
Board plans for ‘summer school’

Goddard picks Hocoy as president

Creating 
an outdoor 

recreation hub

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The Montpe-
lier Roxbury Public School Board 
will spend part of its summer 
trust-building, but that’s not the 
only training members have in 
mind.

If there was a summer school for 
school boards the one responsible 

for running the two-town, four-
school district just enrolled and it 
sounds like members are planning 
to carry a full course load.

The board wants training in 
restorative justice, and a refresher 
course from a legal expert on its 
roles and responsibilities. It’s also 
planning a crash course on budget 
and finance, wants to learn more 

about communication and com-
munity engagement, and wants to 
take a deep dive into how its various 
committees function.

That doesn’t include separate 
facilitated discussion on priorities 
and goal-setting.

They haven’t settled on a sched-
ule, but they have flagged folks they 
think can assist them with what 

will be a learning experience for a 
nine-member board that is emerg-
ing from the pandemic with four 
new members.

Though three of those mem-
bers — Emma Bay-Hansen, Mia 
Moore and Amanda Garces — were 
appointed to fill vacancies late last 
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PLAINFIELD — Goddard 
College’s new president says the 
school’s low-residency model is a 
good fit for a post-pandemic edu-
cation landscape.

The progressive school’s board 
of trustees announced Wednesday 
it had picked Dan Hocoy to be 
Goddard’s 13th president. Hocoy 
will replace Bernard Bull, who 
has accepted the same position at 
Concordia University, Nebraska. 
Bull’s last day at Goddard will be 
Aug. 1 and Hocoy will take over 
from there.

Hocoy is a licensed clinical 

psychologist  with a 
doctorate in psychol-
o g y  f r o m  Q u e e n ’s 
University in Canada. 
He is a first-generation 
college student and 
an immigrant from 
Trinidad and Tobago. 
Hocoy ’s  mother  i s 
from Malaysia and his 
father is from China. 
According to the school, Hocoy 
is committed to social justice and 
his dissertation “was the first to 
examine the impact of apartheid 
on Blacks in South Africa, and was 
used by the country’s Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission to 

structure its processes.”
He also brings with him 

years of administrative 
experience in higher edu-
cation. Goddard will be 
the fourth school where 
he will serve as president. 
He is currently the pres-
ident of Metropolitan 
Community College, Kan-
sas City, and has served 

as president of Erie Community 
College in New York and Antioch 
University, Seattle.

Hocoy said in an interview 
Thursday he started his education 
career as a professor because of the 
impact he can have on others. He 

said he found himself pushed into 
administrative roles and advanced 
from there.

He said he knows what its like to 
be a member of the faculty.

“I truly believe faculty are the 
most in touch with what our stu-
dents are experiencing because 
they’re on the front lines, in terms 
of experiencing their work and 
hearing about what issues they have 
with regards to higher education. 
Whether that be access or cost or 
having day care, for instance, so 
that they can drop their kids off,” 
he said.

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Can Montpelier hike 
and bike and paddle its way to prosperity, 
or is its already vibrant downtown reason 
enough to strategically invest in outdoor 
recreation?

Parks Director Alec Ellsworth told recep-
tive city councilors he believes the answers 
are “yes” and “yes” during what was likely 
their last completely virtual meeting 
Wednesday night.

Councilors will meet briefly to set the 
tax rate early next month and will return 
to in-person meetings at City Hall on July 
21. City Manager Bill Fraser said arrange-
ments are being made to accommodate 
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Tyler Hoare and Kirk Halen from Russ/Wood Decorating, of Richmond, use a lift to put a fresh coat of paint on the historic train depot in Water-
bury on Thursday.
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A biker climbs a multi-use trail recently in the new North Branch Trails network in Montpelier.
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“Questions of 

working from home 

piqued the interest 

of the Center for 

Research on Vermont 

at the University 

of Vermont who 

surveyed some 

400-plus Vermonters 

last May about their 

telecommuting 

habits and attitudes.” 
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