
Developer eyes tax break

Cross Vermont Trail gets boost

Plainfield celebrates Plainfield

Man ordered 
held in jail after 
alleged assault
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BERLIN — Town officials are 
dusting off a rarely used policy 
and recruiting members to a short-
handed committee that is required 
to review tax stabilization requests 
like the one just received from the 
developer of the senior housing 

project planned on property owned 
by the Berlin Mall.

Brad Dousevicz, of Dousevicz 
Inc., has asked the town to approve 
a five-year tax stabilization agree-
ment for Spruce Place, the 98-unit 
“enhanced senior living facility” 
he has proposed to construct on a 
2.15-acre parcel that is now part of 

the 65-acre mall property.
According to a pending appli-

cation for a state land use permit, 
Dousevicz plans to subdivide the lot 
where he plans to build a four-story 
building as part of an estimated 
$2.5 million project.

That far exceeds the $200,000 
investment threshold called for in 

Berlin’s tax stabilization policy and 
should yield a project that boosts 
the assessed value of the property 
by $1 million — the figure needed 
to qualify for a five-year stabiliza-
tion agreement.

If the town approves such an 
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BERLIN — It’s been a long time 
coming and there is still more 
money to raise, but plans to con-
struct a short but expensive section 
of the Cross Vermont Trail just 
received another financial boost 
from Berlin.

Nearly three years after pledging 
$3,000 to the Cross Vermont Trail 
Association’s “keystone project,” 
the Select Board has agreed to chip 

in another $15,000.
That’s a drop in the bucket when 

it comes to the $1.6 million price 
tag of a project that contemplates 
constructing more than two miles 
of off-road bike path along the 
Route 2 corridor and a 200-foot 
bridge across the Winooski River.

However, for an organization that 
was within $36,000 of the $250,000 
it needs to raise to leverage nearly 
$1.3 million in previously approved 
federal funding it is a significant 

contribution.
Greg Western, the association’s 

executive director, acknowledged 
as much during a Thursday night 
meeting that saw the Select Board 
vote to free up additional money 
from the bike path fund it tapped 
three years ago when asked to con-
tribute $3,000.

The fund was established years 
ago for a bike path project that has 
long-since stalled due to right-of-
way issues with the local railroad 

that may never be resolved and may 
never need to be given the subse-
quent addition of buffered bike 
lanes along the Barre-Montpelier 
Road that serve the same purpose.

“It’s a way to turn some of that 
money into an actual bike path,” 
Western said, noting while prog-
ress has been slow, it has also been 
steady since he last approached 
Berlin for funding.
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PLAINFIELD — Old 
Home Days  were here 
again as a summer-ending 
celebration that is perfectly 
Plainfield again reminded 
residents — young and old 
— what makes their tiny 
town so special.

“It’s the people,” said 
Ben Koenig, who owns the 
local bookshop and figured 
prominently in the Friday 
night variety show that has 

customarily kicked off a 
tradition that was started 
23 years ago.

Make that “re-started,” 
because longtime residents 
will tell you the town once 
held a larger Indepen-
dence Day celebration that 
was abandoned in the late 
1970s.

Some remember a “riot” 
that spelled the end of the 
earlier tradition. Others say 
volunteers responsible for 
organizing it were simply 

“burned out.”
Nonetheless, all agree 

Old Home Days — held 
on the first weekend after 
Labor Day — has become a 
fixture in an eclectic com-
munity that is home to an 
unconventional college, a 
co-op, its own health center, 
and the opera house where 
Koenig per formed the 
song — “Plainfield is not 
too plain to me” — during 
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BARRE — A man, fac-
ing a charge of attempted 
second-degree murder 
after allegedly assaulting a 
woman last week, was jailed 
without bail on Monday.

Tyler Wallin, 21, who 
is homeless, pleaded not 
g u i l t y  i n  Wa s h i n g t o n 
County criminal  court 
to charges of attempted 
second-degree murder, 
aggravated first-degree 
domestic assault, domestic 
assault, assaulting a police 
officer and causing bodily 
injury, resisting arrest and 
violations of conditions of 
release.

If convicted of all charges, 
Wallin faces a maximum of 
life in prison with a mini-
mum of 20 years or fines 
totaling $32,500, or both.

According to the affida-
vit of Barre Police Officer 
Jacob Frey, a woman came 
into  the  Barre  Pol ice 
Department in the early 
hours of Saturday morn-
ing to collect some of her 
property.

Frey said Wall in was 
known to police after being 

charged with aggravated 
assault Friday evening. Frey 
said Wallin also damaged 
the woman’s room at the 
Budget Inn, assaulted her 
Thursday and failed to 
appear in court the same 
day.

When the woman went 
to the Barre Police Depart-
ment, Frey was asked to get 
a recorded statement from 
her. Frey said she reported 
she was unable to provide a 
written statement because 
of injuries Wallin inflicted 
on her.

The woman said that on 
Thursday, she and a friend 
drove by Wallin and asked 
him to get into the car, 
court records stated. The 
friend told Wallin that she 
could see the injuries Wal-
lin inflicted on the woman, 
court records said.

“... This made Wallin 
mad and he jumped on 
(the friend’s) car and then 
punched (her friend),” Frey 
stated, adding that the two 
women drove away and the 
victim then went to have 
dinner with family.
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Steve Stoufer, co-owner of Manghis Bread from Montpelier, looks over loaves of fresh-baked challah bread during The Great Vermont Bread 
Festival held at Camp Meade in Middlesex on Saturday. Dozens of bakers and hundreds of visitors gathered to celebrate Vermont’s bread makers 
and the 20th anniversary of Red Hen Baking during the day-long event.
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Old Home Days parade Grand Marshalls Betty Brown and Melvin Chase wave to the crowd 
Saturday in Plainfield.

FUN RAISING

 � SEPT. 9, 2019 DRAWS
Midday: 7-1-1 and 8-0-6-5
Evening: 9-1-3 and 9-1-3-0
New York State
3-2-2 LS7 and 5-2-1-7 LS15

Weather A2

Editorial A4

Letters A4

Obituaries A5

Abby A6

Horoscope A6

Comics A6

Calendar A7

Sports B1-3

Scoreboard B2

Business B4

Marketplace B6-7

TV Listings B6

  SPOTLIGHT

  HOT SPOT

  SOCIAL

  LOTTERY

  CONNECT

  INDEX

Tuesday, September 10, 2019 www.timesargus.com

High 68

Low 55

$1.00

 � SUBSCRIBE:
www.TimesArgus.com
800-498-4296

 �NEWS TIPS:
news@timesargus.com
802-477-1203

Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Times 
Argus videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/timesargus

Insta

Today
POETRY READING

Former Vermont Poet Laureate 

Sydney Lea reads from his newest 

poetry collection. Q&A, refresh-

ments, and book signing. 7-8 p.m. 

Bear Pond Books, 77 Main St., Mont-

pelier, samantha@bearpondbooks.

com, 802-229-0774.

In the news
A former Peoples Academy 

teacher is suing Lamoille 

South Supervisory Union’s 

superintendent, claiming 

wrongful termination.  A3

President Donald Trump 

says U.S. peace talks with 

the Taliban are now “dead,” 

one day after he abruptly 

canceled a secret meet-

ing he had arranged with 

Taliban and Afghan leaders 

aimed at ending America’s 

longest war.  A5

Fifty U.S. states and terri-

tories, led by Texas, have 

announced an investigation 

into Google’s “potential mo-

nopolistic behavior.”  B4

PROPOSED SENIOR HOUSING FACILITY

OLD HOME DAYS

See Plainfield, page  A8

See CVT, page  A8

See Tax, page  A8

See Assault, page  A8

Sports
Four players scored at least 

one touchdown for the U-32 

football team on the way to a 

49-20 victory over Mill River 

at Norwich University.  B1


