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Fort Payne High 
School sophomore 
Laurel Shugart was 
recently awarded the 
National Center for 
Women & Information 
Technology Award for 
Aspiration in Comput-
ing National Honor-
able Mention.

The NCWIT award 
honors ninth through 

12th-grade female 

students for their com-

puting-related achieve-

ments and interests, 

encouraging them to 

pursue their passion. 

Shugart was selected 

from over 4,200 appli-

cants from all 50 U.S. 

states and Canada. 

Recipients are chosen 

based on their apti-

tude and aspirations in 

technology and com-

puting, as demonstrat-

ed by their computing 

experience, comput-

ing-related activities, 

leadership experience 

and post-secondary 

education plans.

“I am incredibly 

honored to have 

been selected for this 

award,” said Shugart. 

“This award is both a 

huge accomplishment 

for me and an incredi-

ble honor.” 
Shugart began her 

journey as a fifth-
grade Fort Payne 
Middle School FIRST 
Lego League team 
member in 2015. 

“When I joined, I 
was shy and anxious 
and I had never been 
very technologically 
literate,” she said. “I 
was incredibly meek 

Story by Daniel Taylor
The Sand Mountain Reporter

Whether it’s court 
fees, library fees or 
utility bills, collecting 
outstanding debt isn’t 
always easy, which is 
why the Town of Ger-
aldine decided during 
a council meeting 
Monday night to utilize 
Municipal Intercept 

study the bill and follow 

any amendments to it 

carefully. 

Livingston, who rep-

resents DeKalb, Jackson 
and Madison counties, 
sits on the Alabama Sen-
ate Tourism Committee, 
which gave a favorable 
report Wednesday to 
Senate Bill 214. This 
proposed amendment 
to the Alabama Consti-
tution is sponsored by 
State Sen. Del Marsh, 
R-Anniston. It would 
overturn Alabama’s 

ban on gambling and 

games of chance. Senate 

Bill 215 is the enabling 

legislation that would go 

into effect if SB214 is 

passed and then ratified 
by Alabama voters on 

the Nov. 2022 ballot. A 

1999 referendum on a 

constitutional amend-

ment to create a state 
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His Word
“The lions may grow 

weak and hungry, but 
those who seek the 
Lord lack no good 
thing.”      

— Psalm 34:10
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Funeral Services
Jimmy Nelson Longshore 
Harold Wayne Freeman 
Daniel James Diehl II 
Dorris Lee Saint 
Jerry Girdauckas 
Martha Berthel Lowrey 
Rickey Brown Underwood 

Annie Combs Swader 
Johnny "Mike" Michael Brown 
Joyce Croft 
Amy Jean Clark Henderson 
Larry G. Terrell 
Phyllis Prewett Bell

See Page A3

COVID-19 
case update

Alabama Department of 
Public Health reports as 
of 11 a.m. Friday:

Alabama
Total cases: 478,667
Total deaths: 9,180
Total tested: 2,218,143
New cases (last 14 

days): 24,294
Total hospitalizations: 

43,906
Presumed recoveries: 

264,621
DeKalb County
Total cases: 8,336
Total deaths: 167
Total tested: 27,816
New cases (last 14 

days): 279
Symptoms of COVID-19 

can include:
• Fever or chills
• Cough
• Shortness of breath or 

difficulty breathing
• Fatigue
• Muscle or body aches
• Headache
• New loss of taste or 

smell
• Sore throat
• Congestion or runny 

nose
• Nausea or vomiting
• Diarrhea
DeKalb County is 

considered "Moderate" for 
contracting/spreading of 
COVID-19. 

For general COVID-19 
questions, call 1-800-270-
7268 or email covid19in-
fo@adph.state.al.us.

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

Despite media reports 

linking proposed gam-

bling legislation to an 

agreement to allow the 

Poarch Band of Creek 
Indians to build a new 
casino in either DeKalb 
or Jackson counties, 
Dist. 8 State Sen. Steve 
Livingston assured 
constituents he will 

Geraldine 
to collect 
outstanding 
debts, fees 
from 
residents’ 
state tax 
returns

Sequoyah, Socks, Song and Scenery

Steven Stiefel  | Times-Journal

Fort Payne Main Street Interim Executive Director 

Connie Fuller inspects a new bicentennial tourism 

sign installed this week, along with Fort Payne City 

Council member Johnny Eberhart, at right, and 

Fort Payne Main Street Treasurer Steve Malcolm. 

According to Fort Payne Main Street President Dar-

lene Rotch, the organization has asked the city to 

let it occupy the structure next to The Chandelier 

Tree. She said the area has become a hub for the 

historic main street district and has advantages 

over the current location behind the Coal & Iron 

Building. These include a new parking lot, nice 

public restrooms, and proximity to the Fort Payne 

Opera House, Hosiery Museum, Depot Museum 

and the seasonal farmer’s market. The city council 

plans to discuss the proposal at a future work ses-

sion. 

See Shugart » Page A9
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National Center for Women & Information 
Technology honors Fort Payne student

See Casino » Page A8

DeKalb a potential site for 
Poarch Creek Indian casino 
Bill under consideration would 
put gaming expansion to a 
statewide referendum in 2022

See Debts » Page A7

Steve

Livingston

New tourism sign installed 
downtown, celebrates 200 
years of local history
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Pictured above is FPHS 

sophomore Laurel Shugart. 
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