
SATURDAY-SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17-18, 2020  DEKALB COUNTY’S OLDEST NEWSPAPER | ONLY $1

TERRELL
CHIROPRACTIC, LLC

256-638-9393

Dr. Terrell & Dr. Parker

OPEN 6 DAYS

DeSoto 
Country Club

256-845-2571

502 Crystal Lake Dr.

Fort Payne

Volume 140, No. 402 • $1.00

66 46
Today is sunny. 

High Low

Today’s WeatherInside
Classified ..................................B1
Comics......................................B4
Deaths ......................................A3
Sports ........................................C1 
Viewpoints ..............................A4

 Edward Harold Johnson 
 Thelma Patterson Kay 
 Diana Vec Sargent 
 Kevin Oscar Diaz 
 Maverine Crowell 
 Alan Dean Arber

 Issiac Sherman Goss 
 Roland Don Williams 

See Page A3 

Funeral Services

Football
coverage
Page C1

SPORTS EXTRAHis Word
“Nevertheless, I will bring 

health and healing to it; I 

will heal my people and will 

let them enjoy abundant 

peace and security.”          

—Jeremiah 33:6

Inside today
Breast and Cervical 

Cancer early detection 
information

See page A7

Think Pink
survivors and remember those who 
have lost their lives to the disease. 

Look for more survivor accounts on 
Page A5 of today’s edition of The 

Times-Journal, as well as letters 
from loved ones of those lost. 

For information on early detec-
tion in Alabama, see Page A7 

and to read testimonials from 
survivors about local treat-
ment, see Page A8.

Hope critical in 
getting past a 
cancer diagnosis 

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

Dawn Osborne 
recently cel-
ebrated six 
years of being 
cancer free. 
The passage 
of time does 
little to fade 
the moment of 
anxiety that she 
experienced when, in 
2014, she performed a 
self-examination of her 

body and felt nodules 
formed beneath the 
skin. 

As scary as it was, 
Osborne said it’s 
critical that people 
perform such self 
checks routinely. 

“I was diag-
nosed with two 
forms of cancer, 
invasive mucinous 
carcinoma and 

ductal carcinoma in 

DeKalb educator said 
self checks are crucial 
for early detection 

See Osborne » Page A9
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Dawn Osborne is celebrating six years of being cancer-free. 

She is the special education director for DeKalb County 

Schools.

A
pproximately 1 in 8 
women (13%) will 
be diagnosed with 
invasive breast 

cancer in their lifetime and 

1 in 39 women (3%) will die 

from breast cancer, according 

to cancer.org. 

Each year, we aim to 

honor local breast cancer 

Finding strength 
through faith 

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

Carrie Atchley began 
her battle with cancer 
on April 17, 2013, after 
being diagnosed with 
Invasive Ductal Carci-
noma at the age of 40. 

“I was diagnosed 
with stage 1 triple-pos-
itive breast cancer,” 
said Atchley. “Triple 
positive breast cancer 
is where two hormones 
fuel cancer, estrogen 
and progesterone, along 
with a protein called 
Her2.”

After performing a 
self-evaluation and 
finding a mass, on Feb. 
2, 2013, she was sent 

for a mammogram and 
a breast ultrasound. 

“I was referred to Dr. 
Steven Isbell. He was 
concerned with the two 
masses and referred us 
to The Kirklin Clinic 
in Birmingham,” said 
Atchley. 

She recalls the first 
news came on March 6, 
the findings stated the 
mass was benign, and 
the doctor wanted to 
perform an MRI biopsy. 

The following month 
Atchley received con-
firmation she indeed 
had cancer. 

“I was numb and in 
shock when the call 

Contributed Photo

Carrie Atchley overcame stage 1 triple-positive breast cancer.  See Atchley » Page A9

Mind over matter
Story by Cinthia Rico

cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

On March 6, 2014, 
Kandi Brown’s cancer 
trials began at 
the young age of 
26. What started 
as a knot under 
her arm would 
later be a mass 
on her breast. 

Brown was 
diagnosed with 

a triple-negative stage 
3b, basal-like cancer 

that tends to be more 
aggressive. 

“I didn’t have 
any family 
history of breast 
cancer and was 

negative for both 
of the breast 
cancer genes. It 
came out of no-
where,” she said. 

At the time of her 
diagnosis, Brown had 

a 3-year-old and a six-
year-old at home and 
was also in the nursing 
program at Northeast 
Alabama Community 
College. 

“I was devastated, I 
guess part of me kind 
of knew it wasn’t going 
to be good because 
when you hear lump on 

the breast, it's always 
scary,” said Brown. 
“You kinda prepare 
yourself and I knew 
when I felt it, it was not 
good.” 

Brown recalls hav-
ing an ultrasound but 
wasn’t old enough for 
a mammogram, and the 
cancer was already in 
her lymph node. 

Woman diagnosed at age 26 encourages early exams

Cinthia Rico  | Times-Journal

Survivor Kandi Brown was diagnosed at the early age of 26 . See Brown » Page A10


