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A Rainsville man 
was struck by a train 
in Collinsville over 

the weekend. Mark 
Dudley Hixon, 53, 
of Rainsville, Al was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene on Saturday.

Just before 2 p.m. on 

Saturday, April 17, the 
DeKalb County Sher-
iff’s Office received a 
call from an employee 
with Norfolk Southern 
Railway reporting a 

pedestrian being struck 
by the train. DeKalb 
County deputies, along 
with Collinsville police 
officers and Collins-
ville Fire Department 

responded to the scene. 
The incident occurred 
in the Collinsville area 
of County Road 530.

This investigation is 
ongoing at this time.

Rainsville man struck by train in Collinsville
Investigation ongoing after pedestrian pronounced dead at scene

His Word
“Now all has been 

heard; here is the conclu-

sion of the matter: Fear 

God and keep his com-

mandments, for this is the 

duty of all mankind.”           
—Ecclesiastes 12:13

Inside today
DeKalb County CAC to 

receive $11,500 in grant 
money from state

See page A2

SPORTS
Plainview wins 6th 

straight county 
softball title

See page A7

Shooting 
death in Mt. 
Vernon under 
investigation

Staff Reports
news@times-journal.com

The fatal shooting of a 
19-year-old man on Satur-
day is under investigation.

The DeKalb County 
Sheriff’s Office and the 9th 
Judicial Circuit District At-
torney’s office are conduct-
ing an investigation into a 
shooting that happened on 
County Road 232 in the Mt. 
Vernon Community. The 
incident occurred on Satur-
day, April 17, just before 9 
p.m. Gabriel Isaac Brown, 
19, was pronounced dead at 
the scene.

COVID-19 
case update

Alabama Department of 

Public Health reports as of 

11 a.m. Tuesday:
Alabama

Total cases: 522,512

Total deaths: 10,790

Total tested: 

2,494,977

New cases (last 14 

days): 5,990

Total hospitalizations: 

48,476

Presumed recoveries: 

328,752
DeKalb County

Total cases: 8,762

Total deaths: 183

Total tested: 30,010

New cases (last 14 

days): 54

Symptoms of 

COVID-19 can include:

• Fever or chills

• Cough

• Shortness of breath or 

difficulty breathing

• Fatigue

• Muscle or body aches

• Headache

• New loss of taste or

 smell

• Sore throat

• Congestion or  runny 

nose

• Nausea or vomiting

• Diarrhea

DeKalb County is consid-

ered "Low Risk" for contract-

ing/spreading of COVID-19. 

For general COVID-19 

questions, call 1-800-270-

7268 or email covid19info@

adph.state.al.us.

A decade later
Ceremony 
to be held 
Saturday at 
coliseum in 
Rainsville to 
remember 
April 27, 2011 
tornadoes

Staff Photo | Times-Journal

A memorial service remembering the 10th 

anniversary of the April 27, 2011 tornadoes 

will be held this Saturday at 2 p.m. at the 

DeKalb County Schools Coliseum.

Story by Bonnie Walters
bonnie.walters@times-journal.com

A community memorial 

ceremony will be held at 

the DeKalb County Tornado 

Monument and Memorial and 

Serenity Gardens on April 24 

beginning at 2 p.m.

The special event is dedicat-

ed to the lives lost and those 

united in care and recovery, 
including the recognition of 
surviving family and friends 
and emergency responders.

On April 27, 2011, 62 tor-
nadoes ravaged Alabama in 
one of the deadliest tornado 
outbreaks in the nation's his-
tory. In the outcome of those 
storms, there were 248 people 
killed in Alabama on that day. 

A monument that bears the 
names of 35 of those victims 
rests under the cantilever of 
the DeKalb County Schools 
Coliseum.

Along with a quote from 
Mother Teresa, the memorial 
reads, "Remembering lives 
lost and in tribute to those 
who united for the care and 
recovery". The other side has 

a scroll with the 35 names 
listed, and water flows across 
the bottom of both sides of 
the monument.

Event Coordinator Linda 
Samples said this is the 10th 
anniversary of the tornadoes 
that came through Rainsville, 
and DeKalb county lost 35 

Story by Cinthia Rico
cinthia.rico@times-journal.com

The Rainsville City 
Council on Monday 
night approved re-
scheduling the city’s 
annual spring cleanup 
month to begin Fri-
day, May 28 through 
Wednesday, June 30, 2021. 

The council approved the 
purchase of five 20-yard 

dumpsters at the cost of 
$27,315.00 scheduled to 
be delivered around May 
19. 

As a result, Councilman 
Ricky Byrum suggested 
pushing forward their 
annual spring clean-up 
month to allow time for 
the new dumpsters to 

arrive. Following a brief 
discussion, the council unani-

mously approved the move to 
begin on May 28. 

“We use those for our 
clean-up,” he said. ”We have 
so many out right now I am 
not sure that we will have 
enough for the clean-up.” 

The city will have roll-off 
dumpsters placed behind city 
hall for residents served by 
the City of Rainsville Sani-
tation Department to utilize 

free of charge. 
Proof of services via a  san-

itation bill is required and the 
dumpster will be open from 
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on Saturdays. 

Byrum said the move 
would allow them to ensure 
full capacity is available for 

Council announces spring cleanup dates 
City of Rainsville to place dumpsters behind City Hall for residents May 28 through June 30
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