
DRIVER AUTOGRAPHS • DOUBLE POINTS, EXTRA DISTANCE

2023 Midseason Championships
MAPLEWOOD/IRVING OIL LATE MODELS • LENNY’S SHOE & APPAREL FLYING TIGERS

RK MILES STREET STOCKS • BURNETT SCRAP METALS ROAD WARRIORS

JULY 6 @ 7:00 PM

FREE A SUPPLEMENT OF THE BARRE-MONTPELIER TIMES ARGUS  |  JULY 2023 www.timesargus.com/ThunderRoadMid

WATERSLIDES • BOUNCE HOUSE COMBOS WATERSLIDES • BOUNCE HOUSE COMBOS 
INTERACTIVES • EQUIPMENT TENTSINTERACTIVES • EQUIPMENT TENTS

“IT’S PARTY TIME!” “IT’S PARTY TIME!” 802-839-5842 • SKYHIGHSLIDES@GMAIL.COM802-839-5842 • SKYHIGHSLIDES@GMAIL.COM



2  THE BARRE-MONTPELIER TIMES ARGUS • THUNDER ROAD MIDSEASON CHAMPIONSHIPS 2023

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Thunder Road Signature Book Ad - 2023.pdf   1   6/19/2023   1:57:44 PM



THE BARRE-MONTPELIER TIMES ARGUS • THUNDER ROAD MIDSEASON CHAMPIONSHIPS 2023  3      

2023 Midseason 
Championships

TABLE OF CONTENTS
MAPLEWOOD/IRVING OIL LATE MODELS  
PHOTOS BY ALAN WARD................................................................ 8

LENNY’S SHOE & APPAREL FLYING TIGERS  
PHOTOS BY ALAN WARD...............................................................16

R.K. MILES STREET STOCKS  
PHOTOS BY BUZZ FISHER............................................................22

BURNETT SCRAP METALS ROAD WARRIORS  
PHOTOS BY BUZZ FISHER............................................................32

REMAINING 2022 THUNDER ROAD SCHEDULE.....................38

47 North Main Street, Suite 200, Barre, VT
www.timesargus.com  |  800-498-4296

New England VP Ed Coats

Publisher/Executive Editor Steven Pappas

General Sales Manager Tim Duguay

Customer Service Manager Melody Hudson

Creative Services Manager Keri Franzoni

Advertising Travis Lilley, Krystal Marshall, Kristine Wolfrom

Design Tiahnna Gillam, Fran Grabowski

A publication of Brunswick Publishing LLC with content provided by Thunder Road. 
Reproduction in whole or in part without prior written permission is strictly prohibited. 
Opinions expressed in the publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent those of the management of the publication.



4  THE BARRE-MONTPELIER TIMES ARGUS • THUNDER ROAD MIDSEASON CHAMPIONSHIPS 2023

 SNOWFIRE AUTO OFFERS:
• Sales of vehicles mostly sourced from out of state and fully inspected by our Service team

• Professionally trained Automotive Technicians for all your service needs
• FREE Loaner cars by appointment while your vehicle is in our Service center

• Automotive Detailing  • Undercoating using spray-on rubberized material 

WWW.SNOWFIREAUTO.COM  •  802-244-5606  •  SERVICE@SNOWFIREAUTO.COM

Conveniently located at the corner of Route 2 and Route 100 in Waterbury, VT.Conveniently located at the corner of Route 2 and Route 100 in Waterbury, VT.

SNOWFIRE AUTO IS
central Vermont’s Asian 
& European Automotive 
Sales & Service center. 

   Snowfire Auto                  802-244-5606 
  100 US Route 2          www.snowfireauto.com 
Waterbury VT 05676               service@snowfireauto.com 
 

 
Est. 1979 

Snowfire Auto is central Vermont’s Asian and European Automotive Sales & Service center.   
Conveniently located at the corner of Route 2 and Route 100 in Waterbury, Vermont. 

Snowfire Auto offers: 
• Sales of vehicles mostly sourced from out of state and fully inspected by our Service team 
• Professionally trained Automotive Technicians for all your service needs 
• FREE Loaner cars by appointment while your vehicle is in our Service center 
• Automotive Detailing 
• Undercoating using spray-on rubberized material   

 
 
 
 

FIND YOUR NEXT CAR AT SNOWFIRE AUTO 
IN WATERBURY, VT!

FIND YOUR NEXT CAR AT SNOWFIRE AUTO 
IN WATERBURY, VT!

Let us help!
Looking for your CDL?

How can I enroll?
By contacting Tracy at:
Offi ce # 802 476-4679, Cell #  802 279-3325, 
Fax # 802 479-2439

What we offer: 
• Complete training start to fi nish, We pay all 
   course related expenses
• We have a wide array of equipment
• We offer night driving, We can offer individual 
  training
• We will train you beyond minimum to a Safe and 
  productive level

282 Berlin Mall Road
Berlin VT 05602
802-223-2090

Monday through Friday 8:30AM to 6:00PM
Saturday 9:00AM to 3:00PM

TINY’S TRASH SERVICES 
32 West Corinth Rd. Washington, VT 05675

802-522-5089 
FREE ESTIMATES

CLEAN OUTS - TRAILER DROP - ANY TYPE OF DEBRIS - REGULAR 
SCHEDULED PICK UP - CONSTRUCITON OR YARD CLEANUP

CUSTOMER SERVICE TOP PRIORITY

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY BAG DROP 
CHECK OUR OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 

FOR ADDRESS AND TIME

APARTMENT HOUSE CLEAN OUTS 
EVENT CLEAN UPS

FACEBOOK QR CODE
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Parts & Service
Customer Support

Agreements
You’ve got a lot of jobs to do — We’re here to support every one.

• Dependable Equipment: Maximize your productivity and uptime with high-quality 

products from wheel loaders and excavators to compactors and haulers. 

•  Total Support: We’ve got your back with sales, remarketing, reliable

parts, full service and more.

•  Customized Offers: From Customer Support Agreements and CareTrack telematics to 

full-service financial solutions through Volvo Financial Services, we’ll get you working 

and keep you going.

We’re the solution you can trust before and after the sale. 

Call the Wood’s CRW sales office today.woodscrw.com

Williston 
795 Marshall Avenue
Williston, VT 05495
802.658.1700

Andre Parent
Sales Manager
802.488.7903 Parts & Service Remarketing Caretrack

Volvo Financial
Services

Customer Support

MACHINES AND SUPPORT TO

GET IT DONE.

Customer Support
Agreements
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 RACE MECHANIC, “GURU”, AND AUTO PARTS DEALER RACE MECHANIC, “GURU”, AND AUTO PARTS DEALER

CHECK OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR THE MOST CHECK OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR THE MOST 
UPDATED INVENTORY!UPDATED INVENTORY! 

John Deere, Kubota, Kioti, New Holland, Ford, Mahindra, John Deere, Kubota, Kioti, New Holland, Ford, Mahindra, 
and many more trusted brands available.and many more trusted brands available.

AGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT NEEDSAGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT NEEDS 
www.jandssalesandservice.comwww.jandssalesandservice.com

802-274-2586802-274-2586 

HONEST REPAIR HONEST REPAIR 
AND SALESAND SALES

of all your tractor and equipment needs.

FEATURED RENTALS:
Excavator, Tracked Skid Steer, 

Lots of Attachments for The Skid 
Steer: Vibratory Roller, Harley 
Rake, Grapple, Etc. 5.25 Ton 

Vibratory Roller, Tractors with 
Lots of Attachments - Rototiller, 

Harley Rake, Brush Hog, 
Grapple, Box Blade, Etc.WE OFFER FINANCING ALL OVER THE WE OFFER FINANCING ALL OVER THE 

EAST COAST NOW!EAST COAST NOW!
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MARINE PLUS
Boat Sales, Service and Storage 

Near Lake Champlain

6720 Route 7
North Ferrisburgh, VT, 05473

+1-802-425-5551    
marineplusvt@gmail.com

OPEN DAILY
Mon – Fri:   8AM – 6PM

Sat:  9AM – 2PM
Sun: By Appointment

W W W . M A R I N E P L U S V T . C O M
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Maplewood/Irving Oil

LATE MODELS

BOBBY THERRIEN - 5X

SCOTT DRAGON - 0VT

CHRIS ROBERTS - 8VT

COOPER BOUCHARD - 7VT

SCOTT COBURN - 4VT

CHIP GRENIER - 9



THE BARRE-MONTPELIER TIMES ARGUS • THUNDER ROAD MIDSEASON CHAMPIONSHIPS 2023  9      

Official sponsor of the

R & R Race Parts Street 
Stock Open Series

Located in Candia N.H.

 603-396-8928
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STEPHEN MARTIN - 01

PHIL SCOTT - 14

JUSTIN PRESCOTT - 04VT

BRANDON LANPHEAR - 16VT

DARRELL MORIN - 17VT

KAIDEN FISHER - 18VT

865 MAXFIELD RD, BARRE, VT 05641 
802-249-1244 / SPRUCEVIEWBARN.COM

WE ARE ALSO PERFECT FOR 
YOUR NON WEDDING EVENTS:

865 MAXFIELD RD, BARRE, VT 05641  /  802-249-1244  /  SPRUCEVIEWBARN.COM

◆  FA M I LY  R E U N I O N S

◆  B I R T H DAY  PA R T I E S

◆  A N N I V E R S A R Y  PA R T I E S

◆  G R A D UAT I O N  C E L E B R AT I O N S

◆  M E M O R I A L  S E R V I C E S

◆  H I G H  S C H O O L  R E U N I O N S

◆  G E N D E R  R E V E A L  PA R T I E S

◆  S U M M E R  P I C N I C S

◆  R E T I R E M E N T  PA R T I E S

◆  CO M PA N Y  R E T R E AT S

◆  C R A F T  FA I R S

◆  M U S I C  F E S T I VA L S

W E  A R E  A L S O  P E R F E C T  F O R  Y O U R  N O N  W E D D I N G  E V E N T S :

Thank You  for voting usThank You  for voting us
B E S T  W E D D I N G  L O C AT I O NB E S T  W E D D I N G  L O C AT I O N

◆  FAMILY REUNIONS
◆  BIRTHDAY PARTIES
◆  ANNIVERSARY PARTIES
◆  GRADUATION CELEBRATIONS
◆  MEMORIAL SERVICES
◆  HIGH SCHOOL REUNIONS

◆  GENDER REVEAL PARTIES
◆  SUMMER PICNICS
◆  RETIREMENT PARTIES
◆  COMPANY RETREATS
◆  CRAFT FAIRS
◆  MUSIC FESTIVALS
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KEEGAN LAMSON - 55

TYLER CAHOON - 38VTSTEPHEN DONAHUE- 31

KYLE PEMBROKE - 24VT KYLE PEMBROKE - 24VT

Lambert Rd, Graniteville, VT Lambert Rd, Graniteville, VT 
Contact Stephen Donahue Contact Stephen Donahue 

802-279-7312802-279-7312

We Haul: We Haul: 
Dirt, Gravel, Dirt, Gravel, 

Sand and Manure, Sand and Manure, 
Agricultural Feed, Agricultural Feed, 

Feed & MoreFeed & More
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KYLE PEMBROKE - 24VT
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BLAIR BESSETT - 69

CHRIS PELKEY - 64VT

NICK SWEET - 88

DERRICK O’DONNELL - 60

MARCEL GRAVEL - 86

BROOKS CLARK - 68VT

CODY BLAKE - 99BRENDAN MOODIE - 94
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YOUR CAREER
 STARTS HERE.

CCV.EDU/YOURCAREER

CCV is committed to non-discrimination in its learning and working environments for all persons. All educational and employment opportunities at CCV are offered without regard to race, creed, color, 
national origin, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, veteran status, or any other category protected by law. CCV is an equal opportunity employer. Auxiliary aids and services are 
available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

CLASSES START SEPTEMBER 5. REGISTER TODAY!

Berlin is open 24 hours a day, full deli 
by Jockey Hollow and a Liquor store

PROUD SPONSORS OF THE LATE MODEL DIVISION
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Lenny’s Shoe & Apparel

FLYING TIGERS
BRANDON GRAY - 00VT

TYLER AUSTIN - 5VT

MIKE MACASKIL - 3VT

SAM CARON - 07VT

COOPER FRENCH - 4ME

2367 Main Street, Colchester, VT 05446
(802) 879-4768
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PHIL POTVIN - 08

MIKE BILLADO - 8VT

RICH LOWREY - 8

ZACH AUDET - 9VT

Hammer down to...

Stores in: Barre, Williston, St. Albans, VT & Plattsburgh, NY
Open: M-F 10-6, Sat 10-5, Closed Sun | Shop Online: LennyShoe.com | Still Family. Still Local.
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MATT POTTER - 23VT

LUKE PETERS - 26VT

ETHAN TYRRELL - 23ME

CAM GADUE - 23NY

(802) 868-2040 
www.raysdiesandtubing.com

• GRINDING 
• EDM 
• CUSTOM CUTTING 

• CUSTOM MACHINING 
• LASER CUTTING
• TUBING

• EXTRUSION DIES AND MATERIALS

DERRICK CALKINS - 15

TRAVIS PATNOE - 22VT

TY DELPHIA - 13VT
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JOEL HODGDON - 36 KYLE STREETER - 37VT

LOGAN POWERS - 31 MATT BALLARD - 33

C A L L  T O D A Y !  ( 8 0 2 )  8 3 9 - 7 1 7 1

A Central Vermont 
Roofi ng Company

SPECIALIZING IN: STANDING SEAM • ASPHALT SHINGLES 
• EPDM BLACK RUBBER • TPO RUBBER MEMBRANE

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/TILDARKROOFING
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CHRIS LAFOREST - 56VT

KEVIN STREETER - 67

JASON PELKEY - 64VT

JASON WOODARD - 68

ADAM MAYNARD - 45 COLIN CORNELL - 54

PROUD SPONSORS OF #64 PROUD SPONSORS OF #64   
JASON PELKEY - TIGERS  &  CHRIS PELKEY - LATE MODELSJASON PELKEY - TIGERS  &  CHRIS PELKEY - LATE MODELS
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TYLER PEPIN - 78

JEFF OESCHGER - 93

CAMERON OUELLETTE - 90VT

ROBERT GORDON - H20VT

82 Commercial Lane, Lyndonville, VT 05851
Toll Free: 1.800.417.3003  •  Open Mon-Fri: 8AM-4:30PM

WWW.CREATIVECOUNTERSVT.COM

VERMONT OWNED AND OPERATED WITH 
INTEGRITY SINCE 2001.
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r.k. Miles

STREET STOCKS

HAIDYN PEARCE - 2

JAMES DOPP - 0

SCOTT WESTON - 04

MICHAEL GAY - 3

SHEA WHEELER - 1

KYLE GRAVEL - 5
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HOURS:HOURS:  
Tue - Wed  4PM-9PM     Thu - Fri 4PM- 10PM 
Sat - 11:30AM-10PM     Sun -11:30AM-8PM 802-425-2149802-425-2149

Swing in and check out your local, family owned Swing in and check out your local, family owned 
Tavern and all we have to offer!Tavern and all we have to offer!

VILLAGEVILLAGE  
TAVERNTAVERN

RT. 7 NO. FERRISBURG, VT.RT. 7 NO. FERRISBURG, VT.

JAMIE LEE THURSTONJAMIE LEE THURSTON
AUG. 18TH 7PM • Full Band, Free Show!

Nashville recording artist

�n�
CONSTRUCTION

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

802-373-5924802-373-5924

www.timesargus.com

GET YOUR DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION TODAY

Support local news

www.timesargus.com

GET YOUR DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION TODAY
ASK ABOUT THE 
NEW CUSTOMER 

DISCOUNT!*

47 N. Main Street, Suite 200, Barre
www.timesargus.com

* Limited time offer for new customers only — have not subscribed 
in the last 60 days. At the end of the introductory period, service will 

continue at our regular rate. Visit website for details.

CALL 
802-479-0191

VISIT
www.timesargus.com/subscribe

EMAIL
customerservices@timesargus.com 
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KYLE MACASKILL - 7

MEKAYLAH BOWEN - 12

JEFFERY MARTIN - 8

DEAN SWITSER - 16

RYAN FOSTER - 08

TRAVIS GAY - 13

LOGAN FARRELL - 9

JUSTIN BLAKELY - 17
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802-782-7371

OUR EXCAVATING
SERVICES:
• Residential/ commercial
• House sites
• Driveways
• Septic systems
• All types of foundations
• Lot clearing/ stumping
• Emergency 24/7
• Water breaks
• Sewer breaks
And much more!

bertduffyexcavation@gmail.com
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TOMMY SMITH - 22

PATRICK TIBBETTS - 34

CAM POWERS - 30

JAMIE DAVIS - 43

TODD RAYMO - 24

DEREK FARNHAM - 39

CURTIS FRANKS - 33

WILLIAM HENNEQUIN - 47
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• Snow Removal 
• Concrete Services 
• Site Work and Excavating
• Large Commercial, Residential 
  & Agricultural Projects

Proud to be a local Vermont business since 2002. 
HBCC offers foundations for any size home, garage, 
or addition. We offer award winning patios and 
walkways, as well as concrete repair services, 
residential and commercial snow plowing.

VERMONT’S
FULL SERVICEFULL SERVICE 
CONCRETE CONCRETE 
CONTRACTORCONTRACTOR

OUR SERVICES: 

WHO ARE WE?

176 MILL ST • EAST BARRE, VT
hutchbrothersconcrete@gmail.comPROUD BETTER 

HOMES AWARD 
RECIPIENT 802-479-3499802-479-3499
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TAYLOR HOAR - 48

TREVOR JAQUES - 57

JOSH LOVELY - 54

JESSE LAQUERRE - 71

ERIC MACLAUGHLIN - 50

CHRIS DAVIS - 69

PARKER GAGNE - 55

PAIGE WHITTEMORE - 73
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ARE PROUD 
SPONSORS OF 
THE HARDEST 

WORKING
CREW CHIEF 

AWARD 
OF ALL DIVISIONS

&

I’m Here to Help
Your Business Succeed.
Grass ads don’t grow on trees, but 

they can be printed on them.

Contact me to advertise today!

47 N. Main Street, Suite 200, Barre, VT  |   travis.lilley@.timesargus.com  |  800-498-4296

TRAVIS LILLEY
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TYLER WHITTEMORE - 74

PAUL ROCHELEAU - 88

JUAN MARSHALL - 79

KASEY COLLINS - 98

Since 1955, our family-owned 
automobile dealership has been 

proudly delivering quality pre-owned 
vehicles to neighbors in Vermont 
and beyond. If we don’t have what 
you’re looking for on the lot, our 

father-son team with more than 70 
years of combined experience in 

the business will fi nd it.

6682 Route 7, North Ferrisburgh, VT  (802) 455-4465  marcotteandsons.com

FIND YOUR NEXT CAR AT



THE BARRE-MONTPELIER TIMES ARGUS • THUNDER ROAD MIDSEASON CHAMPIONSHIPS 2023 31      

In this issue...

FREE
Take One

www.timesargus.com/explore

Expl  reExpl  reExpl  re
Central Vermont

Expl  reSummer 2023

MUSEUM

By Janelle Faignant

D
anielle Monroe, executive 

director of Wonderfeet 

Kids’ Museum, is standing 

in the main play area of the 

museum’s new space when a small girl 

rushes up with a mannequin head and 

offers it to her. “Thank you, Margo,” 

Monroe says. She turns to me with a 

full laugh and says, “Did you think that 

in this interview someone was going to 

show you a disembodied head? Well, 

that’s my every day!”

It had been 10 days since Wonderfeet 

opened its doors at its new location at 66 

Merchants Row, and about 1,000 people 

had already passed through them.

The new museum is not only more 

than double the size of the old space, it’s 

an actual scaled-down model of Rutland 

itself. Every corner holds a recognizable 

city landmark, like the Vermont State 

Fair Building, Main Street Gazebo, and 

the sprawling farm you can see from 

Route 4 between Castleton and Rutland 

— but each with a unique Wonderfeet 

twist, like the band uniforms hanging in 

the gazebo.
“Our old space was so small and cozy 

and, for most of those kids, they felt very 

at home,” Monroe said. “(But) in our new 

building, they’ll recognize things from 

the old location.”

“The locomotive came with us from 

the old building — that was sort of our 

signature exhibit,” she said. “We thought, 

we have to add to it, so we’ve got our 

caboose now and our little Rutland train 

terminal. We added a ticket window, 

WONDERFEET 
grows in its new location

PHOTOS BY DANIELLE MONROE

Summer 2023 | Explore Central Vermont | 9

6 | Explore Central Vermont | Summer 2023

By Peter CobbH ave you considered canoeing 

or kayaking but rejected the 

urge because you don’t own a 

kayak? Maybe you’ve just never 

done it, or you aren’t sure if you’re able? 

Th ink again.Th ere are dozens of places to rent and 

try, including many of Vermont’s state 

parks.
Kayaking is fairly simple — an on-

water activity you can learn quickly.

“Kayaking is a great way to get outside 

and enjoy what nature has to off er, to 

slow down, relax and get some exercise. 

It’s a great way to enjoy quality time with 

friends, family or much needed self time,” 

said Bronwyn Decker, owner of Vermont 

Canoe and Kayak, based in Jeff ersonville. 

VCK rents kayaks, canoes and paddle 

boards and holds guided tours on the 

Lamoille River. (vtcanoeandkayak.com)

“Th e section of the Lamoille River that 

we put paddlers out on is Class One, fl at 

water, so good for all abilities,” Decker 

said. “We put fi rst-time paddlers out 

frequently.”Emma Brownlee, marketing director 

for Umiak Outdoor Outfi tters, with 

stores in Richmond and Stowe, agrees 

Vermont is a great place to paddle. 

(www.umiak.com)“Vermont is serene. We have abundant 

water resources with over 800 lakes and 

7,000 miles of river. Th ere are paddling 

opportunities throughout the entire 

state, which provides new scenery every 

time. Padding is not only a great way to 

explore the stunning landscape but it also 

off ers you a unique chance to see wildlife 

while enjoying a fun and healthy outdoor 

activity,” she said.Blue Ridge Outfi tters, located near 

Chittenden Dam, one of Vermont’s 

premier fl at-water kayaking lakes, also 

rents kayaks, canoes and paddle boards. 

(paddlevt.com)Blue Ridge owner Kim Newton agrees 

kayaking is the near perfect summer 

activity. “Kayaking in Vermont is so 

relaxing and calming. It’s a great way to 

get together with friends. My suggestion 

to fi rst time paddlers is don’t hesitate, try 

it, and you will fall in love,” she said.

Blue Ridge adds an unexpected bonus. 

Every customer gets a free ice cream 

cone at Scooby Scoops Ice Cream in 

Chittenden.According to Brownlee, lessons make 

sense for some but are not for everyone.

“We like to say, two-hours of 

instruction is worth two years of trial 

and error. However, if an instructional 

lesson doesn’t seem like the right option 

for someone, I suggest new paddlers start 

with a rental at Waterbury Reservoir. 
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GARDENING

By Peter Cobb

I
f anyone bleeds fl ower nectar, it’s Emily von Trapp. She has 
worked in the fl ower business most of her life. She started 
working on her parents’ 10-acre Waitsfi eld farm when 
she was 12, worked there through middle school, high 

school and college, and now, 32 years later, she operates von 
Trapp Flowers, which sells fl owers wholesale to markets around 
Vermont.

When von Trapp was in middle school, the fl ower farm, 
run by her parents, Tobias and Sally, was a seasonal operation, 
basically running spring through fall. Emily’s parents operated 
the von Trapp Greenhouse, a retail garden nursery, for 42 years. 
Th eir last season was spring 2021.

Now it is a 12-months-a-year business – thanks to tulips.
“I am the third generation to cultivate the land where I 

sustainably grow over a hundred thousand specialty tulips, in 
addition to many varieties of annual and perennial cut fl owers,” 
Emily said. “I grew up surrounded by my parents’ gorgeous 
gardens and blooms. I have been selling sustainably grown, 
seasonal fl owers in the form of my market bouquets to markets 
in Central Vermont for over 20 years.” PETER COBB PHOTOS

Emily von Trapp

Flowers 
FOR ALL 
SEASONS
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HIKING

By Peter Cobb

T
here are dozens of family 

friendly hiking trails around 

Vermont. Some of the best are 

in the town forests: Pine Hill in 

Rutland; The Millstone Trails in Barre 

Town Forest; and the trails in Hubbard 

Park in Montpelier.

Here is a summary of some of our 

favorite treks:

Pine Hill Park, Rutland

Pine Hill Park in Rutland offers 17 

miles of trails spread over 325 acres of 

terrain offering some of the very best 

mountain biking, trail running, hiking, 

walking, and snowshoeing in the Rutland 

region.
Millstone Trails, 

Websterville

The Millstone Trails are a network of 

multi-use trails traversing the historic 

quarry lands of Millstone Hill. The trails 

wind through northern hardwood and 

coniferous forests and along exposed 

granite spines.

The 200-acre Hubbard Park includes 

more than 7 miles of hiking, two picnic 

shelters, numerous picnic areas, a soccer 

and ballfield, a small pond, a sledding 

hill (for winter, obviously), and a 54-foot 

stone observation tower.

In addition to the town forests, 

numerous family friendly trails are 

accessible on the Long Trail and 

Appalachian Trail, as well as at the 

various state parks.

Thundering Brook Falls 

Trail, Killington

The Thundering Brook Falls Trail 

to Thundering Falls is a very easy, all-

PETER COBB PHOTOS

Family friendly

HIKING AROUND 

VERMONT
Peacham Bog

Thundering Book Falls

Pine Hill Park in Rutland

Thundering Brook Falls Trail

THEATER

By Peter Cobb

C
ircus Smirkus, Vermont’s 
home-grown circus, opens 
its 36th season July 1 in 
Greensboro and includes stops 

in Waterbury (July 4-6); Milton, (July 11-
12); Rutland, (July 15-16); and Hanover, 
New Hampshire (July 18-19); and closes 
back in Greensboro on Aug. 18-19.

Th ere also will be several shows 
throughout New England.

Th is year’s tour continues the tradition 
of Smirkus’ annual theme-based 
shows with the 2023 Big Top Tour: “A 
Midsummer Night’s Circus” an acrobatic 
adaptation of Shakespeare’s play “A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream.” Th e show 
features an array of circus arts, including: 
aerials, acrobatics, juggling, clowning, a 
dazzling display of brilliant costumes and 
more.

“Circus Smirkus brings magic and 
mayhem, love and chaos to the big 
top. A cast of 30 talented youth get 
entangled in the dream-like woods where 
sprites contort in the trees and fairies 
fl y through the air,” said Genevieve 
Martineau, Smirkus’ marketing director.

Th is season is the fi rst year for Top 
Show Director Stephanie Abrams. An 
award-winning mime and director in 
the theater and circus arts, Abrams 

has written and directed more than 
25 original productions and served as 
artistic director for many others.

“I am honored to be working with 
Circus Smirkus and excited to create an 
inclusive and theatrical experience that is 
contemporary, cohesive, and showcases 
all of the troupers’ talents. As a director, 
I always strive to create the best show 
possible and ensure that the cast, artistic 
team, technical team, and audiences 
all have an incredible and memorable 
experience,” she said.

Circus Smirkus is the only traveling, 
tented youth circus in the United States.

Th e Circus Smirkus caravan includes 

Circus Smirkus 
FOR THE SUMMERTIME WIN

PROVIDED PHOTOS
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TOURISM

BRING ROADMAPS

The Gormly family takes on the 251 Club

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY ALLISON GORMLY

Will, Winnie and Allison Gormly pose in front of the Brownsville 

Butcher’s sign in Brownsville, Vermont. The Brownsville Butcher 

has been one of the family’s favorite places to stop, especially to 

try some of the unique creamee flavors!
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ARTS

By Peter Cobb

W
hen I was a kid in the 1960s, during school recess 
my friends and I oft en would huddle in the 
shadow of the school building to read comics. 
When the teachers found us, they’d tell us to 

stop reading: Comics were for lowlifes and losers.
Sixty-plus years later, comics are no longer read in shadows. 

Movies based on comic book characters dominate the box offi  ce 
(former U.S. senator Patrick Leahy, a Batman fan, has appeared 
in several of them); comicons (conventions) are attended by 
thousands of people, including A-list celebrities dressed in 
costumes (cosplay); and comics and graphic novels are written 
as much for adults as for children.

Th e Center for Cartoon Studies, based in White River 
Junction, has been a leader in the move from the shadows to 
credibility for the past 18 years. Established in 2005, CCS is 
a nonprofi t, degree-granting college. CCS programs include 
a two-year Master of Fine Arts degree, one- and two-year 
certifi cates in cartooning, and workshops that center on the 
creation and dissemination of comics, graphic novels and other 
visual narratives.

“CCS’s goal is to continue to attract and nurture young 
cartooning talent while continuing to contribute to the cultural 
and economic well-being of Vermont,” said operations manager 
Dave Lloyd.

In its early years, CCS off ered just certifi cates, but later 
was approved by the Vermont Agency of Education to 
award master’s degrees. To get a master’s degree, however, 
undergraduates need to earn a bachelor’s degree.

“CCS accepts students at vastly diff erent stages of their 
cartooning journey. Some have already built a readership, 
while others have more inspiration than experience. We’ve had 
students from Alaska, California, Texas, New England, India, 
Ireland, Italy, Malaysia. We’ve had certifi cate students as young 
as 18 and MFA students as old as 63,” Lloyd said.

CCS alumni have published bestselling books, work as editors 
and designers in the comics industry, teach at institutions 
nationwide, and have received major industry awards, he said.

MAKING MAKING 
COMICSCOMICS
into a living at 
the Center for 

Cartoon Studies

ABE OLSON PHOTOS
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By Janelle Faignant

‘T
hink outside the box and create 

something amazing” could be 

her motto, and Karen Wurster 

is bringing that philosophy and 

her contagious enthusiasm for the arts to the 

many classes she’s teaching at the Chaff ee 

Art Center in Rutland this summer.

“Th at’s one I’m really excited about,” she 

says aft er explaining each one. You can hear 

the excitement in her voice.

With everything from a Mexican cooking 

camp to building a robot and drawing 

in the park, there’s a variety of camps 

at the Chaff ee this summer and a lot of 

opportunity for kids to discover what they 

love.
Many are geared for ages 6 to 12, in 

addition to adult classes that include a free 

ukulele group on Th ursdays, fi gure drawing 

with a live model, a monthly book group, a 

watercolor class and more.

“It’s all about the arts,” said Executive 

Director Sherri Birkheimer Rooker. “So we 

(have) theater, music, cooking, gardening, so 

somebody could do something diff erent and 

see what they really enjoy.”

“We always have a clay camp,” she 

said, adding that each year she talks with 

instructors to come up with new ideas and 

bring back camps that have been popular.

“Karen’s doing a lot of them (this year),” 

she said. “She has a long history with the 

Chaff ee and loves (it).”

More than 100 kids sign up every summer 

and parents have the option to sign them up 

for a morning camp and an aft ernoon camp 

to make it a full day for the kids.

“Some people are working all day and they 

want their kids to be able to experience the 

whole week but they can’t keep coming and 

getting them,” Birkheimer Rooker said.

In between and during camps, the 

gallery also will have other events like a 

pet expo, a garden party with the Audubon 

Society, as well as exhibits inside the 

mansion, including art by locally tied and 

internationally known artists Peter Wallis 

and Fran Bull.

“Th ey’re so talented and I think 

the community will really like them,” 

Birkheimer Rooker said.

In the camps, Wurster says it’s important 

for parents to know that kids will be in a safe 

place where they can let their guards down 

and have fun getting creative. She gave a 

preview of some of them.

Th e Art of Science runs from June 26-30 

for ages 6-12 and off ers paper mâché, wire 

wrapping art, and paper making. “We’re 

going to see how diff erent materials react to 

other materials, (with things like) alcohol 

ink and shaving cream,” Wurster said. “It’s 

using diff erent elements and seeing what we 

can create.”
In Robots! Robots! Robots! (Aug. 7-11) 

kids ages 6-12 will build a robot from 

recycled materials, so Wurster saved things 

like water jugs, pine cones and paper towel 

rolls to create a female robot watering the 

gardens.
“I love sculpting,” she said. “I do a lot of 

painting and sculpting with all diff erent 

mediums,” including a series of bronze cats 

she made.
All About the Arts is a weekly class, free 

for ages 3 to 5. Activities range from art to 

music to literature, and one free book per 

student will be given weekly while supplies 

last, thanks to a partnership with Rutland 

Free Library.

Th ere’s a mural camp where kids can go 

big and see their art on a local wall, and a 

kids Ukulele & Singing class the fi rst week 

of July with instructor Helen Gassenheimer 

from Green Mountain Music.

Musical Th eater (July 31-Aug. 4) is a 

full-day camp for ages 6-12, where kids 

can explore the world of theater through a 

musical lens to create characters and hone 

performance skills. Th is camp ends with a 

performance for friends and family.

In Drawing Our World (Aug.14-18), 

kids can create books, butterfl ies, sketch 

ART

THE CHAFFEE creates 

a space for kids this summer
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By Paul Heller

N ineteenth-century accounts of boating on Vermont rivers are rare. Despite the fact that Henry David Th oreau’s “A 
Week on the Concord and Merrimack 
Rivers” was published in 1849, it seems 
that the notion of navigating a river as 
a recreational activity in northern New 
England (and especially Vermont) was 
not common until aft er the Civil War.Henry L. Hartt’s “Down the Winooski,” published in the Montpelier 

Argus in June 1877, may be the fi rst such Vermont narrative. What makes it even more compelling is his sojourn’s 
heartbreaking culmination at Lake Champlain.

Th e Winooski River is a storied waterway, named by its indigenous inhabitants and mentioned by Samuel 
de Champlain in the account of his 1609 
visit to the lake that bears his name. Its headwaters originate in the town of Cabot in the foothills of the Green Mountains, and it makes its way through 

Montpelier following the river basin to 
Lake Champlain.Its fertile fl ood plain attracted settlement throughout the entire valley.Hartt was a native of New Orleans. Orphaned at an early age, he had spent 

much of his life in the North, eventually 
following his sister and brother-in-law to 
Montpelier, where he hoped to establish 
himself as a journalist. Th e Argus noted 
“he was exceedingly fond of fi shing and boating and had been accustomed 

for years to passing much of his time on the water.” He had developed some 
boating skills on Michigan lakes and on 
the Mississippi, but those experiences paled in comparison to his days on the 

Winooski, “drift ing with the current 

down this beautiful valley.” His friends 
described the young man’s ambition to be 
a newspaper reporter, and he had started 
writing “political and descriptive articles” 
for Th e Argus and Patriot. He may have 
perceived his narrative of a voyage on the 
Winooski as the opening salvo of a career 
as a travel writer.One can only speculate on the nature 

of Hartt’s skiff , which he named Le Rodeur. Th e 23-year-old translated this 
from the French as “Th e Rambler.” He 
describes “a boat eleven feet in length by 
two in width, put together with screws — 
the better to endure the hard knocks on 
rapids.” It was painted black with a white 
stripe and the name painted on the side.For propelling the craft , Hartt mentions using a pole, occasionally oars, 

and, approaching Lake Champlain where 
“the Winooski is about two hundred yards across at the mouth … I got out my sails, and, with ‘a short leg and a long 

one,’ managed to run outside and along 

the shore towards Burlington.”He was describing a gaff -rigged sail which employs a spar as well as a mast. It 
would be challenging to “step the mast” 
in such a narrow craft .Aft er four days on the river, he mailed 

his travelogue to the Argus, and it was 
published on June 27, 1877, under the headline “Down the Winooski.”Hartt left  Montpelier at 10 a.m. on June 

11, following the current and navigating 
his slender craft  with just a stout pole. 
“Th e fi rst bit of excitement in store for 
me was a young mink running along the brink and carrying what appeared 

to be a dead rat.” Half-way to Middlesex, 
he encountered a dangerous waterfall but using ropes was able to “line” the craft  through pools on one side of the river. Floating leisurely downstream, he 

reached Middlesex about 4:40 p.m. and 
arranged for a horse and wagon to carry 
his boat and kit around a mile-long series 
of steep rapids. He drift ed two and a half 

HENRY HARTT DRIFTS AWAY

HISTORY

Pick up your copy today at 
popular distribution locations 
around Washington County!

Check it out online at
www.timesargus.com/explore

WE OFFER A VARIETY OF MARINE PRODUCTS AND WE OFFER A VARIETY OF MARINE PRODUCTS AND 
OUR SELECTION IS SECOND TO NONE!OUR SELECTION IS SECOND TO NONE!

Boats  • Trailers  • Boat Docks/Lifts  • Used Snowmobiles • Used ATV’s and side by sidesBoats  • Trailers  • Boat Docks/Lifts  • Used Snowmobiles • Used ATV’s and side by sides

795 VT Rte 14 South • East Montpelier, VT

802-476-3101
MON - FRI: 8-5  SAT: 8-4  SUN: CLOSED

Call or Stop In — We’re always ready to serve you!
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Burnett Scrap Metals

ROAD WARRIORS

DAVID WILDER III - 18

NATE BRIEN - 16

JENN GARRETT - 23

NEAL FOSTER - 19VT

BRODY FRAZIER - 17

TYLER WHEATLEY - 31
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MON - THU: 7AM – 5:30PM  FRI: 7AM–4PM

24 Hour Spill Response Number  
(877) 94-SPILL

Big Al’s 
Photos

www.BigAlsPhotos.Smugmug.com

The official Thunder Road & Bear Ridge 
Speedway Track Photographer.

Photos from over 40 different tracks 
from the ‘80’s to now!
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BRAYDEN MURPHY - 33

JASON KIRBY - 71

NICK COPPING - 50

ANDERSON BOYD - 43

KEEGAN TABOR - 74

DAN GARRETT - 54

SEAN MCCARTHY - 86

802-476-5591 • 800-649-8932
PO Box 948 • 17 West Second Street, Barre, VT

  A local family business offering professional 
roofi ng and supplies to our neighbors. Fully li-
censed and insured. All contracted roofs carry 

a full warranty on both product and instillation.  
When your in the market for a roof or upgrading 
your existing cover, give us a call.  We'll work with 
you to get the right product to fi t your design and 
budget.

  For the contractors and DIY homeowners we offer 
a metal roofi ng Cut and Drop service.  Creating 
metal roofi ng panels from coil stock on your job 
site and deliver all matching metal fabrications per 
your order.

• Roofi ng • Custom 
Architectural Sheet Metal

• Cut and Drop • Snow 
Guard Installation
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CreativeOutbursts.SmugMug.com

Sports
Portraits

Landscapes
Abstracts

Custom Photo Gifts

Photographer
Buzz Fisher

CreativeOutbursts.SmugMug.com

Sports
Portraits

Landscapes
Abstracts

Custom Photo Gifts

Photographer
Buzz Fisher

 

 

 

 

Packard Fuels is a locally owned company. 
We live here, we care about our community, 
and we are available to you 24 hours a day, 

365 days a year. 
 

 
352 Packard Road, East Montpelier, Vermont 

Residential & 
Commercial

OIL & DIESEL
Delivery

802.262.FUEL (3835)
Packardfuels.com

352 Packard Road,

East Montpelier, Vermont

Packard Fuels is 
a locally owned 

company.
We live here,

we care about our 
community,

and we are available 
to you 24 hours a day,

365 days a year.

27 SMITH STREET  •  BARRE VT 05641

Bruce Rancourt, Owner     capitalconcrete@gmail.com
8 DIVISION ST • BARRE VT 05641

• Grinding
• Polishing
• Epoxy

CALL TODAY 802-595-6224!

CALL TODAY 802-272-3048!

• Coatings
• Cutting & Coring
• Garage Floors 

• Crack Repair
• Waterproofing 
• Decorative
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RYAN SAYERS - 94

FRED FLEURY - 99TAYLOR SAYERS - 95

FRANK PUTNEY - 88

GET A LOAD OF USGET A LOAD OF USGET A LOAD OF US

8 0 2 - 4 9 6 - 5 9 6 4  •  W A I T S F I E L D ,  V T 
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OPEN 
TUE-FRI 4-9PM
SAT 12-9

59 PARKER RD 
DANVILLE, VT 

05828
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REMAINING 2023 THUNDER ROAD SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

9	 ■ Thursday July 6 ■ 7:00pm 
	 Times Argus Midseason Championships – Double Points, Extra Distance 	 LM, FT, SS, RW 
	 Double points plus double purse courtesy of FloRacing

10	 ■ Thursday July 13 ■ 6:30pm 
	 44th Vermont Governor’s Cup presented by the Vermont Liquor & Lottery	 LM, FT, SS

	 ■ Thursday July 20 ■ 7:00pm 
	 Superstar Racing Experience and All-Star Late Model Showdown 	 SRX, LM

 11 	 ■ Thursday July 27 ■ 7:00pm 
	 WDEV Radio / Calkin Portable Toilets – World Famous Port-a-Potty Grand Prix! 	 LM, FT, SS, RW

12 	 ■ Thursday August 3 ■ 7:00pm 
	 Cody Chevrolet/Cadillac Night – Myers Triple Crown Series #3 (100 laps) 	 LM, FT, SS, RW

13 	 ■ Sunday August 6 ■ 6:00pm 
	 39th Bolduc Metal Recycling Enduro 200 + Street Stock Special (SS Triple Crown #1) 	 SS

14 	 ■ Thursday August 10 ■ 7:00pm 
	 5th Annual Road Warrior Challenge presented by Nolato GW, Inc + SS Triple Crown #2 	 LM, FT, SS, RW

15 	 ■ Saturday August 12 ■ 7:00pm 
	 Super Saturday feat. Street Stock Triple Crown Championship and 350 SMAC Tour!	  LM, FT, SS, RW, SMAC

 16 	 ■ Thursday August 17 ■ 7:00pm 
	 Vermont Tire & Service Night	 LM, FT, SS, RW 
	 Double purse courtesy of FloRacing – Kid’s Poster Contest

 17 	 ■ Thursday August 24 ■ 7:00pm 
	 Jet Service Envelope/Accura Printing Night – Run-What-U-Brung 	 LM, FT, SS, RW

 18 	 ■ Sunday Sept. 3 ■ 1:00pm 
	 45th Labor Day Classic 200 presented by New England Federal Credit Union 	 ACT, FT, SS, RW

19 	 ■ Friday Sept. 8 ■ 7:00pm 
	 Championship Night (all divisions) presented by Lenny’s Shoe & Apparel 	 LM, FT, SS, RW

20 	 ■ Saturday Sept. 30 ■ 1:00pm 
	 Booth Bros/H.P. Hood Milk Bowl Qualifying Day/PASS Super Late Models 	 LM, FT, SS, PASS

21 	 ■ Sunday Oct. 1 ■ 12:15pm 
	 61st Vermont Milk Bowl presented by Northfield Savings Bank	  LM, FT, SS, RW

Schedule Subject to Change

LM = Maplewood/Irving Late Models ACT = American-Canadian Tour R&R = R&R V-8 Street Stocks 
FT = Lenny’s Shoe & Apparel Flying Tigers MMTTS = Monaco Modified Tri-Track Series MODS = PASS Modifieds 

SS = rk Miles Street Stocks SLM = PASS Super Late Models NESS = New England Super Modified Series 
RW = Burnett Scrap Metal Road Warriors NEAR = New England Antique Racers SMAC = 350 Super Modified Atlantic Charter (SMAC)
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CREATING CUSTOMERS FOR LIFE

OUR SERVICES
INSPECT. REPAIR. INSPECT. REPAIR. 
RESOLVE. RETURN.RESOLVE. RETURN.
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AutosaverGroup.com
Shop over 1,000 new and used vehicles online, any time at


