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Wayside Restaurant Welcomes You!
Located on the Barre-Montpelier Road Since 1918 

SAFE, SOCIALLY
DISTANCED DINING

(Masks Are Optional)
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~ Tacos
~ Enchiladas
~ Enfrijoladas
~ Tamales
~ Chimichangas

~ Burritos
~ Molletes
~ Picadas
& More!

 BERLIN:           Thomas Farm & Garden

OUR MENU

AND NOW 
WE DELIVER!
Order 

Online! 
~ Tacos
~ Enchiladas
~ Enfrijoladas

~ Tamales
~ Chimichangas
~ Burritos

~ Molletes
~ Picadas
& More!

MEXICAN BEER AND SODAS

535 US Rt. 302-Berlin (formerly Legares), Barre
108 State Street, Montpelier 

802-622-0453 
arandas-mexican-cuisine.square.site

Berlin: Sun.-Thurs. 11-7; Fri. & Sat. 11-8
Montpelier: Open Everday 7-7

NOW  2  LOCATIONS

MONTPELIER: 108 State Street

OUR NEW MONTPELIER
LOCATION HAS THE SAME MENU
Plus “To-Go” Choices!

It’s also a CONVENIENCE STORE
and GASOLINE SALES

MONTPELIER

STORE
NOW

RE-OPENED
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535 US Route 302, Berlin
Same building as Thomas Farm & Garden

Sun-Mon-Wed-Thur 11am-7pm, 
Tue Closed, Fri-Sat 11am-8pm

108 State Street, Montpelier
Now serving breakfast starting  
at 7am Mon-Fri, Sat-Sun at 9am

802-622-0453
www.arandasmexicancuisine.com
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and GASOLINE SALES
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COFFEE
BARRE
CAFE

Coffee! Espresso! Donuts!Coffee! Espresso! Donuts!
Open Mon.-Fri. 7 am - 3 pm    Sat. 7 am - 12 pmOpen Mon.-Fri. 7 am - 3 pm    Sat. 7 am - 12 pm

17 Ayers Street      Barre, VT 0564117 Ayers Street      Barre, VT 05641

802
COFFEECOFFEE
BARRE 
CAFE

Now Open in Barre

Coffee! Espresso!
Donuts!

Open Mon.-Fri. 7 am - 3 pm  Sat. 7 am - 12 pm
17 Ayers Street     Barre, VT 05641
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Middlesex, VTthelocalvt.com 802-613-3794 @thelocalvt

At The Local, you can pick any bottle off the shelf knowing that it will 
taste great & that it was created with purpose by people who value their 

craft! And our team is always ready to assist if you would like help
selecting your next favorite bottle! We have worked so hard to create a 

space where everyone, no matter where they are on their wine & beer 
journey, can walk out with something they’ll love!

Free Tastings Every Friday From 4:30-6:30pm!

WE ARE 
COMING 

BACK
FOLLOW US ON 

SOCIAL FOR UPDATES

27 STATE STREET, MONTPELIER, VT
CAPITOLGROUNDS.COM • 802.223.7800



CORN 
MAZES
 are an autumn 

adventure

PHOTO BY JANELLE FAIGNANT

The tractor pull at Hathaway Farm.

By Janelle Faignant

‘A ttention! You are about to enter the 
2nd half of the Big Maze” reads the 
sign at the Hathaway Farm & Corn 

Maze in Rutland Town. “Please be advised 
there are no early exits. Generally speaking, 
people fi nd this half more challenging, it’s 
a good idea to have provisions with you 
… especially water. How long does the 
2nd half take you to complete, you ask? 
Could be a half hour. Could be 3 days!”

Oh, dear. It’s my fi rst time in a corn maze, 
on a beautiful September day with a sky of 
full sun, and I have an apple crisp latte in 
hand, ready to tackle the maze which I’m told 
usually takes about two hours to get through.

Th e fi rst half was a breeze, wandering 
through narrow, funhouse-like hallways of 
green stalks, answering the trivia questions 
mounted along the way to help you through. 
You can choose from answers A, B or C, 
and the paths are marked A, B or C. Th e 
right answer moves you forward in the 
maze, the wrong answers dead end.

But now we are at the second half, where 
there are no more trivia questions, the dead 
ends are more frequent, the hills are hillier, 
and it’s pretty steamy in the corn maze. 
Th ankfully, there’s a big sit down area with 
Adirondack chairs where you can stop 
and take a rest and get your bearings. I’m 
told there’s a snack bar somewhere in the 
maze but we haven’t made it that far yet.

If you’ve never been to one, it’s a fun way 
to spend a fall day. Corn mazes became 
popular in the early 1990s and two diff erent 
people are credited for creating them. Th e 
fi rst is Earl Beal, for the fi rst full-size corn 
maze in Annville, Pennsylvania, in 1993, 
inspired by his father’s work designing 
mazes for Knoebels Amusement Park. Th e 
second, Don Frantz and Adrian Fisher, 
who are said to have built the fi rst corn 
maze that same year in the United States.

It’s also said that they originally started in 
the United Kingdom, where they’re known as 
maize mazes. But in the U.S. they have become 
popular attractions and a great way for farms 
to generate tourist income. As they’ve evolved 
over the years they’ve gotten more creative 
— some tell stories, many have a theme, 
and you’re not really in danger of getting 
too lost with a QR code and GPS to guide 
you through on your phone if you need it.

Heather Ruelke, 53, of Center Rutland, 
has been visiting corn mazes every year 
for the last 15 years with her husband 
around their anniversary in October.

OUTDOOR
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PROVIDED PHOTO

An aerial view of Gaines Farm corn 
maze in Guilford, VT.

“Th e fi rst one I went to was the 
Danville one,” she said. Th is was over 
a decade ago, and getting through 
the mazes was diff erent then.

“Th e one at Hathaway’s, when we fi rst 
went through, didn’t have (QR) codes,” 
Ruelke said. “Th ey have those now but they 
didn’t have them back then. But I usually 
buy a postcard so I’m actually looking 
at the maze as I’m going through it.”

Th is year Hathaway’s theme is its 
20th Anniversary and the maze was 
cut to spell out “Celebrating 20 years 
of Amazing Maze.” Th ey also have a 
barn with farm animals you can visit, 
including a very friendly goat, a shy sheep, 
and a mama and baby cow. A tractor 
pull runs every hour or so and there are 
usually families just outside the start of 
the maze having snacks under a tent.

It started as a small 3-acre maze at the 
farm at 741 Prospect Hill Road in Rutland 
Town, with the giant 1881 emblazoned 
in the roof of the barn. Today the 12-acre 
maze has several bridges and a snack shack 
inside and draws thousands of visitors 
every year, marked with a wide smattering 
of push pins on a map in the barn.

“Nobody’s told me under two hours,” 
Irene Hathaway said about how long 
it can take to get through the entire 
maze. “It can be three. It depends.”

“I usually run out of steam at the 
two-hour point,” Ruelke said. “It’s 
built on a hill so you have to know that 
going in, this is going to be a hike.”

Find more info at hathawayfarm.com.
Sam Mazza’s three-mile corn maze in 

Colchester at 277 Lavigne Road opened 
Sept. 8 and runs through Halloween. It 
has a new path design every year, cut by 
MazePlay, a design and GPS consultant 
fi rm from Idaho. An employee at Mazza’s 
said this year’s theme is dinosaurs.

Find more info at sammazzafarms.com.
Th e Great Vermont Corn Maze in 

Danville is actually the largest maze 
in New England. Located on a fi ft h-
generation family farm at 1404 Wheelock 
Road in Danville, the maze covers 24 
acres of “corn-fusion” with bridges, and 
an underground tunnel in a two-to-three 
hour hike lined with 10-foot walls of corn.

An emergency exit trail covers most of 
the maze, which gives visitors a chance 
to take a break, grab a snack or use the 
restrooms without having to start over 
from the beginning. Th ere are also a lot 
of other family-friendly activities to do, 
including Barnyard Golf, the Scenic Maze 
— a 45-minute walk through the cornfi eld, 
using directions and special trails, and the 
Hidenseek Maze, a new indoor addition.

Find more info at 
vermontcornmaze.com.

Percy Farm Corn Maze in Stowe has 
been open since the last week in July. 
“We try to stay open to the second or 
third week of October,” Lee Percy said.

Th ere’s no theme to the maze, but 
Percy said, “My husband is an old 
Vermonter who gets on (the tractor) and 
just does his thing. He cuts it diff erently 
every year, he never cuts it the same 
way, he just makes it up as he goes.”

Th ey also have goats and baby calves 
that visitors can feed, and they allow 
dogs on a leash. Th e website answers 
frequently asked questions such as 
what to wear — “Dress appropriately 
for the weather and wear good, 
comfortable walking shoes” —  and 
insect repellent is always recommended.

Find more info at percyfarm.com.
Kingdom Corn Maze & Pumpkin 

Patch at Simpson Farm, located at 1350 
Burke Road in Sutton in the Northeast 
Kingdom, also has sunfl ower picking, 
food trucks, face painting and pumpkin 
picking. Th e farm covers more than 20 
acres with three diff erent corn mazes, 
including a mountain biking corn maze.

Find more info at 
kingdomcornmaze.com.

An online review of Gaines Farm at 
6343 Calvin Coolidge Memorial Highway 
in Guilford said, “So much to do and 
much more aff ordable and fun than 
other local corn mazes. Th e food was 
surprisingly delicious and quick to order.”

In general, prices range from $8 to 
$20 and they all recommend bringing 
water and sturdy, comfortable shoes 
that you don’t mind getting a little 
dirty. Ruelke, who has visited mazes 
all over New England, said, “We’ve 
(also) gone at night, which is really fun. 
(Th ey have) light up glow sticks.”

“(Th ey’re) really nice because it’s 
outside, and if you just want to go for 
a quiet hike you can also do that,” she 
added. “If there’s not a lot of people 
there it’s quite pleasant because the 
breeze going through the corn rattles 
it and there’s birds in there and you 
can see diff erent plants and fl owers. 
It’s one of my favorite things to do. I 
would do them all year but we only get 
them in the fall so it’s a fun fall thing.”

PROVIDED PHOTO

Sam Mazza’s corn maze.
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June 11 First Weekly Opener  - 3-racing divisions plus New England Antique Racers - Scout Night Post Time 7pm
June 17 Casella Resources Solution Night - 4 racing divisions plus Kids Rids (4:00 - 4:40) Post Time 7pm
June 24 Community College of Vermont Night - 4 racing divisions plus  M. Johnson memorial race Post Time 7pm
July   1 Preston’s KIA Independence Day “FIREWORKS”  Spectacular Post Time  7pm
July   8 Regular Weekly Event - 4 racing divisions with Round #2 of Myers Container Triple Crown Post Time  7pm
July 15 42nd Vermont Governor’s Cup 150 presented by Essex Equipment Post Time  7pm
July 22 Times Argus  Midseason Championships - 4 racing divisions - Driver Autograph Session Post Time  7pm
July 29 WDEV Radio/ Calkins Portable Toilets - 4 racing divisions plus Porta-Potty Grand Prix Post Time  7pm
Aug  1 37th Bolduc Metal Recycling Enduro 200 & Street Stock Special Post Time  6pm
Aug  5 Cody Chevrolet Night - 3 racing divisions with Round #3 of Myers Container Triple Crown Post Time  7pm
Aug  12 NorthCountry FCU Night with the 3rd Annual Road Warrior Challenge Post Time  7pm
Aug  19 Vermont Tire  & Service Night - 4 racing divisions plus Kid’s Poster Contest Post Time  7pm
Aug  26 Jet Service / Accura Printing Night - 4 racing divisions plus RRUUNN WWHHAATT UU BBRRUUNNGG Post Time  7pm
          
61 years of the regions ‘best damn’ stock car racing    Visit website for current information or call 802-244-6963

June 11 First Weekly Opener  - 3-racing divisions plus New England Antique Racers - Scout Night  Post Time 7pm 
June 17 Casella Resources Solution Night - 4 racing divisions plus Kids Rids (4:00 - 4:40)  Post Time 7pm 
June 24 Community College of Vermont Night - 4 racing divisions plus  M. Johnson memorial race Post Time 7pm 
July   1 Preston’s KIA Independence Day “FIREWORKS”  Spectacular     Post Time  7pm 
July   8 Regular Weekly Event - 4 racing divisions with Round #2 of Myers Container Triple Crown  Post Time  7pm 
July 15 42nd Vermont Governor’s Cup 150 presented by Essex Equipment    Post Time  7pm 
July 22 Times Argus  Midseason Championships - 4 racing divisions - Driver Autograph Session  Post Time  7pm 
July 29 WDEV Radio/ Calkins Portable Toilets - 4 racing divisions plus Porta-Potty Grand Prix  Post Time  7pm 
Aug  1 37th Bolduc Metal Recycling Enduro 200 & Street Stock Special    Post Time  6pm 
Aug  5 Cody Chevrolet Night - 3 racing divisions with Round #3 of Myers Container Triple Crown Post Time  7pm 
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Aug  19 Vermont Tire  & Service Night - 4 racing divisions plus Kid’s Poster Contest   Post Time  7pm 
Aug  26  Jet Service / Accura Printing Night - 4 racing divisions plus RRUUNN  WWHHAATT  UU  BBRRUUNNGG  Post Time  7pm 
           
 61 years of the regions ‘best damn’ stock car racing    Visit website for current information or call 802-244-6963 

Photos Courtesy of Buzz Fisher Photgraphs, creativeoutbursts.comPhotos Courtesy of Buzz Fisher Photgraphs, creativeoutbursts.com

SATURDAY - SEPTEMBER 30TH

Booth Bros/H.P. Hood Milk Bowl Qualifying Day/PASS Super Late Models        Post Time 1:00pm

SUNDAY - OCTOBER 1ST    
61st Vermont Milk Bowl presented by Northfi eld Savings Bank                    Post Time 12:15pm

2024 SEASON PASSES 
Never miss a minute of the action next year 

with a 2024 season pass!

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE
Give the gift of fun and excitement! Enjoy the fun 

next year with friends or loved ones!

2023 SEASON SCHEDULE

124 NORTH MAIN ST.
BARRE, VT 05641

(802) 476-4031

richardjwobbyjewelers.com
JJJJJJ

Quality Gifts for EvEry occasion

Sally’s Second Act  
Thrift Shop  

961 US Rt 2 • Middlesex, VT

 new & used clothing,  
housewares, crystals,  

Vt art, & more! 
For more info please call  

802-223-1233 or  
email sallys2ndact@pshift.com

STORE HOURS ARE  
Wednesday - Friday 10-5:30  

and Saturday 10-5



By Peter Cobb

T
he ECHO Leahy Center for Lake 
Champlain in Burlington is set for 
a very busy fall and winter.

In addition to the standard 100 
interactive family experiences, and 70 live 
species of fi sh, reptiles and amphibians, 
special events include an exhibit inspired 
by Mister Rogers and another inspired by 
NASA.

ECHO currently welcomes more 
than 167,000 visitors annually into its 
34,500-square foot, award-winning 
LEED-certifi ed (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) facility.

In the last few years, ECHO has opened 
two permanent and highly interactive 
science exhibits, Awesome Forces and 
Engineer It. In these spaces, visitors tackle 
daily engineering challenges at the center’s 
tinkering bench and test zones, as well as 
discovering the processes that have shaped 
the Lake Champlain Basin and the Earth.

People Make Th ings: Inspired by the 

ECHO 
GETS RIGHT INTO 
LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Photos courtesy of ECHO.

MUSEUM
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Mister Rogers' Factory Tours, will 
run through Jan. 7, 2024. In this 
exhibit, visitors watch Fred Rogers visit 
real manufacturing factories in vintage 
pictures and videos from the original 
"Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood" series. 
Hands-on activities include: cutting 
wax using different sculpting tools, and 
experience three-dimensional cutting 
by hand; deforming a wire by taking 
a straight wire into a spring shape by 
winding it around the metal shaft; 
molding spoons using real melted wax 
and assemble a trolley; and testing 
skills on the testing track.

“Every object in our world has a story 
of how it is made. How People Make 
Things tells that story by bringing the 
manufacturing experience to life and 
showing you the ways in which familiar 
childhood objects are made,” said 
Nicole Bova, ECHO's interim director 
of development.

Animal demos are held twice a day 
(11 a.m. and 2 p.m.), and 3D science 
and nature films are featured in the 
Northfield Savings Bank Theater.

Mission Aerospace is set to open 
Jan. 20. The exhibit, which will 
be open into May, will include 
experiments with thrust, lift and 
gyroscopes. “Visitors will explore 
the history of flight, navigation, and 
NASA in this immersive maze-themed 
exhibit,” Bova said.

Vermont Public Kids Day: Meet 
Daniel Tiger Saturday will be held Oct. 

7, from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. “We’ll have 
fun crafts and activities, a Daniel Tiger 
read along, a chance to win a Daniel 
Tiger’s Neighborhood prize pack and 
bring your camera for an opportunity 
to take photos with Daniel Tiger Read 
along and photos,” Bova said.

Partial Solar Eclipse Viewing with 
ECHO and the University of Vermont 
Society of Physics Students is Saturday, 
Oct. 14. Visitors will safely view the 
partial solar eclipse, which will take 
place from 12:12 to 2:26 p.m. Personal 
eclipse glasses available with admission 
(pay-what-you-can, suggested donation 

of $3 each). Glasses can be reused for 
the Total Solar Eclipse taking place in 
Vermont on April 8, 2024. The exhibit 
is sponsored by Chroma Optics.

Additionally, guests have the option 
of booking a back-of-house animal tour 
and discovering what goes on behind 
the scenes in the world of animal care at 
ECHO. “This is an exciting opportunity 
for visitors to get a personal hands-on 
animal tour and learn about the work 
that goes into maintaining the health 
of the animals and the quality of their 
habitats. With seven different options 
to choose from, guests can pick the tour 
that most suits their interests or do them 
all,” Bova said

ECHO also has opened The 
Tinkering Turtle, at 210 College St., 
Burlington's newest toy store and teddy 
bear design studio. The Tinkering 
Turtle toy store provides a unique 
selection of hands-on STEM toys, 
pretend play games, puzzles, books, 
plush, and signature brands like 
Vermont Teddy Bear, Fat Brain, and 
Melissa & Doug.

“ECHO invites families of all ages to 
come together for hands-on learning. 
For guests not familiar with the 
museum, it generally takes about one to 
two hours to go through the exhibits. 
We aim to make the museum accessible 
to everyone by reducing the financial 
barrier to entry,” Bova said.

For more information: https://www.
echovermont.org.
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75 Main Street - Montpelier

SHOP
home • gifts • boutique

A GRAND RE-OPENING 9/28!

46 South Main Street, Waterbury, VT 
ww.waterburysportsvt.com

Gear and apparel to keep you on the move.

Your source for 

Fall Athletic Gear
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By Peter Cobb

T
wo days rise to the top each year at the Coolidge 
Homestead in Plymouth: Aug. 3, when then-vice 
president (John) Calvin Coolidge took the presidential 
oath of offi  ce in the parlor of the family home from his 

father, John Calvin Coolidge Sr., and July 4, Calvin Coolidge’s 
birthday.

Coolidge is the only president so far born on Independence Day.
Th e Coolidge Homestead, however, is more than just two days 

of celebrations, it’s a walk into the past, almost as if visitors use a 
time machine to get there.

Th e Coolidge site is about the outside environment as much 
as it is about the preserved interiors of the historic buildings. 
“Plymouth Notch is a picture-perfect location. Our guests enjoy 
photography through the changing seasons or else many come 
for plein air painting (open air). Families enjoy playing with our 
croquet set, taking a picnic, and petting the sheep. Wildlife such 

Guide Carl Malikowski in the Coolidge Homestead.

The school room.

PROVIDED PHOTOS

At right, the building where President Calvin Coolidge was born. Left, white 
building, is the back of the general store.

HISTORY

Finding presidential history at the

COOLIDGE 
HOMESTEAD



as turkeys abound, too. Th anks to the 
changing seasons, it’s a wonderful fresh-
air space to explore, especially for younger 
guests,” said Rejoice Scherry, historic sites 
regional administrator for the Vermont 
Division for Historic Preservation.

“For the 2023 season, we introduced a 
working 1913 Victrola phonograph. Th is 
machine is a wonderful way to talk about 
a number of topics in American history of 
the 1920s,” Scherry said.

“We explore the history of recorded 
sound and radio, and the songs that we 
play feature popular culture topics such 
as fl appers, slang or the eff ects of World 
War I. We additionally discuss economics 
of the period because phonographs were 
among the luxury items purchased on 
credit and contributed to fi nancial woes 
at the end of the decade. Our adventurous 
guests enjoy dancing to the tunes in the 
hall above the Cilley Store,” Scherry said.

Th e homestead also this season added 
silent movies on Friday nights in the 
Wilder Barn.

“Th e guests enjoy watching a Buster 
Keaton western while surrounded 
by original wagons and agricultural 
implements that resembled what they 
are seeing on the screen. Feedback from 
the event was very positive, so I plan 
to continue Friday night movies next 
year, too. I think this is a tradition in the 
making,” Scherry said.

Th is summer marked the 100th 
anniversary of Coolidge’s taking the oath 
of offi  ce following the death of President 
Warren G. Harding.

“We don’t normally do events at night, 
so it was a pleasure to see the village lit up 
for our reenactment at 2:47 a.m. on Aug. 
3, the exact centennial of Coolidge’s oath 
of offi  ce. We had café style lights lining 
the street and turned on the interior lights 
of the historic buildings. It was a homey 
atmosphere, and 150 people came despite 
it being a very chilly early morning hour,” 
Scherry said.

Members of the Coolidge family and 
former Vermont governor Jim Douglas, of 
Middlebury, portrayed key characters to 
act out what took place that fateful night 
in 1923. Th e next morning, the homestead 
staff  portrayed Plymouth residents 
reacting to the news and demonstrated 
what life in the village may have looked 
like at that time.

Th e annual Fall Festival, scheduled 

The Wilder Barn.

The wagons inside the Wilder Barn.
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for Oct. 7, will include hayrides, apple 
tastings, cider pressing and craft  
demonstrations.

“With luck, the maples growing 
across the 360-degree hills surrounding 
Plymouth Notch will be at their brightest. 
It’s our way of celebrating the local land 
and people before the snows of winter 
arrive,” Scherry said.

“Visitors enjoy exploring rural Vermont 
life and learning about Coolidge’s 
boyhood, but I want them to also learn 
about what life looked like for average 

Americans in a really pivotal period 
between the world wars,” Scherry said.

Hours of operation are 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. daily. Admission is $12 for adults 
and $4 for children; $30 for families. Th e 
homestead closes for the season Sunday, 
Oct. 22, but does reopen briefl y on 
Saturday Dec. 2 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for 
a free Holiday Open House event.

“We will show off  festive holiday 
greenery, have a tree lighting ceremony, 
invite local artists to show off  their 
creations and demonstrate craft s, and 

host a carol sing in the village church,” 
Scherry said

“Coolidge once said, ‘Not to know 
and appreciate the many excellent 
qualities of our own country constitutes 
an intellectual poverty.’ At the Calvin 
Coolidge State Historic Site, we tell the 
story of the only instance in American 
history when a father had the authority 
to elevate his son into the presidency,” 
Scherry said.

For more: historicsites.vermont.gov/
calvin-coolidge.

The State Historic Site sign. The Plymouth Cheese Factory in the back-
ground is not part of the homestead but part of the draw to the site. 

President Calvin Coolidge Homestead.

President Calvin Coolidge Homestead.

Inside the President Calvin Coolidge Homestead.
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By Peter Cobb

O
perating a vineyard and winery in Vermont isn’t 
for the faint of heart. Just ask Douglas Becker, 
the owner of Montpelier Vineyards, or John 
McCann, owner of North Branch Vineyards, also in 

Montpelier.
Th is season has been especially challenging with a late spring 

frost, too much rain, too little sun and very hungry animals.
McCann, who owns the Montpelier winery, a 5-acre vineyard 

on Portal Road in Middlesex, and a small vineyard in St. 
Johnsbury, with his wife Katherine, a teacher at U-32 Junior 
Senior High School, said the mid-May frost damaged 80% of his 
Middlesex crop and hungry deer damaged an additional 15%.

He said he had hoped to produce several thousand bottles of 
wine this fall from his Middlesex vineyard but probably will 
produce just 400 bottles, forcing him to buy grapes from other 
Vermont vineyards. Th is season would have been his fi rst year 
producing wine from his Portal Road vineyard.

“If the deer fi nd a food source they like, they are very 
determined to get it,” McCann said. One night he counted 35 

MAKING 
WINE, 

VERMONT-STYLE

VINYARD

PHOTOS BY PETER COBB

Top, Douglas Becker, the owner of Montpelier Vineyards. Bottom, grape vines 
at Montpelier Vinyards.



Douglas Becker displays stock from Montpelier Vinyards.

deer munching his grape leaves. Earlier 
this summer, he spent $20,000 on an 
8-foot fence around the perimeter of the 
vineyard, which so far has worked.

Becker’s small vineyard along Route 
12 also was clobbered by the killer frost. 
Th e hungry culprits at his vineyard are 
raccoons who crawl under his electric 
fence and tear through the nylon mesh 
that protects his vines. Th is fall, he plans 
to expand the electric fence so that it runs 
nearly fl ush to the ground and is too high 
for the raccoons to hop over.

“Once they get into the vineyard, they 

have a regular party,” Becker said.
Th e wet ground also hasn’t helped, 

Becker said. In addition, he lost business 
this summer when Yankee Spirits in 
Montpelier, one of the main sellers of his 
wines, closed due to the July fl ooding.

Challenging times are not new to 
Vermont vineyards and wineries.

In 2021, Fresh Tracks Farm Vineyard 
& Winery in Montpelier closed, Boyden 
Valley Winery & Spirits in Cambridge 
ceased production of its wines and ciders 
and shift ed to liqueurs and mulled, spiced 
wine, and Lincoln Peak Vineyard in New 

Haven sold to Shelburne Vineyard.
Despite all the problems, both Becker 

and McCann are convinced Central 
Vermont is a good place to craft  quality 
wines.

“When you taste my Petite Pearl, a 
wonderful red wine, you’ll know why it’s 
worth it,” Becker said.

Becker, who retired from a career 
at New England Culinary Institute in 
Montpelier and the Green Mountain 
Technology and Career Center in Hyde 
Park, runs his micro winery with his 
wife Susan, a nurse educator at Central 

PHOTOS BY PETER COBB

North Branch Vineyards, in Montpelier.
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Vermont Medical Center, and their son Andrew, who is 
expanding the operation in the town of Washington. Andrew 
is in charge of producing mead, an alcoholic beverage made 
by fermenting honey mixed with water, and fruits, spices, 
grains or hops.

Not every year is like this season, Becker said. “2021 was a 
perfect year to grow grapes in Vermont. A warm, dry spring 
and a hot summer led to a record yield,” he said.

The Becker family started making organic wine in 1992 on 
their small backyard vineyard in Port Huron, Michigan.

“The first grapes from those vines were crushed by the feet 
of my infant son Christopher. We moved to Vermont in 1997 
and started establishing an organic vineyard. Our goal is to 
produce small-batch, organically farmed wines by hand. We 
believe that good wine begins in the vineyard, and that with 
healthy soil and vigorous vines we can create spirited wines,” 
Becker said.

McCann said he is hopeful for the future. Next year he 
plans to build a center for weddings and other events and a 
tasting room at the Portal Road vineyard.

Prior to running his Vermont winery, McCann, a native 
Vermonter originally from Brandon, was working as an 
aerospace engineer in Northern California. Land prices in 
California wine country — as high as $1 million an acre — 
made establishing a vineyard and winery there prohibitively 
expensive.

North Branch has been family-owned and operated since 
2007. Frontenac Gris, Frontenac Blanc, Frontenac Noir and 
Marquette grapes are the prime focus at the Middlesex 
vineyard and Saint Croix and Sabervois at the vineyard in St. 
Johnsbury.

McCann said he started the business with grapes purchased 
from the Finger Lakes Region of New York. Today, North 
Branch uses only cold-hardy grapes grown in Vermont, either 
from its own vineyards or purchased from other growers in 
the state. The wine is fermented and bottled in the basement 
of his home on Trillium Hill Road, off Route 12.

For more information about the two wineries, go to www.
northbranchvineyards.com and www.montpeliervineyards.com.

PHOTOS BY PETER COBB

John McCann, owner of North Branch Vineyards.
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By Tom Haley

P ittsford was a very diff erent place in the 1950s. Th e 
town had its own high school and the fans rooted 
passionately for the Pittsford Panthers.

Like so many communities, the town saw Pittsford 
High School’s doors close, yielding to a union school. Th e last 
chapter for those who cheered on the green clad Panthers came 
with the school year of 1960-61.

Pittsford had not had a wealth of success in athletics so that 
fi nal year became magical when the Panthers won the state 
championship in boys basketball in 1961, a midnight hour title 
that became a wonderful slice of Pittsford’s history.

It was a story made for a movie script. Not only did the 
Panthers deliver their fans at state crown in the fi nal chance 
for one, but every member of the starting fi ve had lost a parent 
by the time the season rolled around, either to cancer, a heart 
attack or an accident.

Royal Barnard, a member of that last senior class, said that 
the state championship trophy was discovered in a landfi ll 
about 18 years ago by classmate Ed Wheeler. It was restored and 

sits in the Pittsford Historical Society’s building today.
Th e old high school and the trophy are treasures — memories 

of Pittsford’s past.
Today, Pittsford people root for the Otter Valley Union High 

School athletic teams. Th ey do it with all of that same passion 
that was once bestowed on the Panthers.

Only a short stroll from the old Pittsford High, a monument 
to the town’s past, is another building that will likely become 
the centerpiece of Pittsford’s vibrant future.

Th e Village Farm was purchased by Baird and Betsy 
Morgan in 2017 for preservation. A committee has designs on 
fashioning the 18th-century farmhouse into a multifaceted 
community center.

A big piece of 
the town’s future

PITTSFORD 
VILLAGE FARM

COMMUNITY

PHOTO COURTESY PITTSFORD VILLAGE FARM
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Th e farmhouse, barn and recently 
constructed pavilion have already hosted 
numerous exciting events, but the big 
splash will come later.

“We expect to break ground in the 
spring of 2024,” the project’s Outreach 
Coordinator Samantha Stone said.

Th e $2.8 million plan will include 
a Community Room for meetings, a 
child care center for about 28 infants 
and toddlers, two apartments and a 
commercial café in the 6,000-square-foot 
building.

Th e Community Room will be a small 
gathering space where groups such as 
book clubs can meet. It will include a 
kitchen.

Th e Pittsford Village Farm’s 22 acres 
link to 350 acres of a trail network.

“During the fall, that is our biggest 
asset,” Stone said of the trails.

Th e trails are one of the birding hot 
spots in Vermont.

Stone assumed the title of outreach 
coordinator when it was deemed by the 
all-volunteer board that all aspects of the 
PVF needed to be funneled through one 
person.

Shortly aft er she took over last year, the 
pavilion was built.

Near the pavilion is a sandbox fi lled 
with toys where children can play.

Th e Pittsford Village Farm is a terrifi c 
concert venue, appreciated by performers 

and fans for its bucolic setting.
Proctor-native Caitlin Canty, a singer/

songwriter, who recently moved back 
to Vermont from Nashville, savors the 
memory of performing at Pittsford 
Village Farm.

“We could not have had a more 
perfect night playing with the (Vermont 
Symphony Orchestra) strings at Pittsford 
Village Farm,” Canty said.

She added, “Th e sunset was sublime 
and gave us a new background for each 
song. ... It was so special to play my songs 
on the knoll overlooking the mountains. 
... We spend a lot of aft ernoons there at 
the sandbox with our little one (Arthur.)”

Th e summer concert series are on 
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Tuesdays and is billed as “Tunesdays.”
Another event this past summer was the Artifact Road 

Show where people could bring treasures founds in attics, 
garages or elsewhere to have them appraised by Elly and 
Matt Moriarty, archaeologists at Vermont State University 
Castleton.

There has also been space allotted for Community Gardens, 
and a number of people took advantage of those plots 
managed by Cindy White over the summer.

They also served as a place for workshops, one of which was 
on transplanting perennials.

Otter Valley Union High School students refurbished the 
pathways between the gardens during the school’s Volunteer 
Day.

One nice feature of Pittsford Village Farm is that there is 
plenty of parking on the grounds for large events like the 
concerts. This means that the event will not infringe on space 
elsewhere in the village.

“We never want to be a nuisance or burden to the town,” 
Stone said.

The PVF has also partnered with other organizations, a 
major one being Rutland’s Paramount Theatre. Concerts can 
be moved to that facility in the event of rain.

It has been an active summer at Pittsford Village Farm, 
but the change in seasons does not mean the farm becomes 
dormant.

Far from it. Fall and winter activities will be held on the 
grounds as the anxiously awaited groundbreaking in the 
spring awaits.

Sometime after Thanksgiving, there will be a lighting of a 
Christmas tree constructed from sap buckets.

There is a similar event in Maine that features the lighting 
of a tree made out of lobster traps. Vermont’s perfect answer: 
Maple sap buckets.

“We did it in the snow last year,” Stone said.
Later in the winter, the Village Farm will combine efforts 

with the Pittsford Recreation Department for the Winter 
Carnival.

No need to wait for the tree lighting to experience the 
euphoria one can get at Pittsford Village Farm by walking 
the trails as they explode into nature’s red, yellow, gold and 
orange masterpiece.

81 River Street, Suite 201
Montpelier, VT 05602

www.essentialptp.com
info@essentialptp.com
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By Peter Cobb

H
ildene, the former summer 
home of President Abraham 
Lincoln’s son Robert Todd 
Lincoln and his wife Mary 

Harlan Lincoln, has a new director of 
marketing, a new exhibit and is building 
a new 14,000-square-foot, $5.7 million 
events center in Manchester.

Paul Slater, originally from the United 
Kingdom, is the newly hired director 
of communications and marketing at 
Hildene. Slater, who started in June, has 
an extensive resume in marketing, brand 
development and creative consulting.

Th e Robert Todd Lincoln home, the 
main draw at the site, is furnished with 
furniture and items personal to the 
Lincoln family who lived there from 1905 
to 1975. Th e site also includes a fully 
restored 1903 Pullman railcar, featuring 
the history of the Pullman porters.

Th e newest exhibit at Hildene includes 
items from the life of Peggy Beckwith, 
President Lincoln’s great-granddaughter, 
the last descendant to live at Hildene 

HILDENE 
is a historic trip back in time

Photos courtesy of Hildene.

CULTURE



year-round, from 1935 until her death 
here in 1975.

“She led a productive and eclectic 
life and is fondly remembered by many 
in this community. She was, amongst 
other things, a passionate farmer, and 
is the spiritual catalyst behind our 
farming and agricultural practices at 
Hildene,” Slater said.

When completed, the new building, 
Lincoln Hall, will replace the three-
season tent where weddings and events 
have been held. Scheduled to open in 
May 2024, the facility will add food 
services capability, as well as space for 
educational and community events.

Fall activities at Hildene include 
Sunday wagon rides and tours of the 
farm that features sheep, chickens, 
cows, alpacas and other animals. In 
addition to the variety of animals, 
guests learn about Hildene’s 

regenerative farming practices and 
other measures to enhance and protect 
pollinator habitats.

“We have also added to our line of 
Hildene farm products more varieties 
of goat milk soap, all made with soap, 
fl owers, and herbs on property. For 
example, every year our skeins of yarn 
vary in natural colors, according to 
the shades of fi ber sheered. Guests 
especially love the soft  alpaca-wool-
Angora mix,” Slater said.

Hildene also hosts guided nature 
walks through mid-October.

Some practical advice when visiting 
Hildene.

“Plan as much time as you can to 
tour all our 412 acres to learn about 
history, native plant gardening, food 
production and regenerative farming 
practices. Wear comfortable shoes and 
bring a picnic lunch to enjoy at one of 

our several picnicking areas. And bring 
a camera,” Slater said.

“Th e views are spectacular at any 
time of year, especially during foliage. 
With the Green Mountains on one side 
and the Taconic Range on the other, 
we are always blessed with spectacular 
views of natural beauty at Hildene. 
Our award-winning cheeses, craft ed 
here using milk from our Nubian goat 
herd, change occasionally and guests 
are delighted by the taste and quality,” 
Slater said.

Hildene, located at 1005 Hildene 
Road in Manchester, has been listed 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places since 1978. Th e homesite is open 
Th ursdays through Mondays from 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is free for 
members and children under 6; $23 for 
adults; $6 for youth 6-16.

For more information, visit hildene.org.guests learn about Hildene’s bring a picnic lunch to enjoy at one of For more information, visit hildene.org.
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