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Urban camping gets a boost

Barre brainstorming takes 1st step

Finding staff  
a tough task 
for schools

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The City Council 
received a parting gift from a depart-
ing member Wednesday night, and 
it came in the form of a proposed 
solution to a problem that hasn’t yet 
resulted in homeless folks pitching 
tents willy-nilly on public property in 
Montpelier.

Dan Richardson’s recent decision 
to surrender his District 3 seat didn’t 
prevent Burlington’s new city attorney 
from taking a fresh stab at an “encamp-
ment response policy” that has fueled 
a sometimes-spirited summer-long 
debate in the Capital City.

Richardson reacted to the council’s 
week-old concern that the last draft of 
the policy made it difficult to fathom 

where someone without suitable shel-
ter could spend the night outdoors. 
The city’s stump dump and the fringe 
of Green Mount Cemetery were essen-
tially all that remained after the earlier 
proposal was edited to exclude all city 
parks in their entirety.

Richardson’s proposal, which was 
circulated earlier in the day, tapped 
into the council’s stated desire to 

create a criteria-based system for eval-
uating whether municipally owned 
property is suitable for camping in 
a pinch. It intentionally steers clear 
of identifying where camping would 
be prohibited and focuses instead on 
three factors — public health, public 
safety and environmental protection 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — It wasn’t quite “All In for 
Barre” on Wednesday, but, given the 
circumstances, turnout for a commu-
nity-wide brainstorming session about 
how to improve the Granite City got 
off to a reasonably good start.

Where it goes from here is anyone’s 

guess because while some folks 
attended multiple forums — there 
were nine in-person and three online 
— all facilitated by representatives of 
the Vermont Council on Rural Devel-
opment (VCRD), it was impossible to 
attend all of them.

Though the start times were 
staggered, the forums on a broad 

range of topics were held three at a 
time — four if you count the virtual 
versions that were added as an accom-
modation for those concerned about 
the recent spike in COVID-19 cases 
associated with the delta variant.

Precisely how many people par-
ticipated is uncertain because some, 
like Mayor Lucas Herring and City 

Manager Steve Mackenzie each 
attended three of the 90-minute 
in-person sessions and Barre resident 
Bern Rose attended at least two of the 
virtual versions.

The best measure might be those 
who provided their email information 

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

Early childhood educators are in short 
supply, and it’s not just the pandemic that’s 
to blame.

In recent months, child care centers and 
preschools across the state have been strug-
gling to hire teachers.

Last week, mychamplainvalley.com 
reported that six Heartworks Preschool 
classrooms in Chittenden County were delay-
ing opening because of staffing shortages, 
impacting more than 50 families. The report 
noted that Heartworks is looking to hire at 
least a dozen educators.

“It’s pretty rough right now. There’s a real 
shortage,” said Christy Swenson-Robertson, 
director of Capstone Head Start.

CHS serves around 300 children and 
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A street performer known as Mr. Stump Jumper tap dances and plays an Irish bodhrán drum on State Street in Montpelier earlier this week. His 
puppet, known as Smiling Eyes, also tap dances for children.
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Sisters Jillian, 10, left, and Ava Larow, 11, board the school bus in East Calais on Thursday for their first 
day of the new school year.

MR. STUMP JUMPER

FIRST DAY

 � AUG. 26, 2021 DRAWS
Midday: 4-1-8 and 7-8-8-4
Evening: 8-6-3 and 0-1-8-2
AUG. 25, 2021 DRAWS
Powerball: 27-39-54-56-59 
PB: 24

DEPARTING COUNCIL MEMBER’S FINAL SHOT

EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS

See Camping, page  A5

See Barre, page  A5

See Staff, page  A1

Three stories entered 

the news cycle that 

have heads reeling. 

Editorial, A4

UVM starts strong
The Catamounts started their 

men’s soccer season on the 

right foot.
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