded in self-defense. 
Iran’s foreign minister, Mohammad 
Javad Zarif, told reporters as he 
arrived for a meeting at the United 
Nations that “we have no informa-
tion about losing a drone today.”

The clash in one of the busiest 
waterways for international oil 
traffic highlighted the risk of war 
between two countries at odds 
over a wide range of issues. After 
Trump pulled the United States out 
of the Iran nuclear deal last year 
and imposed additional economic 
sanctions, the Iranians have pushed 
back on the military front, allegedly 
sabotaging Saudi and other oil 
tankers in the Gulf, shooting down 

a U.S. drone on June 20 and step-
ping up support for Houthi rebels 
in Yemen.

Adding to the economic pressure 
on Tehran, the Treasury Depart-
ment said Thursday it was impos-
ing sanctions on what it called a 
network of front companies and 
agents involved in helping Iran buy 
sensitive materials for its nuclear 
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MONTPELIER — The 
Capital City Farmers Market 
is considering suspending 
or expelling a vendor over a 
dispute that contributed to 
the newly appointed market 
manager’s resignation.

The CCFM board will 
meet after Saturday’s mar-
ket to discuss the findings 
of an investigation into 

the dispute. It will go into 
executive session to delib-
erate before a vote on what 
action to take, said Han-
nah Blackmer, the board 
president.

According to accounts 
of events at the June 29 
market, the dispute con-
cerns a conflict between 
Frank Huard, of Huard 
Family Farm, and Devon 
Byers, who was appointed 

market manager at the end 
of March.

“Devon has resigned,” 
s a i d  B l a c k m e r.  “ T h i s 
(dispute) is not the com-
plete reason why, but it 
is not unrelated to her 
resignation.”

Karen and Frank Huard 
own Huard Family Farm, 
a goat milk operation in 
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WILLIAMSTOWN — 
The wheels have suddenly 
come off  a  committee 
exploring the possibility of 
allowing all-terrain vehicles 
to use some local roads.

Just when it looked like 
the Select  Board-sanc-
t ioned committee had 
gotten back on track after 
what all acknowledged was 
a bumpy start last month, 
the finger-pointing and sec-
ond-guessing that infected 
its first meeting returned on 
Monday night.

Heading into the meeting 
committee members had 
hoped to prepare an update 
Town Manager Jackie Hig-
gins could include in her 
latest newsletter. However, 
those in attendance said 
Higgins held the presses 
for nothing, because that 
work remained undone 
when the sometimes-stormy 
session ended more than 
an hour later, and it was far 
from clear the 10-member 
committee would ever meet 
again.

Select Board Chairman 
Matthew Rouleau was one 

of several residents who 
witnessed the committee’s 
implosion.

“It seems like they’re hav-
ing a tough time trusting 
each other, is what it boils 
down to,” said Rouleau, not-
ing the meeting ended in a 
rare moment of agreement.

“They suggested they sus-
pend the committee until 
the Select Board provides 
more direction,” he said.

After witnessing the meet-
ing, Rouleau acknowledged 
that was probably best.

“ I t  def in i te ly  wasn’t 
collaborative,” he said. 
“They weren’t working well 
together.”

That description was 
charitable compared to 
some other accounts, and 
all agreed the fragile truce 
Rouleau brokered when 
the committee last met two 
weeks ago was fractured 
Monday night.

Amid  publ ic  record 
requests and concern some 
committee members have 
held private meetings with 
residents, Rouleau said 
Monday’s session got off to 
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Evan Fuller, 15, of Montpelier, drops off a rope swing Thursday into the cool waters of the Dog River in Berlin.
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Demonstrators stand in the crosswalk at State and Main streets in Montpelier on 
Thursday during a monthly protest against fossil fuel extraction and the banks that 
support it. From left are: Susanna Lewis, of Bradford, Duncan Nichols, of Thetford, 
and Douglas Smith, of Sharon.
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Saturday
CHALK & TALK

Bring your young children for 

a short informal talk about the 

shows. then have fun making some 

art. SPA will provide colorful chalk 

to make works of art on the plaza 

at the entrance to the art center. 

1-1:30 p.m. Studio Place Arts, 201 N 

Main St., Barre, info@studioplacearts.

com, 802-479-7069.

Climate change 

advocates seem to 

be turning skeptical 

of (Governor) Scott’s 

commitment to 

enact emissions-

reduction policies.

Editorial, A4

In the news
The Montpelier Development 
Corp. has announced the 
appointment of its new exec-
utive director.  A3

The U.S. Forest Service is 
mulling rules on food storage 
after incidents with bears this 
summer in Vermont.  A3

U.S House Democrats vote 
to approve a minimum wage 
increase to $15 an hour. 
The measure now goes to 
the Republican-controlled 
Senate.  B4

 � JULY 18, 2019 DRAWS
Midday: 7-9-7 and 7-5-6-7
Evening: 5-5-2 and 3-8-4-2
New York State
5-4-9 LS18 and 5-8-3-2 LS18

 � JULY 17, 2019 DRAWS
Powerball 19-43-47-60-68 
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