
 �AUG. 8, 2019 DRAWS
Midday: 4-3-7 and 0-2-8-2
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New York State:
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 �AUG. 7, 2019 DRAWS
Powerball: 
8-32-47-53-59 PB3 PP3
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COLLECTED  

STORIES

Pulitzer Prize winner Donald 

Margulies explores the complicat-

ed relationship between a famous 

teacher and her student as they 

battle over what, if anything, is 

off-limits in art. $15-$20, 7:30-

9 p.m. Montpelier Unitarian Church , 

130 Main St., Montpelier, jogreenver-

mont@gmail.com, 802-734-1013.

“You don’t have to 

go hunting to find 

Vermonters living 

in poverty. They are 

all around, and the 

number of people 

struggling to make 

ends meet seems to 

be growing.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
More than 200 mayors are 

urging the Senate to return 

to the Capitol to act on 

gun safety legislation amid 

criticism that Congress is 

failing to respond to back-

to-back shootings that left 

31 people dead.  B5

The annual rabies bait drop 

begins Aug. 11.  A3

A man accused of domestic 

assault returns to the scene 

to assault again.  A3

MSMS to ban cellphone use

Ex-CI admits to drug charge

‘Abe and Ann’: A love story 
from Lincoln’s early years

Change land 
use to avoid a 
hungry future

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Main Street 
Middle School will ban the use 
of cellphones by students during 
school hours when school resumes 
Aug. 29.

The decision was taken because 
of concerns about distractions for 
students in class, and to address 
the broader issue of the impact of 

new technology on social interac-
tion — or a lack of it — between 
students. It follows an internal 
review and a district-wide discus-
sion among administrators in the 
Montpelier-Roxbury Public Schools 
District.

Under the new policy, students 
would not be allowed access to 
their cellphones at MSMS during 
school hours, from 7:30 a.m. to 

3 p.m. Instead, phones must be 
left in a student’s locker or cubby, 
or turned off and in their back-
pack. School officials said students 
and parents would still be able to 
communicate through the school 
office. At Montpelier High School, 
the use of cellphones by students 
is already restricted to hallway use, 
lunch time and recess, school offi-
cials said.

On social media, the issue was 
widely discussed, with most par-
ents strongly favoring the new 
procedure.

“The first thing I would say is, 
cellphones is not a new issue and 
I’m not really sure I would call it 
an issue — it’s a part of life,” said 
MSMS Principal Pam Arnold. “How 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BURLINGTON — A Barre man 
who agreed to be a confidential 
informant for police, but showed 
up with drugs on him, has admitted 
to the federal charge he faces.

Iman “Geo” Hardy, 44, pleaded 
guilty Tuesday in U.S. District Court 
in Burlington to a felony count of 
knowingly possessing with intent 

to distribute cocaine. Hardy has 
agreed to a sentence of three to five 
years to serve. He will be sentenced 
on Nov. 26. He’s been in the cus-
tody of the U.S. Marshals at North-
west State Correctional Facility in 
Swanton since his arrest in June.

Cpl. Jonathan Houle, of the 
Barre City police, said in his affida-
vit he was on patrol in Montpelier 
on April 29 when he spotted Hardy 

driving toward Berlin. Houle said 
Hardy has been a person of interest 
for the Street Crimes Unit because 
of reports it has received about 
Hardy selling drugs.

He said Hardy drove to the Ber-
lin Mall, parked the vehicle and a 
female got inside. Houle said the 
female was in the vehicle for about 
five minutes before she left and got 
into a truck. He said he followed 

the truck and pulled it over for 
failing to use a turn signal.

Houle said he spoke to the 
female who had gotten into Hardy’s 
vehicle and she told him she had 
bought half a gram of cocaine from 
Hardy. Houle took the white, rock-
like substance from the truck and 
it field tested positive for cocaine, 

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The legend of a love 
affair between a young Abraham Lincoln 
and a tavern owner’s daughter will be 
the subject of a unique author reading 
event at Vermont College of Fine Arts on 
Sunday.

To be held at 7:30 p.m. in the Gary 
Library, the event focuses on “Abe and 
Ann,” a newly published novel by well-
known playwright, poet and teacher Gary 
Moore, who has a home in Vermont.

The event will include a ballad written 
by Moore, set to music by Brooklyn 

bluegrass band Cricket 
Tell the Weather and 
performed by local 
musician Fred Wilbur. 
Published by Komatik 
Press in May, “Abe and 
Ann” is Moore’s first 
novel. Next Chapter 
Bookstore in Barre will 
be on hand with copies 
of the book for Moore 

to sign after his performance.
Moore’s account of the controversial 

By SETH BORENSTEIN  

and JAMEY KEATEN

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

GENEVA — Human-
caused climate change is 
dramatically degrading the 
Earth’s land, and the way 
people use the land is mak-
ing global warming worse, a 
new United Nations scien-
tific report says. That cre-
ates a vicious cycle which is 
already making food more 
expensive, scarcer and less 
nutritious.

“The cycle is accelerat-
ing,” said NASA climate sci-
entist Cynthia Rosenzweig, 
a co-author of the report. 
“The threat of climate 
change affecting people’s 
food on their dinner table 
is increasing.”

But if people change the 
way they eat, grow food and 
manage forests, it could 
help save the planet from a 
far warmer future, scientists 
said.

Earth’s  land masses , 
which are only 30% of the 
globe, are warming twice as 
fast as the planet as a whole. 
While heat-trapping gases 
are causing problems in 
the atmosphere, the land 
has been less talked about 
as part of climate change. 

A special report, written by 
more than 100 scientists 
and unanimously approved 
by diplomats from nations 
around the world Thursday 
at a meeting in Geneva, 
proposed possible fixes and 
made more dire warnings.

“The way we use land is 
both part of the problem 
and also part of the solu-
tion,” said Valerie Mas-
son-Delmotte, a French 
c l imate  s c i en t i s t  who 
co-chairs one of the panel’s 
working groups. “Sustain-
able land management can 
help secure a future that is 
comfortable.”

Scientists at Thursday’s 
press conference empha-
sized the seriousness of the 
problem and the need to 
make societal changes soon.

“We don’t want a message 
of despair,” said science 
panel official Jim Skea, a 
professor at Imperial Col-
lege London. “We want 
to get across the message 
that every action makes a 
difference.”

Still the stark message hit 
home hard for some of the 
authors.

“I’ve lost a lot of sleep 
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Debbie and Joe Witt, of Randolph, ride their recumbent trikes around Berlin Pond in Berlin recently.
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A crane lifts a damaged dump truck onto a flatbed truck Thursday night following 
an accident on Interstate 89 in Montpelier. State Police closed the southbound lanes 
of the interstate just south of Exit 8 while the scene was cleared.
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