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Act 250 permit appealed

Gebo admits to killing Cook

Interim superintendent 
search survives snag

Northfield 
woman alleges 
police brutality

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Appellants of 
a hotel and public parking garage 
complex in the Capital City have 
filed a brief with the Environmental 
Court, outlining their challenges 
to an Act 250 permit issued for the 
project in May.

It follows earlier appeals, also 
to the Environmental Court, of 

Development Review Board per-
mits for the garage last December 
by the Friends of Montpelier, rep-
resenting 13 residents. The appeals 
mean the proposals for an 81-room 
Hampton Inn & Suites hotel and 
348-space parking garage will have 
to be considered de novo (start over 
again), as if no permits had been 
issued. Although the court could 
consider the appeals together, the 

city of Montpelier, which would 
own and operate the garage, wants 
them heard separately. The appeals 
mean that work on the projects on 
2.8 acres of land behind the Capitol 
Plaza Hotel off State Street will not 
begin this year, officials involved 
said.

The appeal of the Act 250 per-
mit issued May 2 was filed by James 
Dumont, a Bristol-based attorney, 

who represents three appellants, 
Les Blomberg, Danial Costin and 
Jeffrey Parker. Only Blomberg was 
granted partial party status at the 
Act 250 hearing in January, while 
Costin and Parker were denied.

In a statement of questions to the 
court, Dumont asks whether the 
Act 250 District 5 Environmental 

STAFF REPORT

BARRE — Randal Gebo has admit-
ted to killing Cindy Cook in 2017.

Gebo, 62, pleaded guilty Tuesday 
in Washington County criminal 
court in Barre to felony counts of sec-
ond-degree murder and aggravated 
vehicle operation without the owner’s 
consent. He also pleaded no contest 
to a misdemeanor count of animal 
cruelty.

He had agreed to a sentence of 
20 years to life, all suspended except 
for 17½ years to serve with credit for 
time served. Gebo will be placed on 

probation for 35 years after 
he is released. He’s been 
held without bail at North-
ern State Correctional Facil-
ity in Newport since August 
2017.

Gebo will be sentenced 
on June 26 so members of 
Cook’s family can give state-
ments before the sentence 
is imposed.

The state amended the murder 
charge from first degree and dropped 
five misdemeanor counts of credit 
card fraud, per the plea agreement.

Cook’s body was found 
on Brook Road in Middle-
sex on July 12, 2017. Police 
said an autopsy determined 
her death was a homicide. 
Her body was found in an 
advanced state of decompo-
sition, suggesting Cook, 59, 
had been dead several days 
before the body was found, 
police said. Her hands and 

feet were bound with dog leashes, 
police said.

According to court records, eyewit-
nesses reported Gebo and Cook were 

together in Middlesex just prior to her 
death. Cook was reportedly bound and 
choked to death.

Gebo was arrested in Illinois on state 
and federal warrants in July 2017. Police 
said he was driving Cook’s 2009 Mini 
Cooper at the time of his arrest and was 
using her money as he drove across the 
country.

Gebo was returned to Vermont 
in August 2017 and federal charges 
were dropped. Officials said the 
federal charges of transportation 
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STAFF WRITER

EAST MONTPELIER 
— The board of the Wash-
ington Central Supervisory 
is expected to approve 
the hiring of an interim 
superintendent when it 
meets today, though it isn’t 
the one members initially 
anticipated.

The favored candidate 
for  the job — Donald 

Van Nostrand — politely 
declined an offer that was 
extended after he and fel-
low finalist Debra Taylor 
were interviewed by the 
board’s executive commit-
tee last Thursday.

Heading into the holiday 
weekend it appeared Van 
Nostrand, a former super-
intendent who is currently 
serving as an interim princi-
pal at an elementary school 

in Burlington, was destined 
to replace outgoing Super-
intendent Bill Kimball on a 
temporary basis.

That changed Saturday 
morning when the commit-
tee’s chairman, Matthew 
DeGroot, sent an email 
to board members advis-
ing them Van Nostrand 
had politely declined the 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

NORTHFIELD — A local 
woman is suing the North-
field Police Department, 
saying she was injured 
during an incident in 2017, 
and her constitutional 
rights were violated.

The complaint was filed 
Tuesday in Washington 
Superior Court by Debra 
Kew, against the town of 
Northfield and two North-
field Police Department 
officers, Brian Hoar and 
Michael Gero, following 
an incident at her home in 
August 2017.

In the filing, attorneys 
Ronald Shems and Stephen 
Coteus, of Montpelier law 
firm Tarrant, Gillies and 
Richardson, allege that Kew 
was physically assaulted and 
injured during a routine 
welfare check on her in 
August 2017.

The attorneys for Kew 
said they did not expect 
the case to come before 
the court for about a year. 
Northfield Town Manager 
Jeff Schultz said a response 
on behalf of the town and 
the police officers would be 

filed with the court.
In the complaint filed 

with the court, the attor-
neys state that Kew was a 
veteran of the U.S. Navy 
dating back to 1982 when 
she was injured while sta-
tioned in Hawaii, resulting 
in her being diagnosed with 
post-traumatic stress disor-
der (PTSD) and depression. 
In 1983, she suffered “mili-
tary sexual trauma” and was 
medically discharged from 
the Navy in 1984, the law-
suit stated.

In 1993, Kew was deter-
mined to be permanently 
disabled and currently 
suffers from PTSD, chronic 
depression, borderline 
personality disorder and 
anxiety, and needed to use 
a wheelchair from 2012 
through autumn of 2017 
because of surgery on her 
leg from a prior injury, the 
lawsuit stated.

“She is unable to interact 
with males except in a very 
brief and casual manner,” 
the lawsuit stated, adding 
that she receives treatment 
and counsel ing at  the 
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A foggy Camel’s Hump is seen over Barre Town on Tuesday. More cloudy weather is expected over the next few days. 
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A pair of turkeys traverse through dandelions in Middlesex on Tuesday.
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Today
FRONT PORCH FORUM 

DOCUMENTARY

From Canadian filmmaker Peter 

Strauss. “The Story of Vermont’s 

Quiet Digital Revolution” follows the 

stories of several FPF members. Q&A 

follows. 6:30 p.m. Kellogg-Hubbard 

Library, 135 Main St., Montpelier, 

rysenechal@kellogghubbard.org, 

802-223-3338.

“Each year at 

this season, the 

lonely, faithful 

lilac bush blooms 

again and lavishes 

its sweetness in 

memory of the hands 

that planted it.”

Editorial, A4

In the News
As a presidential candidate, 

Bernie Sanders running for 

2020 looks a lot like Bernie 

Sanders in 2016.  A2

Gebo

See Act 250, page  A8

See Gebo, page  A8

See Police, page  A8 See Interim, page  A8


