
Board progresses on merger

Negotiations schedule finalized

‘Mud lot’ fix proves messy, 
cost-wise, for school board

Dollar General 
settlement is 
reached with Vt.

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BERLIN — Despite stumbling at 
the start, the recently elected board 
of a soon-to-be-launched school dis-
trict continued to work at a brisk 
pace Wednesday night to meet the 
July 1 deadline for a state-ordered 
merger.

Meeting for the third time in 

its two-week existence, six of the 
board’s 10 members approved the 
first reading of 28 required polices 
the board must adopt before 
month’s end and set a public 
hearing on its $34 million budget 
request and a series of suggested 
amendments to the articles of 
agreement for the new pre-K-12 
district. With the proposed budget 

and amendments set to be collec-
tively decided by voters in Berlin, 
Calais, East Montpelier, Middlesex 
and Worcester during a special 
election on June 25, board mem-
bers tentatively agreed to schedule 
the required public hearing for 
6:30 p.m. on June 18 at U-32 Mid-
dle and High School.

The hearing will be part of a 

broader and still evolving out-
reach effort designed to inform 
voters about the proposed budget 
for the five-town, six-school dis-
trict anchored by U-32, as well as 
changes some would like to see 
made in state-imposed articles of 
agreement.
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BARRE — Negotiations with 
two municipal labor unions are 
now underway, but neither will be 
wrapped up before current con-
tracts expire on June 30.

However, City Manager Steve 
Mackenzie said Thursday he 
hopes to break a familiar pattern 
of protracted negotiations and is 

cautiously optimistic about his 
chances.

Mackenzie said both unions — 
one representing the city’s firefight-
ers and the other representing its 
clerical and custodial staff — have 
been cooperative. In separate 
meetings set to establish ground 
rules for negotiations, Mackenzie 
said bargaining teams for each of 
the unions agreed to aggressive 

schedules he hopes will expedite 
the process.

Mackenzie, whose Tuesday nights 
are typically booked with City 
Council meetings, said negotiations 
will be a regular Wednesday after-
noon endeavor this summer.

It’s a plan Mackenzie said got off 
to a good start on Wednesday when 
negotiators for the city and the fire-
fighters’ union traded proposals 

during the first of six every-oth-
er-week bargaining sessions they 
recently agreed to.

Mackenzie didn’t discuss the 
substance of the proposals that 
were exchanged during what he 
characterized as “a fairly mechan-
ical” meeting that lasted about 
90 minutes and didn’t end with 
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MONTPELIER — The 
Montpelier-Roxbury Public 
Schools Board is wrestling 
with how much to spend 
to deal with the infamous 
“mud lot” at Montpelier 
High School.

Used as overflow park-
ing space on the east side 
of the Smilie Auditorium, 

the unpaved lot is icy or 
muddy for several months 
of the year through winter 
and spring and has to be 
blocked off.

At  a  meet ing of  the 
School Board at Montpelier 
High School on Wednes-
day,  Business Manager 
Grant Geisler and Facilities 
Director Andrew LaRosa 
presented alternative plans 

to deal with the lot and dis-
cussed costs.

Geisler said adminis-
trators came to the board 
because VSECU, the credit 
union across the street, had 
backed out of a plan to part-
ner with the school district 
and pay to pave the lot for 
use by some of its employees. 
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BARRE — A $1.75 mil-
lion settlement has been 
reached between the parent 
company of Dollar General 
stores and the attorney 
general’s office over price 
gouging of customers at 
stores in Vermont.

News of the settlement 
came Thursday at a news 
conference  a t  Barre ’s 
Vermont Foodbank. The 
Vermont Foodbank will 
receive $100,000 of the 
settlement to compensate 
for low-income Vermonters 
who shop at Dollar Gen-
eral, many of them using 
ThreeSquaresVT benefits 
to buy food. The $100,000 
will help food banks around 
the state to provide 165,000 
meals to low-income Ver-
monters who are food inse-
cure, food bank officials 
said. The remaining $1.65 
million will go to the state’s 
General Fund.

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l 
T.J. Donovan made the 
announcement about the 
settlement together with 
senior staffers and members 
of the weights and measures 

division at the Agency of 
Agriculture,  Food and 
Markets, which cataloged 
numerous violations by 
Dollar General over several 
years.

Under the settlement 
agreement, Dollar General 
resolved claims that it sold 
products that were adver-
tised on the shelf at a lower 
price than the price at the 
register, despite being told 
at least 50 times by state 
inspectors from the Agency 
of Agriculture, Food and 
Markets to correct the 
pricing inaccuracies dating 
back to 2013, according to 
the AG’s office.

“Deceptive advertising 
wil l  not be tolerated,” 
Donovan said. “Knowing 
that Dollar General caters 
to low-income Vermonters 
makes their repeatedly mis-
representing prices particu-
larly egregious. I’m pleased 
that part of this settlement 
will directly benefit those 
Vermonters who struggle 
with food insecurity.”

Dollar General oper-
ates 36 retail stores in all 
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Alex Forbes, right, of Plainfield, shows Julien Amore, 5, of Montpelier, how to carve a wooden spatula Thursday outside her craft wagon parked 
at The Center for Arts and Learning on Barre Street in Montpelier. The woodcarving workshop was part of the ArtFest Celebration.
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Joey Truman, author of “The Cooking Cockroach,” cooks and answers questions 
during a demo and book sale Thursday at Bear Pond Books in Montpelier. The event, 
along with two others at The Hunger Mountain Co-op and the Garage Cultural Center, 
benefited the Montpelier Food Pantry.

LEARNING THE CRAFT

COOKING DEMO

 � JUNE 6, 2019 DRAWS
Midday: 6-6-8 and 6-3-3-3
Evening: 8-2-7 and 4-1-0-9
New York State:
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 � JUNE 5, 2019 DRAWS
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17-23-28-34-38 PB8 PP3
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Saturday
GAMELAN  

SULUKALA

“The Adventures of Prince 

Achmed” with live Gamelan music 

soundtrack. $15, $5, 7:30-9 p.m. 

Goddard College Haybarn Theater, 

Greatwood Drive, Plainfield, slight@

fyreandlightning.org, 802-498-3173.

“‘How much screen 

time is too much’ 

is a puzzle for a 

past era, the (New 

York Times) article 

concludes. What we 

are looking at, and 

how we are using 

that information, 

are different issues 

altogether.”
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In the news
The Kellogg-Hubbard Library 
in Montpelier will get $75,000 
in state grant money for 
elevator upgrades.  A2

A local man is arraigned on 
charges for allegedly stealing 
catalytic converters.  A3

Vermont’s game warden of 
the year is announced.  A3

Talks continue in efforts 
to avert new import tariffs 
threatened by President 
Trump.  B4
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