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Empty desks
Having killed 250,000 in 

the U.S., the deadly global 

pandemic now spreading 

throughout the United 

States has taken a severe 

toll including among the 

nation’s educators.  C2

Antler fever
Weekender Outdoors 

columnist Dennis Jensen 

describes his excitement 

and “heightened sense 

of awareness” when in 

the deer woods he spots 

a well-pointed rack of 

antlers.  C4

The Flynn
Burlington’s Flynn Center 

for the Performing Arts, 

the state’s largest pre-

senter of entertainment 

events, has recently 

rebranded itself as simply 

The Flynn.  D1

COVID keeps Vt. on alert

Committee seeks public input

Get tested for
your holidays

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The Vermont 
Department of Health reported 146 
new cases of the novel coronavirus 
Friday, two cases shy of the number 
reported Thursday, which was a sin-
gle-day record.

Also, the state’s health commis-
sioner reported Vermont could start 

receiving doses of a vaccine as early 
as next month.

Gov. Phil Scott said at his regular 
Friday news conference another 
resident who had the virus has died, 
bringing the state’s total to 62.

“After months without a single 
death, we’ve sadly lost four more 
Vermonters in the last two weeks,” 
Scott said.

Three of those deaths were res-
idents at Rutland Healthcare and 
Rehabilitation. That facility now has 
38 cases among residents and staff.

State officials are monitoring an 
outbreak at Four Seasons Care Home 
in Northfield, which has 31 cases 
among residents and staff. Fewer 
than six cases also been reported at 
Berlin Health and Rehabilitation 

Center, as well.
Washington County has been hit 

the hardest when it comes to new 
cases. Despite having a third of the 
population, Washington County 
has seen 351 new cases in the past 
two weeks compared with 245 
cases in Chittenden County. State 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Despite a 
daunting December deadline, a 
recently appointed committee is 
putting “safety” first as its mem-
bers weigh whether to recommend 
the elimination of a school-based 
police officer.

By the end of the year the diverse 
committee, which met virtually for 
the second time Thursday night, 

has essentially been asked to make 
an SRO, or no SRO recommen-
dation to a School Board that will 
wrap up its budget deliberations 
shortly after the holidays.

Whether to include funding for 
the resource officer’s position, 
eliminate it entirely, or reallocate 
the $45,600 for other purposes, is 
a question the board will ultimately 
answer. What its members — three 
of whom serve on the committee 

— decide could affect the city’s 
budget, which currently relies on 
revenue from the district to cover 
half the cost of a long-standing 
position typically assigned to local 
schools when they are in session.

Not this year.
Responding to an electronic peti-

tion signed by nearly 350 residents 
and calling for the elimination of a 
position amid the national debate 
about racial bias in policing, the 

board agreed to sideline the SRO 
and appoint the committee that 
has been asked to evaluate the 
“intended and unintended impacts 
of the position on the school 
community.”

That part of the committee’s 
charge — along with a recommen-
dation if it has one — must be com-
pleted by Dec. 31.

By LINDSAY WHITEHURST 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SALT LAKE CITY — As college students 
prepare to go home for the holidays, some 
schools are quickly ramping up COVID-
19 testing to try to keep infections from 
spreading further as the coronavirus 
surges across the United States.

Thousands of cases have been con-
nected to campuses since some colleges 
reopened this fall, forcing students to 
quarantine in dorms and shifting classes 
online. Now, many students are heading 
home for Thanksgiving, raising the risk of 
the virus spreading among family, friends 
and other travelers.

“The responsibility and the reach of 
the impact is not just to the student body 
anymore, it’s to those close contacts,” 
said Emily Rounds, a student who helps 
collect data on college testing plans 
nationwide for the Crisis College Initia-
tive at Davidson College.
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Joni Clemons, of East Montpelier, arranges a display Friday at the Little Shop Upstairs in Adamant. The shop above the Adamant Coop is open 
daily through the holidays and features the work of about a dozen local artists and craftspeople.

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Jim Hogue visits with Ritz while cleaning horse stalls Friday near his home in Calais.

LITTLE SHOP UPSTAIRS

NO HORSING AROUND

HEALTH DEPARTMENT: 146 NEW POSITIVES

See COVID, page  A5

SRO OR NO SRO?

See SRO, page  A5

See Holidays, page  A5


