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Saturday
PRUNING, GRAFTING 

AND PLANTING

With Nicko Rubin; an opportunity for 

the novice home orchardist to gain 

exposure to basic topics, as well as 

for the more experienced orchardist 

to pick Nicko’s brain and exchange 

knowledge. 10 a.m. Randolph Com-

munity Orchard. http://BALEVT.org

“It remains to be 

seen whether the 

teetering tower 

succumbs to the 

principles, not of 

physics, but of 

honesty, integrity 

and truth. Trump’s 

pick for attorney 

general may be the 

very person who runs 

out this president’s 

luck.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Sen. Bernie Sanders, as 

promised, rolls out his Medi-

care for All plan as part of his 

bid for the presidency.  A2

A central Vermont man faces 

a new domestic assault 

charge following an incident 

earlier this month.  A3

An insurance program to 

help hard-pressed dairy 

farmers is expected to be 

ready for enrollment in 

June, the U.S. Farm Service 

Agency says, but farmers say 

it won’t tackle the underlying 

challenges they face.  A3

Lots to talk about in Talk of 

the Town.  A6

More dead owls reported

Barr alleges Trump campaign spying

Residents to consider balanced budgets

National 
commander 
visits Vermont

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

There’s been an unusually high 
number of dead or dying owls 
reported to authorities this year, 
and while it’s upsetting, it’s nothing 
to panic over, according to experts 
in the field.

Louis Porter, commissioner 
of the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, said Tuesday in a phone 
interview that he told the Fish 

and Wildlife Board at its April 3 
meeting that the department has 
been receiving an unusually high 
number of reports about owls being 
found dead.

Porter said two autumns ago 
there was a large crop of nuts in the 
woods, which led to an increase in 
small mammal populations. This 
led to an owl population increase, 
as owls prey on these creatures. 
This past winter, Porter said, was 

a hard one for owls, as the heavy, 
dense snow made it easier for the 
small mammals to hide.

He said this happens from time 
to time with different animal spe-
cies. Last fall, he said, there was an 
unusually large number of squirrels 
reported killed on the roadways 
after an increase in available food 
led to the population rising.

Lauren Adams, development 
coordinator for Vermont Institute 

of Natural Science (VINS), agreed 
with Porter’s assessment, saying this 
isn’t the first time there’s been a 
spike in such incidents.

Adams was recently named devel-
opment coordinator at VINS, but 
prior to that served as lead animal 
keeper. VINS runs a wild bird reha-
bilitation center.

She said by far the most common 

By ERIC TUCKER  

and MARY CLARE JALONICK

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Attorney 
General William Barr declared 
Wednesday he thinks “spying did 
occur” on Donald Trump’s presi-
dential campaign, suggesting the 
origins of the Russia investigation 
may have been mishandled and 
aligning himself with the president 
at a time when Barr’s indepen-
dence is under scrutiny.

Barr, appearing before a Senate 
panel, did not say what “spying” 

had taken place but seemed likely 
to be alluding to a surveillance war-
rant the FBI obtained on a Trump 
associate. He later said he wasn’t 
sure there had been improper 
surveillance but wanted to make 
sure proper procedures were 
followed. Still, his remarks give a 
boost to Trump and his supporters 
who insist his 2016 campaign was 
unfairly targeted by the FBI.

Barr was testifying for a second 
day at a congressional budget 
hearing that was dominated by 
questions about special counsel 

Robert Mueller’s Trump-Russia 
investigation. His comments risked 
inflaming Democratic concerns 
that Barr’s views are overly in sync 
with Trump’s and that he’s deter-
mined to protect the president as 
he readies the release of a version 
of Mueller’s report.

Barr said he expects to release a 
redacted copy of the report next 
week. Democrats have expressed 
concern that his version will con-
ceal wrongdoing by the president 
and are frustrated by the four-page 
summary letter he released last 

month that they say paints Muel-
ler’s findings in an overly favorable 
way for the president.

Democrats immediately seized 
on Barr’s testimony.

House Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., 
tweeted that Barr’s comments 
“directly contradict” what the 
Justice Department previously 
had said, and he said he had 
requested a briefing from the 
department. House intelligence 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

B A R R E  T O W N  — 
Residents will vote on a 
balanced budget at next 
month’s annual meeting.

At its regular meeting 
Tuesday night, the Select 
Board approved the warn-
ing for the town’s annual 
May meeting. This year’s 
voting will take place May 

14 at Barre Town Middle & 
Elementary School. Polls 
will be open from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m.

The proposed budget 
is $6,968,751, which is an 
increase of $224,005, or 
3.32 percent, more than the 
current budget.

The general  fund i s 
$3,867,941, which is an 
increase of $128,385, or 

3.43 percent, more than the 
current budget.

For notable changes, 
Town Manager Carl Rogers 
said Wednesday the biggest 
increase is $102,790 for the 
town’s ambulance fund. 
Rogers said this increase 
was needed to offset the 
loss in revenue from ambu-
lance calls paid by Medicare 
and Medicaid. He said the 

amount those programs will 
pay increases slightly while 
the payroll for ambulance 
service is going up by much 
more than that.

T h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t 
increase in the general fund 
is $29,575 in health insur-
ance premiums for town 
employees. Next is $15,970 
for contracted services for 
recreation. Rogers said that 

includes $7,000 for improv-
ing the softball field fence, 
$3,500 to remove invasive 
plants from the Town Forest 
and $4,200 to seal the skate 
park surface.

The proposed general 
fund also includes some 
decreases ,  the  larges t 
of  which is  in the f ire 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The 
national commander of the 
American Legion visited the 
Capital City on Wednesday 
to mark the 100th anniver-
sary of the world’s largest 
veterans’ association.

Brett P. Reistad, of Vir-
ginia, was elected the top 
official of the Legion in 
August and has already 
visited 35 states and sev-
eral U.S. protectorates 

worldwide.
His visit to Montpelier 

included a stop at the Ver-
mont American Legion 
Headquarters Post 100 on 
State Street, a visit and pho-
to-op with Gov. Phil Scott at 
the State House and lunch 
at the American Legion 
Post 3 on Main Street.

The American Legion is a 
U.S. war veterans’ organiza-
tion founded on March 15, 
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A worker rappels down the roof of the new Caledonia Spirits facility being built off Barre Street in Montpelier on Wednesday.

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Brett P. Reistad, national commander of the American Legion, left, poses for a photo with 
Dell Hill, of Hyde Park, adjutant of Post 33 in Morrisville, while visiting Post 3 Wednesday 
in Montpelier.

SPIRITS MOVES HIM

BARRE TOWN

AMERICAN LEGION 100TH ANNIVERSARY
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