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Saturday
VERMONT  

H ISTORY TRIV IA

This family-friendly event. Put your 

knowledge to the test and learn some 

fascinating new Vermont history 

facts. Free with Museum Admission 

($4-7/person), 1-2:30 p.m. Vermont 

History Museum, 109 State St, 

Montpelier, info@vermonthistory.org, 

802-479-8500.

“It sickens me that 

this is the United 

States of America. 

We are so much 

better than this.”

Democratic Rep. Pramila 
Jayapal of Washington state, 
a former immigrant advocate, 

commenting on the Trump 
administration’s plans for 
a nationwide immigration 

enforcement operation this 
weekend targeting migrant 

families. B5

In the news
The Craftsbury Chamber 

Players begin their 52nd 

season with some traditional 

but challenging music.  A2

A delay is announced for 

The Green Mountain Transit 

board’s rollout of its NextGen 

plan for central Vermont.  A3

White House efforts to lower 

prescription drug costs hit 

some setbacks.  A5

‘No loitering’ rule rejected

Options mulled for historic building

Trump reverses course 
on new census question

New hospital 
building boosts 
privacy, care

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The City 
Council resoundingly rejected 
a call on Wednesday for a “no 
loitering” ordinance to move the 
homeless and itinerant population 
off downtown streets in the Capital 
City.

The call by local landlord David 
Kelley — supported by some local 

businesses — was dismissed by the 
council as legally unenforceable 
unless laws were being broken, 
after consulting with the Montpe-
lier Police Department. Several 
other local people and city repre-
sentatives spoke in favor of efforts 
to support the homeless population 
and the council agreed to establish 
a task force to address the conflict 
in the city.

The concern over the homeless 
on the streets follows complaints 
about sidewalks and business 
entrances being blocked, aggres-
sive panhandling, cigarette smoke 
wafting into businesses, public 
intoxication and drug dealing.

Kelley was not present at the 
meeting but his partner, Candace 
Moot, who also owns a building on 
State Street, spoke for both of them 

and read a letter to the council 
that stressed how brick-and-mortar 
businesses were struggling in the 
age of internet sales without having 
to deal with additional problems 
posed by the homeless.

“This summer, a handful of peo-
ple have chosen to sit or even con-
gregate in front of the buildings on 

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — During a meeting 
before their regular Tuesday night 
meeting, city councilors huddled in 
the iconic Wheelock building and 
welcomed thoughts about what to 
do with the one-time law office and 
long-time senior center that last 
housed an antique shop.

Though it wasn’t unanimous, 

many in attendance expressed 
varying levels of support for Mayor 
Lucas Herring’s proposal to create 
a teen center in the back half of the 
now-vacant building, while creating 
a home for the Barre Partnership 
and the “welcome center” in the 
front.

However, even those who sup-
port the concept — including 
some familiar with teen centers 

— warned it would be a significant 
lift and that community buy-in was 
crucial.

Kreig Pinkham, executive direc-
tor of the Washington County 
Youth Service Bureau, said fitting 
up the blank space to create a cen-
ter where local youth would want to 
congregate was the easy part. Com-
mitting to sustainably staffing what 
could easily be a $100,000-a-year 

operation was more daunting.
“If you want a teen center, be pre-

pared to commit to a professional 
teen center,” Pinkham said. “Don’t 
go half in.”

Pinkham said hiring a full-time 
director really isn’t optional and 
arranging for at least one other 
paid staff member was a necessity.

By JILL COLVIN  

and MARK SHERMAN

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump aban-
doned his controversial 
bid to demand citizenship 
details from all respon-
dents in next year’s census 
Thursday, instead directing 

federal agencies to try to 
compile the information 
using existing databases.

“It is essential that we 
have a clear breakdown of 
the number of citizens and 
non-citizens that make up 
the United States popula-
tion,” Trump said at a Rose 
Garden announcement. He 

insisted he was “not backing 
down.”

His reversal comes after 
the Supreme Court blocked 
his efforts to include the 
citizenship question and 
as the government had 
already begun the lengthy 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

BURLINGTON — A new 
building at University of 
Vermont Medical Center 
aims to greatly increase pri-
vacy and comfort for patients 
and families.

The $187 million Rob-
ert E. and Holly D. Miller 
Building opened June 1 
after nearly three years of 
construction. It is named 
for well-known area philan-
thropists who have made 
significant contributions to 
University of Vermont Med-
ical Center facilities.

The Mil ler  Bui lding 
will not increase the total 
number of patients that 
can be cared for, but will 
increase the number of 
private patient rooms from 
30 to 90%, once current 
double-patient rooms also 
become private rooms after 
the transfer of patients to 
the new building. The older 
rooms will be refurbished to 
meet similar standards in the 
new building.

The project was approved 
in 2015 by the Green Moun-
tain Care Board to address 
an “identifiable and existing 
need to replace inpatient 

beds,” some of which date 
back to the 1950s.

Medical center officials 
said the project would not 
increase insurance premi-
ums in the state. Instead, 
the project was funded from 
working capital, $89 million 
in borrowing and $30 million 
in donations from employ-
ees, former patients and 
more than 1,000 households.

The new patient rooms 
will serve specialty surgery, 
cardiology, oncology and 
orthopedic patients.

With a total of 187,000 
square feet of new space, 
each new patient room is 
340 square feet, with a pri-
vate bathroom and shower, 
and larger space for families 
with a pull-out couch for 
overnight stays. A bedside 
table device allows for con-
trol of television and room 
lighting, and access to the 
patient’s medical record, 
menus, daily schedule and 
educational materials. An 
electronic “whiteboard” 
opposite the bed provides 
up-to-date information on 
the patients and their care 
team.
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From left, Addie Hannan, Aine Fannon and Ang Sherpa race the weather Thursday to unload bales of hay into a barn at Butterfield Beef and 
Berry farm in Calais.
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A small cannabis plant, lower left, grows in a flower bed Thursday outside the State 
House in Montpelier. About three dozen more mature plants were discovered earlier 
this week and removed by officials. It is not known who planted the cannabis or if 
they are the marijuana or hemp variety.

RACING THE WEATHER

CANNABIS DISCOVERED

TEEN CENTER PROPOSED

See Loitering, page  A8

See Building, page  A8

See Hospital, page  A8

‘NOT BACKING DOWN’

See Census, page  A8


