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Serving DeKalb County since 1878 – If it’s important to you, it’s important to us

WILLS VALLEY 
RECREATION CENTER

256-844-6571
JOIN TODAY!

4220 Godfrey Ave. NE, Fort Payne

TERRELL
CHIROPRACTIC, LLC

256-638-9393

Dr. Terrell & Dr. Parker

OPEN 6 DAYS

Salvation Army fills the need during tough times
Story by Steven Stiefel

steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

The United Givers 
Fund (UGF) currently 
supports 10 agencies 
which provide services to 
the residents of DeKalb 
County, including but not 
limited to disaster and 
emergency assistance and 
training; services to chil-
dren and youth, elderly 
and homebound adults; 
and services to those who 
are mentally or physically 
handicapped. 

Throughout November, 
The Times-Journal has 
profiled the various agen-
cies funded by UGF. 

The Salvation Army is 
one of these agencies. It 
provides emergency aid  
in the form of clothing, 

food, medicine, utility 
assistance, shelter and 
transportation.  Service 
center and thrift store are 
located at 450 Gault Av-
enue North (across from 
Union Park). 

Director Michelle 
Gulledge said they will 
once again have the 
familiar kettles at Bruces 
and Walmart soliciting 
donations for their pro-
grams, which include a 
food pantry, shoe voucher 
program through Head 
Start and food pantry. 

The Salvation Army 
was first organized and 
opened in 1863, Gulledge 
said. 

The non-profit DeKalb 
County Service Center 
opened in 2007. It pro-
vides emergency disaster 

response to 
local inci-
dents such 
as storm 
recovery. 

"In our 
food pantry we work 
in cooperation with the 
Department of Human 
Services," Gulledge 
said. "Our clients apply 
for food stamps and the 
Department of Human 
Resources gives them a 
voucher to come to us and 
we provide food to them 
once a week until they 
receive their food stamps. 
We also have food out 
throughout the week for 
anyone to get. We are 
committed to helping 
break the cycle of food 
insecurities."

The Salvation Army 

also does energy assis-
tance when funds are 
available. 

"We assist fire victims 
with items of need from 
our family store. The shoe 
voucher program helps 
school-aged children in 
need of shoes. We work 
with the school systems 
to identify those n need of 
our shoe vouchers.

"We have personal 
comfort items that we 
assist with when the need 
arises in our community. 
It consists of toothpaste, 
toothbrush, deodorant, 
shampoo, etc. We can pro-
vide some help with med-
ical orders as well when 
the funds are available," 
she said. 

Their Angel Tree pro-
gram helps children that 

would otherwise not have 
Christmas. They start 
taking applications after 
the Toys for Tots deadline 
for those who missed that 
deadline. They have a tree 
in the Family Store and 
place the angels on the 
tree or adoption. 

"More families than 
ever are having to make 
hard choices this holiday 
season," Gulledge said. 

"We will continue to 
help with the generous 
support and contributions 
and donations throughout 
the year from DeKalb 
County residents. We 
appreciate our donors an 
volunteers and could not 
survive without them. 

For more information 
call, (256) 997-0858.

One of the agencies supported by donations to the United Givers Fund 

See Salvation » Page A6
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It's definitely begin-
ning to look a lot like 
Christmas around DeKalb 
County. Among the 
parades scheduled for this 
Saturday (Dec. 3) are:

Valley Head Christmas 
Parade

Line-up is at 9:30 am 

at Valley Head School, 

with the parade starting 

at 10 a.m. A tree lighting 

is planned in the evening. 

For more information, call 

(256) 635-6814.

Rainsville Christmas 

Parade

The parade starts at 11 

a.m. It is presented by 

the Rainsville Chamber 

of Commerce. After the 

parade, the Rainsville City 

Park will host a giant tub-

ing slide this weekend. The 

slide is free and open to the 

community. A tree lighting 

is also planned in Rainsville 

at 5 p.m. Saturday. Hours 

for the slide are noon to 

8 p.m. on both days. For 

more information, Call 

(256) 638-7800.

Ider Christmas Parade

The parade starts at 1 

p.m. For more information, 

call (256) 657-4184.

Henagar Christmas 

Parade and Christmas at 

the Cabin

Line-up at 4 p.m. across 

Hwy 75 from Limon’s, 

parade starts at 5 p.m., 

followed by Christmas at 

the Cabin with train rides, 
hot chocolate, pictures with 
Santa, and food provided 
by the Cowboy Church. 
Contact Henagar City hall 
at (256) 657-6282 to sign 
up. 

More fun will follow as 
other towns and cities get in 
on the act. 

Christmas parades launch holidays 
Rainsville plans free 'giant tube slide' along with tree lighting Saturday

Story by Steven Stiefel
steven.stiefel@times-journal.com

Two Fort Payne High 
School seniors have 
won the Alabama Fourth 
Congressional District 
Congressional App Chal-
lenge.

“I am excited to 
announce that Jordan 
Binkley and John Riley 
Thompson, students at 
Fort Payne High School, 
are the winners of this 
year’s Congressional 
App Challenge," said 
Congressman Robert 
Aderholt in a statement 
released to announce 
the winners of the app 
challenge.

"Our judges chose 
their app, called Dadify, 
as a unique perspective 
on ways to increase 
child-parent relation-
ships." 

  You can see more 
about Binkley's and 
Thompson’s Dadify 
app by visiting https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=fjzhRulFJ_g. 

Their app will be 
displayed in the United 
States Capitol and on the 
House of Representatives 
website.

The two FPHS se-
niors are members of 
the school's Gigawatts 
robotics team. This is the 
second year in a row that 
Fort Payne has won the 
challenge. 

Both students plan to 
attend Auburn University 
with Binkley set to major 
in chemical engineering 
with a concentration 
in pre-medicine while 
Thompson will major in 
software engineering."

The FPHS students 
explained that Dadify 

"serves as a bridge to al-
low parents to bond with 
their children through 
various activities and 
jokes. In today’s ever so 
busy world, parent-child 
relationships still remain 
crucial, and Dadify is 
meant to make that ex-
perience easier and more 
fun.”

Jamie McClung, Fort 
Payne's Pre-K director, 
who has been integral to 
the Gigawatts program, 
said, "Jordan and John 
Riley are exceptionally 

talented and intelligent, 
but their most impres-
sive trait is to problem 
solve and be independent 
learners. They created 
this app from an idea to 
publish work. That is a 
challenge few can say 
they have accomplished. 
I am excited to see what 
they can accomplish in 
the future.”

The Fourth Congres-
sional District encom-
passes the counties 
of Franklin, Colbert, 

Two FPHS seniors win contest for best app Stockade 
event well 
received

Story by Jessica Guinn
jessica.guinn@times-journal.com

Downtown Ft. Payne was 
anything but a drag last Sat-
urday night as The Stockade 
hosted a “first-time-in-Fort-
Payne” kind of event. 

A “drag show” proved to 
be a record draw for the bar 
and restaurant. 

At one point during the 
event, a television displayed 
footage of a recent mass 
shooting event during a drag 
show in Colorado Springs, 
but all eyes were fixed on the 
male performers as they who 
donned elaborate costumes 
and makeup. 

As the crowd of onlook-
ers grew to capacity, some 
were turned away at the door 
by the increased security 
presence. 

The Fort Payne Police 
Department performed extra 
patrols throughout the night, 

A first for Fort 
Payne at local bar

 Jordan Binkley and John Riley Thompson of FPHS

See Drag» Page A6See App» Page A2

Coy Elbert Greeson, Jr. 
Margaret Lee Craft 

Crapse
Farrell Gilbreath
Jeremy Lamar Smith
Gordon Mitchel Rainer
Tommy Ray Engle
Eleanor Jo Foreman
Allen Adams Blake
Jimmy Moore
Luther "Ray" Pounds
Argolis Outlaw Bouldin
Kate Hill Rowell
Donnie Joe Webb

Funeral Services

His Word
“'For I know the 

plans I have for you,' 

declares the Lord.”    

— Jeremiah 29:11

SPORTS
This Week In 

Sports:
Fyffe aims for 
another 15-0 

season

See page B1

2022 DeKalb 
County Halftime 

Showcase

Get your copy 
today!

Upcoming Weather
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