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Police ID suspect in 2018 killings

High 44
Low 30
SPOTLIGHT

There is an enduring
myth that Benjamin
Franklin wanted
the turkey to be our
national bird.
Editorial, A4

By PATRICK MCARDLE
STAFF WRITER

WOODBURY — A Connecticut
man, currently being held in federal prison, has been identified by
Vermont State Police as a suspect in
the double homicide of two people
in Woodbury in 2018.
Manuel Gomez, 32, of Hartford, Connecticut, is expected
to be charged with two counts of

aggravated murder and two counts
of first-degree arson for the killings
of Carol Fradette, 29, and David
Thompson, 48, at their homes on
Bliss Road on Oct. 30, 2018.
On Wednesday, a judge issued an
arrest warrant for Gomez who is in
custody at the Otisville Federal Correctional Institution in New York,
on an unrelated federal conviction
for illegal possession of a firearm.

He is expected to be arrested for
the Woodbury killings after being
released from Otisville, which is
scheduled to happen next week.
A press release sent by Vermont
State Police on Wednesday said the
charges were based on an “extensive investigation that began more
than three years ago”
A joint investigation by the Vermont State Police and the federal

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives began after
Fradette, Thompson and their
three dogs were shot and killed,
and their homes, which were separate but on the same property, were
set on fire in 2018.
Their bodies were found in their
homes. Investigators believe the
See Charges, page A5
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Nelle King, 9, of Berlin, distributes bags of Thanksgiving dinners Wednesday outside National Life in Montpelier. National Life and their food provider Sodexo partnered with numerous area groups to provide almost 1,000 Thanksgiving meals for pick-up and delivery to central Vermonters
this year.

BARRE TOWN

Sale of church garage causes problems
By DAVID DELCORE
STAFF WRITER
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BARRE TOWN — After privately
pondering the separation of church
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and state — or the lack thereof in
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the case of what was once St. SylvesMegabucks: 4-16-33-38-41 ter Catholic Church — the Select
MB:36
Board has agreed an easement is in
order to facilitate the future sale of
a historic property that just changed
CONNECT
 NOV. 24, 2021 DRAWS

hands.
The problem, which was discussed
during a meeting-ending executive
session Tuesday night, doesn’t
involve the Graniteville church that
hosted its last mass a little more
than a year ago, or even it’s neighboring rectory, which hadn’t been
actively used for longer than that.
However, it does involve a portion

of the old rectory’s attached garage,
which for better or worse, straddles
the boundary between the 1.8-acre
property Lucas John just bought
from the Roman Catholic Diocese
of Burlington and the Barre Town
Forest.
A survey conducted by the trust
as it readied to sell the property
earlier this year flagged the issue,

according to Zoning Administrator
Chris Violette, who said a boundary
line adjustment that was initially
viewed as the simplest way to solve
it hit a roadblock in August.
Though it was approved by the
Development Review Board at the
time, Violette said Wednesday, the
See Church, page A5
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Town moves
ahead on
public masks

A SWEET RUN

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR.
STAFF WRITER

Those frequenting indoor public spaces
in Rutland Town will have to wear a mask
when they enter, per an ordinance passed
Wednesday morning by the town Board
of Health.
“The purpose of this rule is to require
all individuals to wear face coverings while
indoors at locations that are open to the
public in order to prevent and mitigate
the spread of COVID-19 and protect the
public health and safety of the town of
Rutland,” reads the ordinance.
In Rutland Town, the Select Board
serves as the Board of Health.
The vote went 4-1 with Selectman Don
Chioffi being the “no” vote.
The board opted to include fines as
part of the ordinance. A first offense is a
See Mandate, page A5
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Marc Angelillo, of Fayston, skis Organgrinder on opening day for Sugarbush Resort in Warren on Wednesday. Skiers and boarders were greeted with blue skies and wintery conditions as the new season got
underway.

A Cozier Way to Shop.
Flannel Friday in Montpelier is Nov 26.
Wear Your Flannel and Win!

