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Gallery
Ill-fitting ties led to an attic 

business. Photographer 

Jeb Wallace-Brodeur 

introduces us to Max.   A6

 � SEPT. 21, 2018, DRAWS
Midday: 6-8-4 and 1-4-5-9 
Evening: 3-4-9 and 1-9-9-0
New York State:
7-9-3 LS19 and 1-7-2-7 LS13
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Not just winter
Ski resorts have a number 

of improvements in the 

works for more year-round 

offerings.  B3

Fall’s splendor
Photographers share tips 

on how to take the best 

foliage photos.  C1

Back on the road
Musician Neko Case 

returns to Vermont on a 

massive tour promoting 

her new album.  D1

Thibault: Caseloads are up

Loren Polk picked to lead Aldrich

Former police chief wins Hogan Award 

Vermont nurses 
to present in 
Aus. conference

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The Washington 
County State’s Attorney’s Office is 
dealing with a workload that will 
likely see an uptick of 300 criminal 
cases in 2018 compared with last 
year.

Officials say the increase isn’t 
due to a rash of more crimes being 
committed, in fact some areas 

are reporting a decrease in crime 
reports. The workload is taking its 
toll on law enforcement, however.

Washington County State’s 

Attorney Rory Thibault said last year 
his office filed over 1,300 cases. This 
year, he said the office is on track to 
file 1,650 to 1,700 new cases.

“However you want to slice or 
dice it, that’s an increase of 250 to 
300 cases without any increase in 
the number of personnel working 
here,” he said.

Barre City Police Chief Tim 
Bombardier said the number of 
reported crimes is down for the city, 
but calls for service, which include 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Taking a page from 
a familiar playbook, trustees of 
the Aldrich Public Library have 
concluded a national search for a 
new director with another in-house 
promotion.

All they had to do was tinker with 
a title.

In a move that fills a key vacancy, 
trustees have stripped the word 
“interim” from Interim Library 
Director Loren Polk’s title and 
asked her to settle in to the role 
she had agreed to fill temporarily.

It is, by all accounts, a happy 
ending.

Polk gets to keep the job she 
agreed to fill while her predecessor, 

Sarah Costa, was out on maternity 
leave over the summer, and trust-
ees get a test-driven and board-ap-
proved replacement for Costa, who 
unexpectedly resigned in May due 
to her family’s looming move from 
Barre.

Polk, who lives with her husband 
and three daughters in Berlin, 
ended up running the library while 

trustees searched for a permanent 
replacement for Costa, who was 
promoted to the position in 2015.

Nancy Pope, president of the 
library board, said in the end trust-
ees didn’t have to look far because 
Polk was among those who applied 
for the job and she distinguished 

By BRIGITTA GOUGH

CORRESPONDENT

RUTLAND — James 
Baker, former Rutland 
police chief ,  has been 
awarded the Con Hogan 
Award for Creative, Entre-
preneurial, Community 
Leadership for his service 
in Rutland and Arlington.

Plainfield resident Cor-
nelius “Con” Hogan, for 
whom the award is named, 

passed away in August. 
Hogan worked to improve 
the communities of Ver-
mont by listening to others 
and seeking out knowledge 
from others  on topics 
he did not know much 
about to address issues he 
worked to solve and made 
a difference in Vermont, 
according to the Vermont 
Community Foundation, 
which oversees the award. 

He was a longtime public 
servant who worked for the 
Vermont Agency of Human 
Services, the Corrections 
Department  and most 
recently the Green Moun-
tain Care Board.

“It’s pretty humbling 
to receive an award that’s 
named after him and be 
compared to the work that 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Two Vermont nurses will 
be the first from the state, 
and the first Americans, 
to present at the Maternal 
Early Childhood Sustained 
Home-Visiting, or MESCH, 
International Conference 
in Melbourne, Australia, 
next month.

Katy Leffel, a maternal 
child health supervisor 
from Central  Vermont 
Home Health and Hospice 
in Barre, and Heidi Gilles-
pie, a clinical manager of 
children and family ser-
vices at the Visiting Nurses 
Association and Hospice 
of the Southwest Region 
in Rutland, will represent 
Vermont, the only state 
participating in MESCH, at 
the conference on Oct. 17 
and 18.

Gillespie said the presen-
tation she and Leffel would 
make was called “MESCH in 
the Green Mountains: The 
Vermont Experience.”

MESCH is an interna-
tional program with a goal 
of making mothers and chil-
dren healthier by providing 

a range of services both 
before and after the baby 
is born, lasting through the 
child’s second birthday.

Gillespie said the long-
term relationship allows 
trust to develop between 
nurses and mothers, which 
allows the mothers to ask 
questions and allows nurses 
to help the mothers find 
resources. Before MESCH, 
the Vermont program was 
limited to moms who were 
less than 28 weeks pregnant 
and having their first child, 
and the mother had to stay 
in the program a full two 
years.

The other countries that 
participate in MESCH, 
Australia (where it started), 
the United Kingdom, the 
Channel Islands and South 
Korea,  of fer  universal 
health care unlike the U.S.

She was one of the first 
nurses to be trained in the 
MESCH model, Leffel said. 
The new program struggled 
initially because it used 
Medicaid funding, which 
often has low reimbursement.
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Barre sculptor Giuliano Cecchinelli smiles as he is recognized Friday night at the opening for Rock Solid XVIII at Studio Place Arts in Barre. 
Cecchinelli will be inducted into the Vermont Academy of Arts & Sciences on Saturday.
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Seasonal farm workers Tyson Burton, left, Eric Allen and Tyronne Burton, right, 
clean and package butternut squash Friday at the Cabot Smith Farm in Cabot. The 
farm, owned since 2001 by Richard Hourihan, grows delicata, butternut, acorn and 
buttercup squash and will deliver close to 100,000 pounds of squash to outlets such 
as Shaw’s and Hannaford supermarkets across New England.
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“However you want to slice or dice it, that’s an increase 

of 250 to 300 cases without any increase in the number 

of personnel working here.”

Rory Thibault, Washington County state’s attorney.
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