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Gallery
Big Gear coffee has 

opened a new coffee 

roasting facility on Route 

12 just south of Montpelier. 

Jeb Wallace-Brodeur takes 

us inside to see how the 

coffee is made.             

                                     A6

Limiting screen time for 

your kid is harder than it 

seems.  
                                     B4

Willem Lange shares 

some tales from the old 

cabin in this week’s Yan-

kee Notebook.  
                                   C5

Beloved by musicians and 

audiences alike, perfor-

mances of Handel’s “Mes-

siah” return to Montpelier, 

Barre and Rutland next 

weekend.  
                                  D1

 �NOV. 23, 2018, DRAWS
Midday: 2-9-2 and 4-1-0-8 
Evening: 7-2-2 and 2-4-0-0
New York State:
4-4-4 LS12 and 0-4-1-9 LS14
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By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

EAST MONTPELIER — In the 
Act 46 era, daunting December 
deadlines are nothing new to com-
mittees in the Washington Central 
Supervisory Union and in that 
respect 2018 is ending the same 
way 2017 did.

The similarities stop there — not 
just because two committees are 
now hard at work when only one 
was last year, but because this year’s 
frenetic finish is about laying the 
groundwork for a school district 
merger, not making the case for 
maintaining the status quo.

W i t h  t h e  s t a t e  B o a r d  o f 

Education days away from imposing 
a merger that members of the five-
town, six-school supervisory union 
had collectively hoped to avoid, 
a committee crafting articles of 
agreement that could govern the 
new district acknowledged this 
week time isn’t on its side.

Barring a change of heart no one 

is expecting, the state board will 
barely beat its own Act 46 deadline 
when it meets on Wednesday in St. 
Albans. The board’s adoption of 
the statewide plan called for in the 
three-year-old law that encouraged, 
incentivized and will soon compel 

Deadline pressure builds
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Vicky Palmer, of Cabot, reaches into a gift bag for a present after being surprised by Flannel Friday Fairies April Shaw, left, and Dan Groberg while 
shopping Friday in downtown Montpelier. Montpelier Alive’s fairies gave away over 100 gift certificates to downtown merchants during the day.

Chilling out for bargains

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

Every car in the Walmart parking lot 
in Rutland was frosted over, and many 
had tightly-bound Christmas trees 
strapped to their roofs on Black Friday 
when, despite the 20-degree chill, res-
idents poured into stores where sales 
were waiting.

“We had a lot of people in, and a 
couple of good deals, too,” said Lexi 
Hedding, sales associate for Fruition 
Fineries in Rutland. “It was definitely 

a really good year for us.”
Shoppers at the Diamond Run Mall 

took advantage of 50 percent off final 
sales, hauling out 5-gallon bags stuffed 
with clothes and other discounted 
items.

For a group of five friends who 
traveled from northern Ohio and 
Nashville, Tennessee, to see the World 
Cup this weekend in Killington, the 
race for Black Friday was nothing to 
write home about, even during “Black 
Thursday,” when the women said they 

started their shopping at Dick’s Sport-
ing Goods and Walmart.

“We normally start at 3 p.m.,” said 
Nashville resident Beth Burden. “We 
normally wait in long lines.”

Black Friday in their home states 
is a major operation, they said, and 
the steady current of traffic through 
Rutland’s stores was more manageable 
than what they are used to.

“Normally, there are no carts 
available,” said Nashville resident 
Becca Page. “This Black Friday was 

crazy-easy.”
“It’s peaceful and fun here,” added 

Nashville resident Kassie Porter.
In Montpelier, stores reported a 

high customer turnout due to Black 
Friday sales and to the long-awaited 
“Flannel Friday” celebration her-
alded by the Flannel fairies, who 
gave flannel-wearers gift certificates 
to local shops and restaurants.

“It’s always a big day,” said Claire 

School Board 
is pursuing 
EV station

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MARSHFIELD — The 
Twinfield School Board 
has given a committee the 
go-ahead to apply for grant 
funding for electric vehicle 
charging stations at the 
school.

At its regular meeting 
Tuesday night, the board 
heard from the Plainfield/
Marshfield Climate Change 
Action Team.

Rich Phillips, a member 
of the team, told the board 
the exact grant amount has 
yet to be determined, but 
the grant comes with a 10 
percent match. The grant 
is from the state’s Electric 
Vehicle Supply Equipment 
Grant Program which is 
being funded by Vermont’s 
port ion of  se t t lement 
money the Environmental 
Protection Agency acquired 
from Volkswagen over the 
car maker’s violations of the 

Clean Air Act.
The deadline for appli-

cations for the first round 
of grant funding is Nov. 
30. Phillips said the plan is 
to run electric cable from 
the back of the school to 
the parking area where two 
charging stations would be 
installed near the handicap 
parking.

T h e  b o a r d  h a s  t w o 
options when it comes to 
managing the stations: hir-
ing a vendor to do the work 
or having someone at the 
school manage the stations. 
Bob Atchinson, another 
member of the committee, 
told the board he has been 
speaking to Flo, an electric 
charging company out 
of Canada, that can offer 
stations where people pay 
for electricity using a credit 
card. Flo would then collect 
the money and send it back 

Black Friday still popular
By JOSEPH PISANI 

and ANNE D’INNOCENZIO

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — It would 
have been easy to turn on 
their computers at home over 
plates of leftover turkey and 
take advantage of the Black 
Friday deals most retailers now 
offer online.

But across the country, 
thousands of shoppers woke 
up before dawn the day after 
Thanksgiving and brought 
their mobile devices with 
them to take part in this most 
famous ritual of American 
consumerism.

Shoppers lined up out-
side the Mall of America in 

Bloomington, Minnesota, 
by 4 a.m., and the crowd 
had grown to 3,000 people 
by the time doors opened at 
5 a.m. In Ohio, a group of 
women was so determined, 
they booked a hotel room 
Thursday night to be closer 

WCSU AND ACT 46

Black Friday kicks off Vt. holiday sales
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Brothers Tim and Calvin McClellan, of Shelburne, and friend Hannah Bernier, of 
Charlotte, skin up the mountain this week at Mad River Glen in Fayston. The historic 
ski area, which relies predominantly on natural snow, plans to open Saturday, one 
of the earliest opening days in the ski area’s history.

MAD FOR MAD RIVER

See Act 46, page  A6

See Shop, page  A6

See EV, page  A5

IN ERA OF ONLINE RETAIL:

See Retail, page  A6


