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Saturday
Celebrate two decades of honky-

tonk, country and rock-a-billy 

with The Starline Rhythm Boys. 

7:30 p.m. Chandler Music Hall, 71-73 

Main St., Randolph, chandler-arts.org.

“To look at this 

project timeline, 

from its rolling out 

in the spring at a 

news conference to 

now, when the future 

of the project’s 

financing hinges on 

Montpelier voters’ 

approval, seems 

rushed — even to 

the layman’s eye: 

about a half-year.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
A local man is charged with 

assaulting a child.  A3

Opinion
Today is the last day we 

publish election-related com-

mentaries and letters to the 

editor.  A4, A7, B5.

By MARYCLAIRE DALE

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PITTSBURGH — With 
two more funerals set for 
Thursday, the anti-Semitic 
truck driver accused of 
gunning down 11 people 
at a Pittsburgh synagogue 
pleaded not guilty to fed-
eral charges that could put 
him on death row.

Robert Bowers, 46, was 
arraigned one day after 
a  grand jur y  i s sued  a 
44-count indictment that 

charges him with murder, 
hate crimes, obstructing 
the practice of religion 
and other crimes. It was his 
second brief appearance in 
a federal courtroom since 
the weekend massacre at 
Tree of Life synagogue in 
Pittsburgh’s Squirrel Hill 
neighborhood.

“Yes!” Bowers said in a 
loud voice when asked if he 
understood the charges.

Authorities say Bowers 
raged against Jews during 

and after the deadliest 
anti-Semitic attack in Amer-
ican history. He remains 
jailed without bail

Bowers, who was shot and 
wounded during a gun bat-
tle that injured four police 
officers, walked into court 
under his own power, his 
left arm heavily bandaged. 
He was in a wheelchair at 
his first court appearance 
on Monday.

Shooting suspect arraigned

A fond farewell
By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BERLIN — After 25 years of prac-
ticing medicine in central Vermont, 
Dr. Williams Gaidys will finally run 
out of patients today.

Known for his smiling eyes and 
colorful ties that feature everything 
from dogs to frogs, the soft-spoken 
pediatrician will celebrate his birth-
day — he’s 66 today — by seeing 

his last few patients at Pediatric 
Primary Care in Berlin.

Though Gaidys was raised in Ran-
dolph and graduated from the Uni-
versity of Vermont, where he did 
his residency, his medical career 
started in a small New Mexico town 
nearly 40 years ago.

In order to repay the National 
Health Service Scholarship that 
helped pay for his degree, Gaidys 

spent a year in Gallup, N.M. and 
two more in Greenville, Kentucky 
— both communities where med-
ical professionals were in short 
supply.

Gaidys then joined a practice 
in Athens, Pennsylvania, where 
he and his wife, Loretta, who was 
also raised in Randolph, lived for a 
decade before deciding it was prob-
ably time to return to Vermont.

Both had parents who weren’t 
getting any younger at the time, 
Gaidys explained. So when Vera 
Jones, who was in charge of physi-
cian recruitment for what is now 
Central Vermont Medical Center 
called to make him an offer, Gaidys 
said he gladly accepted.

“I can remember her (Jones) 
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The crew at Barre City Elementary and Middle School that will be hosting a fundraising 
brunch Saturday to benefit the Imagination Station in Barre. From left are manager Court-
ney Kerrick, seventh-grader Jack Touchette, head cook Michelle Chambers, food service 
director Craig Locarno and eighth-grader Alyssa West.

2 injured in  
Interstate 89
car crash

STAFF REPORT

MIDDLESEX — Vermont 
State Police are investigating 
a crash on Interstate 89 Thurs-
day morning that seriously 
injured a construction worker.

Police said the crash 
occurred at about 5:30 a.m. 
in Middlesex.

Basile E. Baily, 39, of Mor-
risville, was driving south 
when police said he crashed 
into a construction truck and 
pushed it into Kristy L. Cote, 
37, of Sutton. Police said Cote 
is an employee of ADA Traffic 
Control.

Both Baily and Cote were 
taken to Central Vermont 
Medical Center in Berlin for 
treatment for their injuries. 
They were both then trans-
ported to the University of 
Vermont Medical Center in 
Burlington.

Police said Baily suffered 
broken bones in his spine, 
head and torso. Cote suffered 
a serious leg injury.

The state Agency of Trans-
portation assisted police 
with the traffic hazards that 

resulted from the crash and 
the state police Crash Recon-
struction Team was sent to the 
scene.

Police said a criminal inves-
tigation into the cause of the 
crash is ongoing.

The crash caused the 
closure of both southbound 
lanes for three hours and then 
one lane was opened. The 
incident caused significant 
delays through the morning 
rush-hour and beyond. Vehi-
cles were seen backed up for 
miles before dawn.

Traffic heading south-
bound was diverted off the 
exit to Route 2 until the recon-
struction crew had cleared the 
scene later in the morning.

Police indicated that multi-
ple people were given tickets 
for using their cellphones 
while driving past the scene of 
the crash.

Brent Curtis, public out-
reach coordinator  for 
VTrans, confirmed in an 
email, the crash caused traf-
fic interruptions for several 
hours.

Brunching for a cause
By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — Social media 
can bring out the worst in 
some people, but the Barre 
boy who will be hosting 
a charity brunch at Barre 
City Elementary and Mid-
dle School on Saturday isn’t 
one of them.

The way Jack Touchette 
sees it, when someone on 

social media lays an egg, 
just block them and make 
an omelet.

That, give or take, is how 
Touchette, 12, responded 
to a post that popped up 
in a group chat over the 
summer

According to Touchette, 
the person behind the post 
asserted; “everyone in Ver-
mont has autism.”

Intended as an insult, 
i t  was  a  cal l  to  act ion 
for  Touchette ,  then a 
soon-to-be-seventh-grader.

“You can’t just say that,” 
Touchette said during a 
Wednesday interview in the 
school library.

Y o u  c a n ,  b u t  y o u 
shouldn’t, which is why a 
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These stones, seen Wednesday, are part of a makeshift me-
morial outside the Tree of Life Synagogue to the 11 people 
killed during worship services Saturday in Pittsburgh.

Longtime pediatrician calls it a career
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Longtime Barre pediatrician Dr. Bill Gaidys checks on his herd of Angus cattle Thursday near his home in Barre Town. Gaidy’s last day on the job is Friday.

See Gaidys, page  A3

See Cause, page  A3

See Suspect, page  A3


